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 Что за передЌча?        What (TV) show is that? 
 
 1 МЌша вхђдит в кђмнату. Masha walks into the room. 

МЌша 2 Лёня, привЎт!  Что хорђшего? Hi, Lyonya!  What’s the good word? 

Лёня 3 ТЏхо!  Ты мне мешЌешь!  Я смотрї телевЏзор. Quiet!  You’re disturbing me.  I’m watching TV.

МЌша 4 Что за прогрЌмма (передЌча)? What show is that? 

Лёня 5  
6   

Љто мој любЏмая прогрЌмма (передЌча), 
«БЌффи – УбЏйца вампЏров.» 

It’s my favorite show – Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer.   

МЌша 7 Какђе глѓпое имя ― БЌффи! What a stupid (first) name, Buffy! 

Лёня 8  
9 

Ш-ш-ш!  Сегђдня послЎдняя сЎрия.  ОнЌ должнЌ 
убЏть какђе-то стрЌнное, злђе существђ. 

Shhh!  Today’s the last episode. She has to kill 
some strange, evil creature. 

МЌша 10 Љто какђй канЌл, НТВ, что ли? What station is that, NTV? 

Лёня 11 Нет, какая ты невЎжественная!  Љто ОРТ. No, you are so ignorant (poorly informed).  It’s  
ORT. 

МЌша 12 А я дѓмала, что «БЌффи» идёт по пјтому канЌлу. But I thought that Buffy was on channel five. 

Лёня 13 
14 
15 
16  

Нет, іто шестђй канЌл.  Слѓшай, ты мне 
мешЌешь.  ПожЌлуйста, сходЏ в нђвое кафЎ и 
купЏ мне стакЌн кђфе.  Я дђлжен написЌть 
огрђмное сочинЎние, а я ещё дЌже не начинЌл. 

No, it’s channel six.  Hey, you’re bothering me.  
Do me a favor and go down to the new cafe and 
buy me a cup of coffee.  I have to write a huge 
paper and I haven’t even started (it) yet. 

МЌша 17
18 

Какђй кђфе ты лїбишь?  С молокђм?  С 
сЌхаром? 

What kind of coffee do you like?  With milk?  
With sugar? 

Лёня 19 Нет, я пью крЎпкий, чёрный кђфе. No, I drink strong, black coffee. 
 
СловЌрь 

3 тЏхо! quiet!; shh!  (From the adjective тЏхий.  This adverbial form is often used as a 
command.) 

4 прогрЌмма / передЌча TV show; program  (See below for discussion of TV vocabulary.) 

5 убЏйца killer; murderer  (This noun is used for both male and female killers.) 

6 вампЏр (guess) 

8 сЎрия episode of a TV show  (See below for discussion of TV vocabulary.) 

9 злђй evil; malicious; nasty 

9 существђ creature; being 

10 невЎжественный ignorant; displaying lack of education 

12 канЌл TV channel  (See below for discussion of TV vocabulary.) 

14 пожЌлуйста + imperative do me a favor and… 

15 стакЌн glass; cup 

18 сЌхар sugar 

19 крЎп/кий (o) strong ( either a person or a beverage – coffee, wine, etc.) 
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ИменЏтельный падЎж  (Nominative Case) 

3.A Nominative Singular: Forms 
 

Masculine 
ADJECTIVES NOUNS AND NOUNJECTIVES* 

{I}й (-ый/-ий) //-ђй (always stressed) ∅ (Consonant or -ь) 
 
*Recall that the nounjectives (also known as pronominals) take noun endings in the direct cases (nominative and 
accusative), and adjective endings in the oblique cases (genitive, prepositional/locative, dative, instrumental).  
The nounjectives we had last year are: мой, твой, свой, наш, ваш, ітот (от), тот (от), СЌшин, ВЎрин, 
мЌмин – and other names –, весь (е), одЏн (и), трЎтий (и), чей (е).   
 

