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Он сегђдня стрижётся    He’s getting his hair cut today 
 
Кђля 1 Что ты собирЌешься дЎлать сегђдня? What do you plan to do today? 

НЌдя 2  
3 

Я остЌнусь дђма и бѓду убирЌть квартЏру.  
Сегђдня к нам прихђдят гђсти.  

I’m going to stay home and clean up the 
apartment.  Some guests are coming over (to our 
place) today. 

Кђля 4 А почемѓ ты сидЏшь на полѓ? Why are you sitting on the floor?   

НЌдя 5  
6  
7  
8 

Я сижѓ и ищѓ таракЌнов.  ВчерЌ я вЏдела 
таракЌна.  СейчЌс я подметѓ, а потђм посѕплю 
яд нЌ пол.  Как іто протЏвно!  Как я ненавЏжу 
таракЌнов! 

I’m sitting and searching for cockroaches.  I saw 
a cockroach yesterday.  I’ll sweep (the floor) and 
then I’ll pour poison on the floor.  How 
disgusting this is!  How I hate cockroaches! 

Кђля 9  
10 

Ну, конЎчно.  Все ненавЏдят таракЌнов.  А мђжет 
быть, твой муж тебЎ помђжет с ітим?   

Well, of course.  Everyone hates cockroaches.  
Maybe your husband will help you with this? 

НЌдя 11 ДержЏ кармЌн шЏре.  Он сегђдня стрижётся.  Don’t hold your breath.  He’s getting his hair cut 
today. 

Кђля 12 А твоЏ дЎти?  Что онЏ дЎлают?   And your children?  What are they doing? 

НЌдя 13 
14 

Ѕра ужЎ мне помогЌет, печёт торт для гостЎй.  
ОнЌ молодЎц! 

Ira is already helping me.  She’s baking a cake 
for the guests.  She’s wonderful. 

Кђля 15 А ПЎтя?  Что он дЎлает? And Petya?  What is he doing? 

НЌдя 16 
17  

По-мђему, ПЎтя слѓшает рэп-мѓзыку, мЌшет 
рукЌми и танцѓет.  Он никогдЌ не помогЌет. 

I think Petya is listening to music, waving his 
arms and dancing.  He never helps. 

Кђля 18 Какђй он ленЏвый! He is so lazy!! 

 
СловЌрь 
3 гость (m) guest 

5 иска<+   // по- look for; search for 

5 таракЌн cockroach 

7 мёт+´ // под- sweep 

7 сѕпа+ // по- pour a dry substance (There’s a different verb in Russian for pour a liquid.) 

7 яд poison 

10 стриѓ+...ся // по- get one’s hair cut (See 5.Б.7 for explanation of stress) 

 маха<+  
маха<+ рукЌми 

wave (Use the instrumental to refer to the body part that is waved.  More on this later.) 
wave one’s arms 
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СпряжЎние – Conjugation 
This is another lesson containing no small amount of material, 98% of which is review from last year.  Be sure to go over this 
lesson very carefully (как обѕчно!). 

 

5.А The One-Stem Verb System: Stems + Endings (Using Combination Rules) 
 
To describe conjugation we use what is known as the One-Stem Verb System1. (In case you’re interested, most 
other Russian grammar books use a Double-Stem System, based on the infinitive and the third-person plural 
present tense.  It’s not pretty, trust us.)  We strongly believe – and our experience has shown – that the One-Stem 
Verb System is the most effective way for learning and understanding Russian conjugation.  The major advantage 
of the One-Stem System is that it enables the student to predict forms for verbs that s/he has never seen before.  
Still, we must admit that the system is by no means simple, but it’s infinitely simpler and more straightforward 
than any other system.   
 
At the heart of the One-Stem System lies an attempt to describe conjugation as efficiently as possible. The goal is 
to minimize the amount of information that the student needs to remember in order to derive all the forms of a 
verb.  The system consists of three components: stems, endings, and combination rules. 
 
