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Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar
explanations. Everything will make a whole lot more sense — and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier.

7.A 370 [noun]... It’s [noun] who / that...

To place special emphasis on exactly who, what, where, for whom, etc., take frozen 3to followed by the Noun or
Preposition Phrase in whatever Case is required by context. The Nominative is probably found most often in this
construction, but all Cases are possible. You simply keep the Noun (or Prepositional Phrase) in the same form it
would normally appear and move it to the front, following 3To.

Generally, this 3T0 construction is “marked,” i.e., you can’t just start a conversation with it. Often this is used to
contradict a previous statement. This contradiction can be expressed with a He Bépa / Bépy / o Bépe / nuisi
Bépsl, etc. — see below for examples.

The closest translation in English is It’s [Phrase]...; It was [Phrase]...
Note that you do not need any form of koTépsIii or kTo in these sentences, as you sometimes do in English

(which, who). Also, you do not need to insert the verb fo be, as in English. The Tense is determined by the main
verb.

Jro Hitna Bcé cnémana (a He ). It was Nina who did everything (and not me).
1o Mamy oH sfoburt (a He Huny). 1t’s Masha (whom) he loves (and not Nina).
10 0 Bépe Bce rosopst (a HEe 0 TE6E). It’s Vera everyone is talking about (and not you,).

Jro s Kéau o Ky IOJIAPOK (a He s It was for Kolya whom he bought the present (and
Brikn). not for Vika).

10 B MockBy onu ¢3auiu (a He B JIOHA0H). 1t was to Moscow they went (and not to London).

10 B MSITHUILY MBI OYJIeM UTPATh B TEHHUC 1t’s on Friday that we’re going to play tennis (and

(a He B cy6060TY). not on Saturday).
@ MepeBeanTe Ha pyccKUn
1. It was Tanya Vadik kissed, and not Natasha. 2. It was Tanya who kissed Vadik, and not Masha.
3. It’s you everyone is talking about. 4. It was on Tuesday they went to Moscow, and not
on Saturday.
5. It’s Grisha who speaks slowly, and not me (). 6. It was from Vera Dima was hiding everything.
7. It’s on Wednesday that I will be in New York. 8. It was my older sister who said that.
9. It’s my roommate who is lying. 10. It’s Zina I love, and not you.
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Story — Part 7 Grammar

7.6 Heé 6bino Absence in the Past Tense

We actually introduced this point earlier, but it probably warrants special attention. To indicate absence in the
Past Tense, put the “subject” in the Genitive (singular or plural, depending on context) and use the verb phrase né
obL10. Sentences with Hé 0bL10 have nothing in the Nominative.

Note: 1) The stress falls only on the Hé. There is no stress on 0bLI0.

2) The “default” Neuter Singular form of the verb (6n110) is used. That’s because there is no
Nominative Subject with which the verb can agree.

Hé obL10 + Genitive is most commonly used:

1) to indicate who or what was not in a particular place:

Ero ué osu10 noMa. He wasn’t home.

Jvimu HE OBLITO B YHUBEPCUTETE. Dima was not at the university yesterday.
Huxor6 ué 6p110 B OHMOIHOTEKE. No one was in the library.

Hx ué Opu10. They weren’t there.

B marazvne Hé OBLTO X71€0a. There wasn’t any bread in the store.

Hé 65110 MOJIOKA B XOJIOAMIIBHHKE. There was no milk in the refrigerator.

2) to indicate what [person] did not have (with the y k026 construction):

Y Mens HE OBLIO ACHET. I didn’t have any money.
Y Hac HE OBLIO UKPHI. We didn’t have any caviar.
Hwu y xor6 ué 6b110 9acoB. No one had a watch.

Recall that in the Present Tense the form et is used, also with Genitive of Negation:

Ero crapiueii cectprl HeT nOMa. His older sister is not home.
B 3ToM MarasmHe HeT KoJa0ackl. There’s no mystery meat in this store.
Hu y xoro6 ner pyuku. No one has a pen.
% MepeBeanTe Ha pyccKum
1. They weren’t home yesterday. 2. Unfortunately, I didn’t have a camera.
3. There were no good books in that store. 4. There are no good books in that store.
5. There were no interesting people at the party. 6. Veraisn’t home.
7. No one had a rifle. 8. He didn’t used to (previously) have an accent
aAKIEHT.
9. Idon’thave a car. 10. There wasn’t any beer in the refrigerator.