мой нђвый дорогђй сЏний стол 
наш трЎтий плохђй компьїтер 
ітот хорђший молодђй учЏтель 
чей стЌрый рѓсский словЌрь? 
СЌшин послЎдний фильм 

 

Neuter 
ADJECTIVES NOUNS AND NOUNJECTIVES 

{O}e (-ое/-ее)* {O} -о/-е/-ё 
 
*Recall that no soft adjectives have stress on the ending, i.e., the ending -ёе does not occur.  
 

моё нђвое дорогђе сЏнее мѕло 
нЌше трЎтье плохђе здЌние 
іто хорђшее немЎцкое пЏво 
чьё чёрное китЌйское ружьё? 
пЌпино послЎднее окнђ 

 

Feminine 
ADJECTIVES NOUNS AND NOUNJECTIVES 

{A}я (-ая/-яя) {A} (-а/-я) // -ь 
 

мој нђвая дорогђая сЏняя машЏна 
нЌша трЎтья плохЌя кѓхня 
іта хорђшая чёрная лђшадь 
чья стЌршая сестрЌ? 
ВЎрина послЎдняя ночь 

 



3-й урок Грамматика  

3-3 

 
 Make the adjective agree with the noun.  Both the noun and the adjective will change.  Pay 

attention.  This is a long, but very important exercise. 
 

ПримЎр: Љто мој гитЌра 1) учЏтель ⇒ Љто мой учЏтель; 2) плохђй ⇒ Љто плохђй учЏтель 
 
Start with Љто хорђший учЏтель.   
 
1. кђмната 2. мЌленький 3. здЌние 4. стЌрый 5. журнЌл 

6. стрЌнный 7. окнђ 8. дом 9. твой 10. кнЏга 
11. винђ 12. срЎдний 13. врач 14. певЏца 15. плохђй 
16. мјсо 17. студЎнт 18. наш 19. сестрЌ 20. мЎсто 

21. послЎдний 22. картЏна 23. красЏвый 24. дорогђй 25. рЌдио 

26. фотогрЌфия 27. большђй 28. магазЏн 29. крЎсло 30. мой 
 
 
 

3.Б Gender of Nouns and Modifiers (Adjectives and Nounjectives) 
 
Nouns and modifiers (adjectives and nounjectives) in Russian are marked for gender (as well as number ― 
discussed in an upcoming lesson).  Compared to languages like French or German, determining the gender of a 
noun in Russian is usually straightforward: just look at the ending (which we just described above).  Recall that 
modifiers have no inherent gender; they “take their orders” about gender (and number) from the noun. 
 
Below we present a few slightly troublesome points involving gender. 
 
 
3.Б.1  Masculine Nouns in -{A}: Мой едЏнственный дЎдушка 
 
Nouns and proper names in -{A} that refer to male persons take masculine agreement on modifiers and verbs: 
 

Мой любЏмый дјдя подарЏл мне гЌлстук. My favorite uncle gave me a tie. 

Ваш мЏлый дЎдушка спит на дивЌне. Your kind grandfather is sleeping on the sofa. 

Какђй-то стрЌнный мужчЏна спросЏл о тебЎ. Some strange man asked about you. 

Твой пЌпа тђлько что звонЏл. Your dad just called. 

Какђй СЌша (НикЏта/ВЏтя/ПЎтя) пришёл? Which Sasha (Nikita/Vitya/Petya) arrived? 
(This assumes that there at least two people named 
Sasha, Nikita, etc.) 

 
 ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 

 
1. My dad works like a dog. 2. Whose kooky grandfather is sleeping on the floor? 

3. Which Vitya brought the cake? 4. Our  strange uncle keeps playing that stupid ‘N 
Sync CD. 

5. Which man does she like?  (Remember нрЌвится?) 6. Your grandfather doesn’t know squat about rap 
music. 
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3.Б.2  Neuter Nouns in –МЯ (врЎмя, Џмя) 
 
There are about a dozen nouns that end in -мя that are neuter (and not feminine, as would be expected).  The two 
most important are врЎмя time and Џмя first name.  In all forms except the nominative/accusative singular, these 
nouns drop the -я and insert the suffix -ен- before the case ending.  (More on this when we cover the other cases.)  
Some samples sentences with these neuter nouns in -мя: 
 

Как вЌше Џмя? What’s your name? 