Verb stems combine with endings (using certain combination rules) to produce specific forms (first-person 
singular present, plural past, infintive, imperative, etc.).  The crucial position is where the final letter of the stem, 
either a vowel (V) or a consonant (C), combines with the first letter of the ending, either V or C (or ∅).  The basic 
rules of combination are very simple:  Opposites Attracts (harmony); Likes Repel (chaos).  The key is being 
able to predict what kind of chaos will result in an unstable environment.  
 

Basic Combination Rules for Combining Verb Stems + Endings 
Opposites Attract 

(and normally result in simple addition) 
 

Likes Repel  
(and normally result in truncation and possible mutation) 

C+V > CV дЎн+  + {U} > дЎну 

  читЌй+  + {O}т > читЌет 

V1+V2 > V2 вЏде+ + {U} > вЏжу (е is lost) 

  кричЌ+  + {I} > кричЏ (а is lost) 

V+C > VC пђмни+ + ть > пђмнить 

  целовЌ+ + ли > целовЌли 

C1+C2 > C2 читЌй+  + ть > читЌть (й is lost) 

  вёд+´ + л > вёл (д is lost) 

C1+C2 > C1 пёк+´ + л > пёк (л is lost) 
 
In today’s lesson on the present tense, we will deal only with vowel endings (because all present tense endings 
happen to begin with a vowel).  As we’ll see, in a V+V combination, it is always the first vowel (from the stem) 
that is deleted/truncated, i.e., V1 + V2 > V2.  (When we get to the past tense and infinitive, we’ll see instances 
where the consonant from the ending is lost.  And we’ll even see cases where both consonants remain – that’s 
coming up in a few weeks.) 
 
Those are really all the basic rules of our verb system.  There are some specific rules that apply to individual verb 
classes, which we’ll go over below. 
 

                                                 
1 Actually, our system is slightly different from the “classical” One-Stem Systems found in other books.  If you’re interested 
in finding out about these differences, we’ll be happy to fill you in on the details. 
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Note to those students who did not take SLA101-2 at Princeton 

 
In all likelihood, if you studied Russian in high school or at another university you did not learn conjugation using 
the One-Stem Verb System. Well, we have good news and bad news.  The “bad” news first – you must learn the 
One-Stem Verb System and give up on your old system.  If you try to hold onto your old system, you will 
become very confused.  The good news is that, as we mentioned above, the One-Stem System, more than any 
other approach to conjugation, gives you a really solid understanding of Russian verbs.  And it’s really not that 
hard, it just takes a little work at the beginning.  Please feel free to ask your instructor any questions about 
anything in the One-Stem Verb System that is even the slightest bit unclear.  We realize that this new approach to 
conjugation may come as a bit of a shock, so do not hesitate to ask for help. 
 
 

5.Б The Present (Non-Past) Tense 
 
5.Б.1  “Present” Tense Endings  
 
The endings presented below are normally referred to as “present tense” endings.  However, recall that perfective 
verbs with these endings have a future meaning: Я возьмѓ I will take; МЌша помђжет Masha will help, etc.  
Thus, technically, we could call them “non-past” endings, but that sounds, well, stupid. We’ll stick with the term 
present tense (but not forget about the possible future meaning).   
 
Also recall that the imperfective future is formed with the helping verb бѓд+ followed by the infinitive, as seen in 
line 2 of the dialogue: Я бѓду убирЌть квартЏру I’m going to clean up the apartment. 
 
 
5.Б.2  Two Conjugations in the Present Tense 
 
There are two sets of endings in the present tense, normally called 1st conjugation and 2nd conjugation.   

 