Paccka3: Yactb Ceabmas (FTpammartuka)-2



Pacckas — 7-a yacTtb (FTpammaruka)

7B. Cto pa3 (Genitive Plural = Nominative Singular)

The word for time, occurence is pa3. Quite unexepectedly, the Genitive Plural is also pa3 (instead of the
expected pazos). After numbers ending in 2, 3, 4 you get the expected Genitive Singular form pa3a:

S 1e6é cTo pa3 3BOHMIL I called you 100 times.

Mps1 MHOTO pa3 é3IHUiIN Ha Aady. We went to the dacha many times.
OH n1Ba pa3a BUIEN ATOT HHIBM. He saw that film twice.

S ténpko omuH pas O0bu1 B [aproke. I've only been to Paris once.

It turns out that there are two or three other common Masculine Nouns whose Genitive Plural is the same as the
Nominative Singular. In case you’re interested, the most important is 4yes0BéK, but you are not responsible for
knowing this yet. (There are some other details about yemoBék we’ll get to later.)

@ MepeBeanTe Ha pycCKun
1. She asked about him 5 times. (Repeated action!) 2. We rehearsed the dialogue 10 times.
3. Iwas in Petersburg twice. 4, He saw “Austin Powers” (it declines, baby!) 25
times.
5. 1 went to the library just one time. 6. Iread that book many times.
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1r. Sample Sentences

MEJICHHBIN 1. OH Bceraa 64eHb MEJICHHO 1. He always speaks very slowly.
TOBOPHUT.

HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO... 2. HecMmotps Ha To uto ['pritua ron sxuin | 2. Despite the fact that Grisha lived in
B JIOH0HE, OH MJIOX0 TOBOPUT IO~ London for a year, he didn’t speak
AHTJIAHACKH. English well.

pa3 3. S nécare pa3 é3nuia B MockBy, a Mosi | 3. I went to Moscow 10 times, and my sister

ONiH pa3  1Ba pasa cecTpa ABaJaLaTh ABa pasa. (went there) 22 times.

IIAATH pa3

peneTupoBa+ On# peneTupyroT AUAIOr. 4. They are rehearsing the dialogue.

pasroBoOp VY Hac ObLT OUeHb CTPAHHBIH 5. We had a strange conversation.
pasroBop.

HEpBHUYA+ 6. Banuk Bcerna HEpBHUYAET, KOTNA OH | 6.  Vadik always gets nervous when he talks
roBopuUT ¢ Bépoii. to Vera.

BCE B ITOPSIIKE 7. Y Hero6 Bcé B mopsiake? 7. Is everything OK with him?

opsIIoK (0)

He xBaTaeT + GEN MoJioka He XBaTaeT. We don’t have enough milk.

YTO-TO APYTOE 9. OmH uutaer He «AHHY Kapénuny», a He’s not reading Anna Karenina, but
4TO-TO APYyroe (rather) something else.

cnénail MHE OOJDKEHUE 10. OH cnéman MHE 00JbIIOE 10. He did me a big favor.
OJIOJIKEHUE.

He "Hano + Infinitive 11. He 410 31€CH KYPHUTH. 11. You shouldn’t smoke here.

gemyxa 12. + Ilo-mOeMy, OHA TOBOPUT IIPABY. 12. + I think she’s telling the truth. — No, it’s
- Her, 310 Bcé uemyxa! all nonsense.

3T0 13. Aro Huny s ro06:mr0! 13. It’s Nina (whom) I love!

CKpbIBAH+ + Accuastive | 14. Ecnu s He ommbarocs, Muta uto-to | 14. If I'm not mistaken, Misha is hiding

OT KOTO CKPBIBAET OT JKCHBI. something from his wife.

yMER+ 15. Ter yméents UTPATH B IIIAXMATHI? 15. Do you know how to play chess?

4ECTHOE CIOBO 16. OH cTo pa3 AaBaJl MHE YECTHOE 16. He gave me his word 100 times that he

{nait+” / naBait+} CJIOBO, YTO OOJIBIIIEC HE OYAET MHUTh. would not drink any longer

4¢CTHOE CIOBO

HE OBLIO 17. Buepa aukorod HE ObUTO AOMA. 17. No one was home yesterday.

TTAIHO 18. JIagHo, 51 HEe OYy METh CerOIHs 18. OK (Fine), I won'’t sing at the party
BEUEPOM Ha BEUCPUHKE. tonight.

X 7 J3 .

CTAHOBH+...CS 19. 3nech cTaHOBUTCS XOIOIHO B 19. It gets cold here in November.
HOSIOPE.

LETYI0 20. Henyro. IToxa. 20. Warm wishes. Bye.
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