У негђ ђчень стрЌнное Џмя. He has a very strange first name. 

ВрЎмя шло ђчень мЎдленно. Time passed very slowly. 

Какђе врЎмя гђда ты лїбишь? What time of the year (season) do you like? 
 
Curiously, (and fortunately) it turns out that there are no feminine nouns that end in -мя.   
 
 
3.Б.3  The Gender of (Foreign) Indeclinable Nouns 
 
Russian has borrowed thousands of nouns from other languages.  How do these borrowed nouns decline?  If the 
borrowed noun happens to end in a consonant (профЎссор, компьїтер, ИнтернЎт) or {A} (машЏна, истђрия, 
мѓзыка), it will be masculine1 or feminine, respectively, and decline like a native Russian noun.  However, if the 
borrowed noun happens to end in е (кафЎ), и (таксЏ, вЏски), о (кинђ, рЌдио), or у (рандевѓ, джиу-джЏтсу) it is 
indeclinable (yeah!) and takes neuter agreement.  The modifiers themselves do decline as they would for a regular 
neuter noun. 
 
***The one important exception to this is кђфе, which takes masculine agreement (but is still indeclinable).*** 
 
Here are some foreign nouns and modifiers in vary cases.  The nominative is given first as an example: 
 

Чьё іто немЎцкое рЌдио? Whose German radio is that? 
ТвоЏ ключЏ лежЌт на большђм рЌдио. Your keys are lying on the big radio. 
  
Где вЌше любЏмое кафЎ? Where is your favorite cafe? 
Он рабђтает в нђвом францѓзском кафЎ. He works in the new French cafe. 
  
У тебј есть хорђшее вЏски? Do you have good whiskey? 
ОнЌ купЏла бутѕлку шотлЌндского вЏски. She bought a bottle of Scottish whiskey. 
  
В столђвой ђчень плохђй, слЌбый кђфе. In the cafeteria there is really bad, weak coffee. 
Я не могѓ жить без хорђшего кђфе. I can’t live without good coffee. 

 
 

  Question: What about the noun винђ?  I seem to recall that this noun declines (бутѕлка 
винЌ – genitive), even though it appears to be a foreign borrowing. 

 Answer: You’re right, винђ is not a native Russian word, but it was borrowed so long 
ago (as opposed to, say, рЌдио or кинђ) that it became a “regular”, declinable 
neuter noun.  Good observation. 

 
 
                                                 
1 There are some foreign nouns in -ь that are feminine: медЌль medal, сталь steel. 
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3.Б.3  The Gender of Nouns in -ь 
 
How can you determine the gender of a noun ending in -ь?  Two answers: Sometimes you can tell, sometimes 
you can’t. 
 
Here is a chart for those nouns in -ь whose gender you can determine: 
 

ALWAYS MASCULINE ALWAYS FEMININE 

• Noun referring to a person 
performing an action (derived from a 
verb), in which case the word will 
often end in the suffix -тель: 
любЏтель, преподавЌтель, 
писЌтель, читЌтель 

 
• All months that end in -ь are 

masculine: янвЌрь, феврЌль, апрЎль, 
иїнь, иїль, сентјбрь, октјбрь, 
нојбрь, декЌбрь 

• Nouns ending in husher (ж, ш, ч, щ) 
+ ь:, мышь, ночь, дочь, пђмощь, 
also рожь rye, (which we didn’t have 
last year, but we wanted to give an 
example of each husher + ь). 

 
• Nouns with the suffix -ость: 

престѓпность, специЌльность, 
гЌдость 

 
• Abstract nouns tend to be feminine: 

жизнь, смерть, любђвь 

 
 
For other nouns in -ь, you simply need to memorize the gender .  Eventually, combinations like мой словЌрь 
and мој лђшадь should start “sounding better” to you than мој словЌрь and мой лђшадь.   
 
• Here is a list of all the unpredictable nouns you had last year.  (We’re certain you remember them all.) 
 