 1st Conjugation 2nd Conjugation 

Stem  нёс+´  читЌй+   пђмни+   сидЎ+  

я {U} несѓ   читЌю {U} пђмню сижѓ 

ты *ь{O}шь несёшь  читЌешь {I}шь помнишь сидЏшь 

он/Ќ/ђ * ь{O}т несёт  читЌет {I}т пђмнит сидЏт 

мы * ь{O}м несём читЌем {I}м пђмним сидЏм 

вы * ь{O}те несёте читЌете {I}те пђмните сидЏте 

онЏ {U}т несѓт читЌют {A}т пђмнят сидјт 
 
*All stems automatically (and unexpectedly) soften before endings in {O}.  For example, the stem remain is 
остЌн+...ся, which ends in the hard consonant н (the -ся comes after the stem and plays no role – see below).  For 
endings that begin {U} (the я and онЏ forms), the н remains hard and you write у (and not ю): я остЌнусь, онЏ 
остЌнутся.  However, since all stems soften before endings in {O}, we must write e for the “middle” forms (ты, 
он/Ќ, мы, вы): ты остЌнешься, он/Ќ остЌнется, мы остЌнемся, вы остЌнетесь.  Recall that {O} is spelled е 
when unstressed after a soft consonant.  When the ending is stressed, you must write ё: ты метёшь, он/Ќ метёт, 
мы метём, вы метёте; ты даёшь, он/Ќ даёт, мы даём, вы даёте. 
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5.Б.3  Consonant + -СЯ (занимЌется) / Vowel + -СЬ (занимЌюсь) 
 
Recall that the verbal suffix -ся gets “tacked” on after the present tense endings are attached.  Write -ся after a 
consonant (ты остЌнешься, он/Ќ остЌнется, мы остЌнемся, онЏ остЌнутся); -сь following a vowel (я остЌнусь, 
вы остЌнетесь).  We’ll discuss the various meanings of the verbal suffix -ся/-сь later in the course. 
 
 
 
5.Б.4  How to Determine the Conjugation of a Verb Stem 
 
Remember your mantra: “There are exactly three types of 2nd congujation verbs:  и-stems like говорЏ+, е-stems 
like сидЎ+ and жа-жа stems (stems in ша (слѕша+ ), жа (лежЌ+ ), ча (кричЌ+ ), ща (пищЌ+  squeak) , ој* 
(стој+ )).  All other verbs are 1st conjugation.”   
 
Say this every night before bed.  Stop people in the street and recite it.  Include it in your wedding vows. 
 
 
5.Б.4а  The Status of the Stems бој+…ся and стој+ as 2nd Conjugation Verbs 
 
Based on бој+...ся and стој+, which are 2nd conjugation verbs, you may be tempted to conclude that all verbs 
whose stems end in я (=й{A}) are 2nd conjugation, and that й is a жа-жа consonant similar to the hushers ш, ж, 
ч, щ.  But recall that there are several stems ending in я that are 1st conjugation (надЎя+...ся, смеј+ ..ся, and 
another dozen or so we didn’t see last year).  It turns out that бој+…ся and стој+ are the only two verbs with 
stems ending in я that are 2nd conjugation.  They are also the only two verbs in the entire language whose stems 
end in оя.  So, you can either think of бој+...ся and стој+ as “defective” жа-жа stems (keeping in mind that 
other stems in я are first conjugation), or else add a fourth category to 2nd conjugation verbs: оя-stems.  (To be 
honest, most students usually do not have a hard time keeping this straight.) 
 
 

***See the charts at the end of the lesson listing all stems broken down by conjugation*** 
 
 
5.Б.5  Up-to-Snuff (1st Conjugation) and Guitar (2nd Conjugation) Verbs 
 
One of the most common mistakes students make when forming the present tense is to use the 1st conjugation 
онЏ-form ending {U}т for 2nd conjugation verbs, which should have {A}т: the horrible sounding кричѓт  and 
говорїт, instead of the correct кричЌт and говорјт.  Well, we have a (really stupid) way to help you avoid this 
mistake.  Instead of referring to 1st or 2nd conjugation verbs (where 1st vs. 2nd doesn’t really tell you much about 
the actual endings), we suggest you think of: 1) Up-to Snuff verbs (u-o-u), and 2) Guitar verbs (u-i-a).  The 
vowels in these phrases are exactly the same as those in the two conjugations – in the correct order.  OK, it is 
stupid, but it may help.  (Hopefully, in the not too distant future, you won’t even have to think about conjugation; 
the correct verb endings will flow automatically off your tongue.) 
 
