Iécus: OxymxaBa

u Be H a’n uaT bl ﬁ y p o’ K CruxotBopénme:  TroTueB

I'pammarnka: 12.A: Dative of Experience
12.B5: Modal Use of Infinitive
12.B: Uses of the Verb Bépu+

This is the first of twelve “song/poem” lessons. Our suggestions on how to proceed: 1) Listen to the song/poem several times
and fill in the blanks; 2) Listen and repeat the song/poem several times; 3) Read over the grammar and do the oral exercises.
The grammar explanations may help you figure out certain forms you may have been unsure of (hint, hint); 4) Listen and
repeat once or twice more.

On each exam you will have to option to sing a song or recite a poem for extra credit. (Many students have raised several of
their test scores by memorizing songs or poems.)

For all “authentic” texts (songs, poems, stories), you are only responsible for vocabulary given in bold. (Of course, when
you sing/recite a work, you must include all the words.)

Byaar Okymkasa (1924-1997)

9 Ho Te, uto ,

10 Hepxarecs _ CTOpOH
CnoBapb
3 | mércTBoO childhood
¢ IércTBa from/since childhood
B 1éTCTBE in/during childhood; as a child
(Note that instead of the typical Ha-c pair of prepositions, it’s B-c.)
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5 | BMécTo + genitive instead of
5 | mpunés chorus (of a song)
6 | mpoxomit+ // {npoiin+ "/ mpomé+” (&)} go past; pass; overtake

Infinitive nmpo#iTi

7 | mopsiok (o) order (We saw this noun in the phrase Bcé B mopsinke A/l is in
order; Everything is OK.)

87 | BéY/HbIl (€) eternal

87 | cBATOI holy

8 | Te, 4yTo = me moou, komopwie (This is rather colloquial.)

10 | mepxar...cs + genitive keep to; stay on (a certain side)

Dénop UBanosuu Trotuen (1803-1873)

1 Ymom IOHSATD,

2 Apwgn_ U3MEpUTH;

3 Hell 0ocOOeHH cTaTh —

4 B
1866

CnoBapb

1 |ym mind; intellect( related to yMHBIi1)

2 | apmmH arshin (old Russian unit of length equal to ~28 inches)

2 | m3mepsiii+ // usmépu+ measure

3 |y He# =y neé (This is an archaic form, used here for meter, and to create a certain

mood.)
3 |cratb (F) figure; character; type
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12-i ypok pammaTuka

12.A Dative of Experience Constructions

Note: We realize that, officially at least, the dative case has not yet been presented. However, if memory serves us correctly,
you did cover it last year. In our examples (and on the exam) we'll stick with pronouns.

In the first two lines of the song we find the construction MHe ... HUKoraa He TécHo [ 'm never cramped, I never
feel crowded. Let’s review various “Dative of Experience” constructions (and see when you cannot use them).

To express how one feels (either physically or emotionally), Russian often uses a “Dative of Experience”
construction, which consists of the following elements:

1) Dative 2) Third-Person Neuter of 3) Adverb/Neuter 4) Adverbial Phrase
“Subject”™ be (in Past and Future) Predicate** (optional)
Mue/emy/eit/nam OnL10/0yIeT XOpOIIO/CKYIHO/XOI0THO TaM/Buepa/oe3 manbTo

* We put the word subject in parentheses because, technically, only nouns in the nominative can be the
grammatical subject of a sentence in Russian. Still, in these constructions it is certainly the noun in the dative that
“feels” like the subject.

**The exact status of this element — is it simply an adverb or is it a something called a “predicate”? — is actually a
rather tricky question. For our purposes, it really doesn’t matter what we call it.

The key when translating from English into Russian is avoid a kneejerk /=5, she=ond, they=onu reaction. Before
you instinctively blurt out that nominative subject, take a second to think, Could this phrase contain a dative

“subject”?

Some more examples of the Dative of Experience:

MHe m16xo. I don’t feel well.

Emy ceituac myudire/xyxe. He feels better/worse now.

Eit Bcerna sxapko/x010,1HO. She’s always hot/cold.