Masculine Feminine 
день (remember дђбрый день) 
дождь 
лЌгерь 
лЎбедь 
медвЎдь 
пЌрень (the meaning makes it clear) 
рубль 
ројль 
словЌрь 

детЌль 
дверь 
кровЌть 
кровь 
лђшадь 
мать (the meaning makes it clear) 
ђсень 
ђчередь 
плђщадь (remember КрЌсная плђщадь) 
роль 
СибЏрь (big part of Mother Russia) 
цель 
часть 
чЎтверть 
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Stupid trick: Think of a male (say, Harrison Ford, who is quite masculine) playing piano outside at a camp in the 
rain while sitting next to a bear that is looking up a word in the dictionary and shoving millions of rubles down 
Harrison’s shirt. 
 
Or think of you and your mother waiting in line on Red Square in order to spend a quarter if not a third of your 
fall vacation giving blood while lying in bed in Siberia in order to prevent a terrible disease.  (Or something like 
that.) 
 

 Have the adjectives agree with the noun.  Same procedure as the previous exercise. 
 
Start with Љто хорђшая вещь 
 
1. дорогђй 2. словЌрь 3. мой 4. кровЌть 5. кровь 

6. учЏтель 7. дверь 8. красЏвый 9. пЌрень 10. скѓчный 

11. день 12. жизнь 13. хорђший 14. лЌгерь 15. лђшадь 
16. большђй 17. ђчередь 18. лЎбедь 19. плђщадь 20. крЌсный 
 
 

3.В Uses of Nominative Case: Without a Preposition 
 
3.B.1  Subject of Sentence  
 
A noun (or pronoun) in the nominative case is very often the subject of the sentence.  (The inverse is not always 
true – the subject of the sentence is not always in the nominative.  More on this when we cover the dative.) 
 

Мој кђшка спит на полѓ. My cat is sleeping on the floor. 

ОнЌ рабђтает как вол. She works like a dog. 

Пѓтин лїбит слѓшать рэп-мѓзыку. Putin likes to listen to rap music. 
 
 
 
3.B.2  Identification: With іто or just Noun (Pronoun) - Predicate 
 
In so-called “frozen это” constructions, the noun (or pronoun) being identified appears in the nominative. 
 

Љто мој машЏна. This is / That is / It’s my car. 

Чьё іто окнђ? Whose window is this / that? 

Какђй іто журнЌл? What magazine is that? 
 
Note that in English, it’s possible to have the objective case (similar to Russian accusative) in these identification 
constructions, i.e., English has me, us, while Russian uses the nominative of the pronoun: 
 

Љто я. It’s me. 

Љто онЌ? Is that her? 
 
In these identification sentences it’s impossible to say Љто менј/Љто её/Љто нас, etc.   
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The nominative is also used in identification sentences without іто, normally consisting of just two nouns (or a 
pronoun + noun).  Often a hyphen is used to separate the two parts: 
 

Он − друЌк! He is a fool! 

МЌша − талЌнтливый фЏзик. Masha is a talented physicist. 

Она рѓсская? Is she (a) Russian? 

По-мђему, он америкЌнец. I think he’s an American. 
 
 
 
 

3.Г Some TV Vocabulary: ПрогрЌмма, СЎрия, КанЌл 
 
There are four nouns related to TV that can be quite confusing and that you need to keep straight.  Of course, we 
know that no Princeton students watch TV, but you should learn them just in case you’re ever in Russia and want 
to watch «Кто хђчет стать миллионЎром?»  (The show actually does exist.) 
 
1) прогрЌмма normally correspond to show, which can be either a TV series (The Simpsons, Friends, 

Dallas) or a single airing of a show, while передЌча (which literally means “transmission”) usually refers 
to the single airing of a show.  In some instances these two nouns are entirely interchangeable, other times 
there is a slight difference in meaning, which is not worth worrying about.2 

 
«Шестьдесјт минѓт» − мој любЏмая прогрЌмма. 60 Minutes is my favorite show. 