 
5.Б.6  Stress in the Present Tense: Shifting Stress (Almost) Only in Vocalic Stems 
 
Shifting stress in the present tense – from the ending of the я-form back to the stem in all other forms – is 
normally found only in vocalic stems, i.e., 2nd conjugation stems (и-, е-, жа-жа-stems) and а- and ну-stems 
among 1st conjugation.  Therefore, all stems that end in a consonant (читЌй+, нёс+´, остЌн+…ся) have fixed stress 
in the present tense.   The only exception to this  (that we have seen so far) is мог+ <, which does have shifting 
stress in the present tense even though its stem ends in a consonant.  
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New this year: We will mark shifting stress in the present tense with a raised <, which indicates the movement of 
the stress from the ending back onto the stem: купи<+, писа<+, держа<+, etc.  You may recall from last year that we 
used a  × to indicate all types of shifting stress, both in the present and the past (which has a different pattern of 
shifting stress).  The only problem with this symbol is that it does not indicate the direction of the shift in stress.  
By using < (and > for the past tense – details to follow), we eliminate this problem.  Here are examples of fixed and 
shifting stress in the present tense: 
 

Fixed Stress 
Stem Stress Ending Stress 

Shifting Stress 

читЌй+  пђмни+  пёк+´ говорЏ+  писа<+  люби<+  мог+ < 
читЂю  
читЂ ешь  
читЂ е т  
читЂ ем  
читЂ е т е  
читЂют  

пІмню  
пІмнишь  
пІмнит  
пІмним  
пІмните  
пІмнят  

пекЇ  
печЁшь  
печЁ т  
печЁм  
печЁ т е  
пекЇ т  

го ворЊ  
го ворЅшь  
го ворЅ т  
го ворЅм  
го ворЅ т е  
го ворЋ т  

пишЇ  
пЅшешь  
пЅшет  
пЅшем  
пЅшете  
пЅшут  

люблЊ  
лЊбишь  
лЊбиы  
лЊбим  
лЊбите  
лЊбят  

могЇ  
мІжешь  
мІжет  
мІжем  
мІжет е  
мІ гу т  

 
5.Б.7  “Mixed” Stress: End-Stress in Present, Stem-Stress in Past 
 
A number of verbs whose stems end in a consonant have a “mixed” stress pattern: end-stress in the present (and 
imperative), but stem-stress in the past (and infinitive).  By our definition this is not “shifting stress”, since the 
stress is stable within all the forms of a given tense.  We will mark “mixed” stress with a regular ´ directly over 
the final consonant of the stem. 
 

“Mixed” Stress: клад́+  
Present: End-Stress Past: Stem-Stress 
кладЇ  
кладЁшь  
кладЁ т  
кладЁм  
кладЁ т е  
кладЇ т  

клЂл  
клЂла  
клЂло  
клЂли  
 

 
In today’s lesson we find the verb стриѓ+...ся get one’s hair cut, which has this mixed stress pattern. 
 

  Question: What about the stress in the present tense of жив+ >?  What does that   > mean? 
 Answer: The stress in the present tense is fixed – on the ending: живѓ, живёшь, живёт, 

живѓт.  The > refers to shifting stress in the past tense, which is not part of this 
lesson. 

  Give the я – not Я!!, ты and онЏ forms for the following verbs / verb phrases:  
 
1. рабђтай+ как вол 2. бој+...ся егђ 3. жив+ > в ПрЏнстоне 
4. умЎй+ игрЌть на гитЌре 5. смотре<+ іту передЌчу 6. нёс+´ кнЏги 
7. остЌн+…ся дђма 8. звонЏ+ своЎй мЌтери 9. стој+ на балкђне 
10. ничегђ не слѕша+  11. гулјй+ в пЌрке кЌждый день 12. ни чертЌ не пђмни+  
13. напивЌй+..ся кЌждый день 14. кричЌ+ на нЌшего бЎдного 

профЎссор 
15. говорЏ+ по-рѓсски без 

акцЎнта 
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5.Б.8  Spelling “Rules” in Present Tense Forms 
 
As we saw above, all 1st conjugation stems unexpectedly soften before endings that begin in {O}.  Actually, we 
can make an even broader generalization about all verb forms, not just the present tense: 
 

All verb stems soften before endings in {O} (-ё/-е), {I} (-и), {A} (-я) 
 

So, you will never see either о or ы as part of a verbal ending.  Never!  But what about the letter а?  (We’ll ask 
you about this in class.) 
 
In our discussion of the present tense, we did not need to specify that stems automatically soften before endings in 
{I} and {A}.  Why not?  (We’ll also ask you about this in class.)   
 
It will become clear later on, when we discuss the imperative and gerunds, just why we need to stipulate that 
stems soften before {I} and {A}. 
 
 
5.В  Vowel plus Vowel (V1+V2>V2) Truncation Leading to Mutation in Stem 
 
In some cases, when the final vowel of the stem is truncated and replaced by the first vowel of the ending, the 
preceding consonant (or group of consonants) may: 1) mutate to a husher (e.g., д > ж; т > ч); 2) insert a soft ль 
(e.g., б > бль; м > мль)  3) change altogether ({O}ва > {U}й).  (We’ll refer to all three as “mutations”.)  Here is a 
list of all mutations in the present tense: 
 

Final Stem 
Consonant / Cluster 

Mutates to.. Examples 

Stem  First-Singular (я-form) 

З вози<+    вожѓ 

Д вЏде+   вЏжу 

Г 
Ж 

двЏга+  двЏжу 

Т плати<+   плачѓ 

К 
Ч 

плЌка+   плЌчу 

С писа<+    пишѓ 

Х 
Ш 

маха<+    машѓ 

СК иска<+   ищѓ 

СТ 
Щ 

простЏ+  прощѓ 

   

Б БЛЬ люби<+ +  люблї 

В ВЛЬ готђви+  готђвлю 

М МЛЬ корми<+   кормлї 

П ПЛЬ сѕпа+   сѕплю 

(Ф) ФЛЬ rare графЏ+   графлї 

   

{O}ва {U}й завЏдова+  завЏдую 
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5.В.1  Where Mutation Occurs in the Present Tense: Three Patterns 
 
Unfortunately, mutation does not occur consistently across all verb types.  There are three patterns: 
 
1) Only in the 1st singular (я-form) for 2nd-conjugation verbs (и-, е-stems) :  
 

Stem Mutated я-form Other forms (No mutation) 
готђви+  готђвлю готђвишь, готђвит, готђвим, готђвите, готђвят 

люби<+  люблї лїбишь, лїбит, лїбим, лїбите, лїбят 

вЏде+  вЏжу вЏдишь, вЏдит, вЏдим, вЏдите, вЏдят 

спроси<+  спрошѓ спрђсишь, спрђсит, спрђсим, спрђсите, спрђсят 

чЏсти+  чЏщу чЏстишь, чЏстит, чЏстим, чЏстите, чЏстят 

отвЎти+  отвЎчу отвЎтишь, отвЎтит, отвЎтим, отвЎтите, отвЎтят 

 
Mutation in 2ndconjugation verbs is found in и-stems and е-stems only; in жа-жа-stems the consonant preceding 
the truncated vowel is already mutated (a husher).  (See below for discussion of lack of mutation of й.)  

 
2) In all forms for а-stems and {O}ва-stems:  

 

Stem All Forms With Mutation 
писа<+  пишѓ, пЏшешь, пЏшет, пЏшем, пЏшете, пЏшут 

иска<+  ищѓ, Џщешь, Џщет, Џщем, Џщете, Џщут 

сѕпа+  сѕплю, сѕплешь, сѕплем, сѕплете, сѕплют 

маха<+  машѓ, мЌшешь, мЌшет, мЌшем, мЌшете, мЌшут 

бормота<+  бормачѓ, бормђчешь, бормђчет, бормђчем, бормђчете, бормђчут 

плЌка+  плЌчу, плЌчешь, плЌчет, плЌчем, плЌчете, плЌчут 

танцевЌ- тaнцѓю, тaнцѓешь, тaнцѓет, тaнцѓем, тaнцѓете, тaнцѓют 

горевЌ+  горїю, горїешь, горїет, горїем, горїете, горїют 

 

3) For the velar stems (those ending in к or г – there are no stems in х), mutation occurs before endings in {O} 
(the “middle” forms) but not before endings in{U} (the я and онЏ forms).  See discussion directly below for 
the “exceptional” nature of mutation in velar stems. 