КакЌя твој любЏмая прогрЌмма? What’s your favorite show? 

«Все лїбят Ріймонда» – ђчень интелектуЌльная 
прогрЌмма. 

Everybody Loves Raymond is a really intellectual 
show. 

Я вчерЌ смотрЎл ђчень интерЎсную прогрЌмма о 
рѓсской граммЌтике. 

I saw a really interesting show yesterday about 
Russian grammar. 

  

  
 
 
 
2) сЎрия is a specific episode of a show/series.  
 

Я ђчень люблї сЎрию, где КрЌсти нахђдит своегђ 
отцЌ. 

I really like the episode where Krusty finds his 
father. 

Ты пђмнишь сЎрию, где убЏли КЎнни? Do you remember the episode where they killed 
Kenny? 

По-мђему, я ужЎ вЏдела іту сЎрию. I think I’ve already seen this show/episode. 

КакЌя іто сЎрия? Which episode is that? 
 

                                                 
2 Программа is sometimes used to refer to a TV station/network.  We’ll ignore that usage here. 
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3) канЌл is channel or station.  Use идёт по + dative to ask or indicate what channel a show is on. 
 

Какђй канЌл ты смђтришь? What station are you watching? 

По какђму канЌлу здесь идёт «Іпра»? What channel is Oprah on here? 

«Кто хочет стать миллионЎром?» идёт по пЎрвому 
канЌлу. 

Who wants to be a millionaire is on channel one. 

В ітом здЌнии плђхо вЏдно пјтый канЌл. In this building channel 5 does not come in well (is 
not seen well). 

 
 
 
We should warn you that there is quite a bit of variation in TV vocabulary in Russian (certainly much more than 
in English, where things are more or less fixed).  So don’t panic if you hear a Russian use the “wrong” word for 
show or channel. 
 
 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. What’s your favorite show? 2. What channel is Friends on? 

3. Do you remember this episode? 4. It’s us! 

5. His brother is a vampire 6. What station are you watching? 

7. I saw an interesting show about lawyers yesterday. 8. Whose glasses are these? 
9. What show are you watching? 10. Which newspaper is that? 

11. Whose jar of caviar is this? 12. This is my favorite episode. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Fill in the correct singular endings.  Use ∅ to indicate a zero ending. 
 

1. Где м_________  нђв_________  сЏн_________  машЏн_________? 

2. Ч_________ whose  іт_________   нђв_________  словЌр_________? 

3. Он ђчень плох_________ и зл_________ мужчЏн_________. 

4. Как_________  у тебј специЌльност_________? 

5. Тђмас ДжЎфферсон – трЎт_________ америкЌнск_________ президЎнт_________. 

6. АпрЎл_________ сЌм_________ жестђк_________  cruel мЎсяц__________. 

7. Ч_________ whose іт_________  кђф_________?  Он ђчень крЎпк_________. 

8. Там  мо_________ любЏм_________ каф_________. 

9. Как_________  стрЌнн_________  и зл_________ существ_________! 

10. Љт_________  послЎдн_________  больш_________  вошь louse (in hair). 

11. Ч_________  whose іт_________  грјзн_________  кђмнат_________? 

12. Как_________  іт_________  канЌл_________,  втор_________? 

13. Там есть ђчень дорог_________  и вкѓсн_________  францѓзск_________  вин_________. 

14. НЌш_________ дЎдушк_________ − так_________ глѓп_________. 

15. М_________ общежЏти_________ − трЎт_________ здЌни_________ слЎва. 
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16. Там стојл______ больш_________ чёрн_________ лђшад_________. 

17. У тебј ђчень красЏв_________  Џм_________. 

 
  УпражнЎние 2 :Fill in the blanks and then try your best to finish this mini-essay. 
 
 
 
Мо________  любЏм_______  ____________________________ ― __________________________________. 
     TV show    (name of show) 
 
 
ОнЌ идёт __________________________________________________________________________________. 
   (information on channel) 
 
Мо________  любЏм_______  ____________________________, где _________________________________ 
     episode    (say what happens in the space below) 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 