 

Stem Mutation Before Endings in {O} No Mutation Before {U} 
пёк+´ печёшь, печёт, печём, печёте пекѓ, пекѓт 

стриѓ+…ся стрижёшься, стрижётся, стрижёмся, 
стрижётесь 

стугѓсь, стригѓтся 
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5.В.1a  Velar Mutation As Exception; All Other C+V Combinations Are Harmonious 
 
Based on the general rules of combination outlined earlier (Opposites Attract/Likes Repel) we would not predict 
mutation in velar stems (since they’re all stable C+V in the present tense).  So, here the mutation (of г > ж and к 
> ч) is really an exception.  A very common mistake students make is to apply mutation to other C+V 
environments.  Please don’t do this!  If the stem ends in a non-velar consonant, that stem consonant never 
mutates.  Just attach the present tense endings directly (in harmonious C+V): 

 

Stem in C All Forms Without Consonant Mutation 
дЎн+  дЎну, дЎнешь, дЎнет, дЎнем, дЎнете, дЎнут 

нёс+´ несѓ, несёшь, несёт, несём, несёте, несѓт 

жив+ > живѓ, живёшь, живёт, живём, живёте, живѓт 

вёз+´ везѓ, везёшь, везёт, везём, везёте, везѓт 

мёт+´ метѓ, метёшь, метём, метёте, метѓт 

крад́+  крадѓ, крадёшь, крадёт, крадём, крадёте, крадѓт 

грёб+´ гребѓ, гребёшь, гребёт, гребём, гребёте, гребѓт 

читЌй+  читЌю, читЌешь, читЌет, читЌем, читЌете, читЌют 

гулјй+  гулјю, гулјешь, гулјет, гулјем, гулјете, гулјтют 

 

  Question: What happened to the й in читЌй+ and гулЌй+ in the present tense forms?  I 
thought the point of this section was that the stem-final consonant is not lost?  
But I don’t see an й anywhere in читЌю, читЌем, гулјешь, гулјют, etc. 

 Answer: You should know better.   

The letter й may be gone in these forms, but the sound й is still there, as much 
as the sounds т or д are present in forms like метѓ or ведёшь, respectively.  
Recall from our discussion of the representation of the й sound (Lesson 2) that 
when not immediately preceded by a consonant, a soft indicating vowel 
(except и) indicates the presence of a й sound.  Thus, in читЌю, гулјешь, etc. 
the endings ({U}, {O}шь, respectively) have simply been added to the stem, 
with the й sound being “incorporated” into the soft-indicating vowels ю/е.   

 
 
 

Where Mutation of Stem Consonant Occurs: Summary 
2nd Conjugation Verbs 1st Conjugation Verbs 

И-Stems, E-Stems: Я-form Only A-Stems, {О}ВА-Stems: Everywhere К-Stems, Г-Stems: Before {O} Endings 
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Give the я, онЌ, and онЏ forms of the following verbs / verb phrases. 

1. иска<+ подЌрок для отцЌ 2. отвЎти+ на егђ вопрђс 3. люби<+ рѓсскую литератѓру 
4. чЏсти+  зѓбы кЌждое ѓтро 5. грёб+´row кЌждое ѓтро 6. кЌждую недЎлю глЌди+ брїки 
7. корми<+ котЌ два рЌза в день 8. маха<+  рукЌми 9. хорошђ танцевЌ+  
10. готђви+ обЎд 11. помог+ < емѓ зЌвтра 12. мёт+´ пол кЌждый день 
13. лиза<+ lick морђженное 14. писа<+ лЎвой рукђй 15. пёк+´ хлеб 
 
5.В.2  Consonants That Do Not Mutate 
 
There are a few cases where the V1+V2>V2 truncation does not cause the final stem consonant to mutate: 
 
1) In 2nd conjugation (Guitar) verbs, н, р, and л remain soft in all forms, but do not mutate to another consonant: 
 

говорЏ+  говорї, говорЏшь, говорЏт, говорЏм, говорЏте, говорјт 

звенЎ+ ring звенї, звенЏшь, звенЏт, звенЏм, звенЏте, звенјт 

пили<+ saw пилї, пЏлишь, пЏлит, пЏлим, пЏлите, пЏлят 
 
 
2) In 1st conjugation (Up-to-Snuff) Verbs in ну/[ну] (we’ll explain the difference between these two stem types 

when we cover the past tense, but that is irrelevant for the present tense endings), the н remains hard even 
after V+V truncation.  (Of course, the н softens before endings beginning in {O} – that rule has absolutely no 
exceptions.): 

 
вернѓ+...ся вернѓсь, вернёшься, вернётся, вернёмся, вернётесь, вернѓтся 

исчЎз[ну]+  исчЎзну, исчЎзнешь, исчЎзнет, исчЎзнем, исчЎзнете, исчЎзнут 
 
 
3) In 2nd conjugation (Guitar) жа-жа-stems, the consonant preceding the stem-final а is already mutated (it’s a 

husher) and does not change: 
 

кричЌ+  кричѓ, кричЏшь, кричЏт, кричЏм, кричЏте, кричЌт 

слѕша+  слѕшу, слѕшишь, слѕшит, слѕшим, слѕшите, слѕшат 
лежЌ+  лежѓ, лежЏшь, лежЏт, лежЏм, лежЏте, лежЌт 

пищЌ+ squeal пищѓ, пищЏшь, пищЏт, пищЏм, пищЏте, пищЌт 
 
 
4) Similarly, in the 2nd conjugation жа-жа stems бој+…ся and стој+, the й does not mutate.  Nor does the й 

mutate in 1st conjugation а-stems like смеј+…ся, надЎя+…ся: 
 

бој+…ся боїсь, боЏшься, боЏтся, боЏмся, боЏтесь, бојтся 
стој+  стої, стоЏшь, стоЏт, стоЏм, стоЏте, стојт 
смеј+…ся смеїсь, смеёшься, смеётся, смеёмся, смеётесь, смеїтся 
надЎя+…ся надЎюсь, надЎешься, надЎется, надЎемся, надЎетесь, надЎются 
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There is one other important group of stems where consonant mutation does not occur after V+V truncation, 
which we will discuss in a future lesson.  (In case you’re interested, it’s in verbs like жда>+ wait, бра>+ take, which 
we’ll call “non-syllabic a-stems”.  More on this later.) 
 
 
 

Give the я, мы, and онЏ forms of the following verbs / verb phrases. 

1. стој+ на головЎ 2. вернѓ+…ся в срЎду 3. прекрЌсно говорЏ+ по-рѓсски  

4. никогдЌ не кричЌ+ на детЎй 5. смеј+…ся над ним 6. лежЌ+ на дивЌне 
7. пищЌ+ squeal как мышь 8. ни чертЌ не пђмни+ 9. никогђ не бој+…ся 

10. бѕстро привѕк[ну]+ к 
занјтиям 

11. пили<+  saw дЎрево 12. слѕша+ как поёт ВЎра  

 
 
 
 
In the chart on the following page you will find information on the present tense of all the verb types discussed in 
this lesson.  You may want to look at the chart before completing the next oral exercise. 
 
 
 
 

Give the я, вы, and онЏ forms of the following verbs / verb phrases. This exercise contains all 
types of verbs discussed in the lesson: 

1. читЌй+ газЎту кЌждое ѓтро 2. люби<+ её 3. стриѓ+...ся сегђдня вЎчером 
4. надЎя+...ся, что он придёт 5. емѓ завЏдова+  6. вёд+´ собЌку в парк 

7. сидЎ+  на полѓ 8. пляса<+ dance в бЌре кЌждый 
вЎчер 

9. умЎй+ стојть на головЎ 

10. корми<+ их лђшадь 11. что-то слѕша+  12. стЌн+ президЎнтом 
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1st-Conjugation (Up-to-Snuff Verbs) 

Examples Stem 
Type Stem я он/Ќ онЏ 

Comments 

АЙ читЌй+  
гулјй+  

читЌю 
глујю 

читЌет 
гулјет 

читЌют 
гулјют 

ЕЙ умЎй+  
болЎй+  

умЎю 
болЎю 

умЎет 
болЎет 

умЎют 
болЎют 

• АЙ stems are by far the most 
commonly found stems in Russian 

• Fixed stem stress 

А писа<+  
сѕпа+  
смеј+...ся 
надЎя+...ся 

пишѓ 
сѕплю 
смеїсь 
надЎюсь 

пЏшет 
сѕплет 
смеётся 
надЎется 

пЏшут 
сѕплют 
смеїтся 
надЎются 

• Mutation throughout the present, 
where possible 

• Shifting stress is quite common 

Г / К мог+ < 
стриѓ+...ся 
пёк+´ 

могѓ 
стригѓсь 
пекѓ 

мђжешь 
стрижётся 
печёт 

мђгут 
стригѓтся 
пекѓт 

• Mutatation only before endings in {O} 
• мог+ < has irregular shifting stress in 

the present 
• End-stress is quite common 

Other 
Consonants 

(Д, Т, З, С, 
В, Н) 

вёд+´ 
крад́+ 
мёт+´ 
вёз+´ 
нёс+´ 
жив+ > 
стЌн+  

ведѓ 
крадѓ 
метѓ 
везѓ 
несѓ 
живѓ 
стЌну 

ведёт 
крадёт 
метёт 
везёт 
несёт 
живёт 
стЌнет 

ведѓт 
крадѓт 
метѓт 
везѓт 
несѓт 
живѓт 
стЌнут 

• End stress is quite common 
• Remember to write у and not ю for я 

and онЏ forms 

{O}ва завЏдова+  
танцевЌ+  

завЏдую 
танцѓю 

завЏдует 
танцѓет 

завЏдуют 
танцѓют 

• Mutation {O}ва > {U}й throughout 
present 

• Fixed stress on stem (So far) 

2nd-Conjugation (Guitar Verbs) 
Examples Stem 

Type Stem я онЌ онЏ 
Comments 

И купи<+  
говорЏ+  
учи<+...ся 
пђмни+  

куплї 
говорї 
учѓсь 
пђмню 

кѓпит 
говорЏт 
ѓчится 
пђмнит 

кѓпят 
говорјт 
ѓчатся 
пђмнят 

Е смотре<+  
вЏде+  
летЎ+  

смотрї 
вЏжу 
лечѓ 

смђтрит 
вЏдит 
летЏт 

смђтрят 
вЏдят 
летјт 

• Mutation in я form only.   
• No mutation in р-, н-, л-stems 
• Shifting stress is quite common. 

Жа-Жа кричЌ+  
слѕша+  
стој+  
бој+...ся 

кричѓ 
слѕшу 
стої 
боїсь 

кричЏт 
слѕшит 
стоЏт 
боЏтся 

кричЌт 
слѕшат 
стојт 
бојтся 

• No mutation – since the final stem 
consonant is already mutated.   

• Just attach -т to stem to get онЏ-form 
• бој+...ся / стој+  only two оя-stems 
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 УпражнЎние 1  ОтвЎтьте на вопрђсы: 
 
1. Outline consonant mutation – in what verb types does it occur, and in what forms.  Give some examples – but 

you don’t have to give an example of each mutation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Describe shifting stress in the present tense – from where to where?  Which verb types (almost) never have 

shifting stress in the present tense?  (Try to make the most general statement possible.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  Give the verb forms.  Try not to look back at the lesson: 
 
вёд+´ Stem Type _______ 

Conjugation ______ 
проси<+  
 

Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

краснЎй+  Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 
дЎн+  Stem Type _______ 

Conjugation ______ 
стриѓ+...ся 
 

Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

интересовЌ+..ся Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
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иска<+  Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

держа<+  
 

Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

спас+´ Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 
перепѓтай+  Stem Type _______ 

Conjugation ______ 
дрема<+  
 

Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

пёк+´ Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 
слыв+> Stem Type _______ 

Conjugation ______ 
стој+  
 

Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

болЎ+  Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 
плЌка+ Stem Type _______ 

Conjugation ______ 
смеј+...ся 
 

Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

плати<+  Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 
лови<+  
 

Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

вЏде+  
 

Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

маха<+  Stem Type _______ 
Conjugation ______ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 