Bawm Oyner Béceno y Hac. You’ll have a good time at our place.

Mse 65110 6UeHD HHTEPECHO Ha JIEKIIHN. 1 found the lecture very interesting.

41 6oroch, uTo TEOE OYIEeT CKyJHO Ha Omepe. I'm afraid you'll be bored at the opera.

WM 68110 OYEHB TPYCTHO KOT/AA OA0yIITKa yMepa. They were very sad when their grandmother died.

Still, as common as these Dative of Experience constructions are, you can’t use them for every expression of
physical or emotional states. Here are some examples using a regular nominative subject with either an adjective
or verb:

S rémonen. I'm hungry.
Omn x04eT muTh. * He’s thirsty.
Omna ycrana. She’s tired.

* To be honest, the best way to say He's thirsty is with the dative construction Emy xé4eTrcst nuth, though On

Xx04eT mMUTH is by no means incorrect.
I
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@ MNepeBeanTe Ha pycckun

1. Are you bored? 2. They were very hot in the train compartment.
3. I think we will be cramped. 4. He’s very hungry.

5. Idon’t feel well. 6. Do you feel better?

7. We feel very sad. 8. I’m thirsty.

9. We were very cold in the dorm. 10. Do you find this interesting?

l 12.6 Modal Use of Infinitive: Bare Infinitive To Express Im/possibility ]

In line 1 of the poem we find the line YMom Péccuro ne nousite One cannot grasp Russian with one’s mind or
Russia cannot be understood with the mind. Let’s look at one so-called “modal” use of the infinitive. By
“modal” we mean expressing either im/possibility (can/not), advisability (should, must), permission (may), as
well as a host of similar shades of meaning. For now we’ll look just im/possibility.

12.b.1 Bare Perfective Infinitive + Dative “Subject” to Express Im/possibility

Up until now the uses of the infinitive we have seen in Russian have been more or less parallel to those we find in
English. In both languages we find the infinitive after helping verbs like want, like, be able (can), promise, going
(future). We also saw the infinitive after certain predicates, as in Tpyano HaiiTu padory /t’s hard to find a job
or [IpusiTHO cnaTh Ha nUBAHe It’s pleasant to sleep on the sofa, etc.

Now let us look at one use of the infinitive in Russian that does not correspond to anything in English, one of the
so-called modal uses of the infinitive. In Russian a bare perfective infinitive (without any helping verb or
predicate in sight) used with an optional dative “subject” can express possibility, (or impossibility when combined
with the negative particle He):

I'ne MHe HAWTH TaKOro yeaoBéka? Where can I find such a person?

Kaxk eit yroBopuTh er6 octatbcsi B MOCKBE? How can she convince him to stay in Moscow?
Hawm Hurmé He KynuTh 3Ty KHUTY. We cannot buy that book anywhere.

Huxomy He criets 3Ty nécHio, kak JI¢Ha. No one can sing that song like Lena.

In some cases, as we see from the first line of the poem ¥Ymoém Pocciiio He moHsITS, it is possible to omit the
dative “subject,” in which case the best way to translate the phrase is with generalized you, or one (though one
sound a bit formal to some), or even as a passive sentence:

DTy ABEpb HE OTKPBITH 0€3 KITI0U4. One cannot open that door without a key.
That door cannot be opened without a key.

Kak cTath mpe3unéHTom, éciiu HeT JEHeT? How can one become president if one has no
money?

Notice that in all the examples above, the statements (as opposed to questions) are all negative, while the
affirmative uses of the “infinitive of possibility” are found only in questions.

As you probably can tell, there’s a lot more to be said about the modal use of infinitives (and modals in general),

which we will do a little later in the course.
|
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@ MNepeBeanTe Ha pycckun

1. Ican’tclose the window. 2. Where can we obtain tickets to that play
(=performance)?

3. She can’t read this article without a dictionary. 4. He can’t pay for such an expensive dinner.
5. Where can one buy a leather armchair? 6. How can they do that?
7. He just can’t (Hmkdk) get used to classes. 8. Ican’teat all those apples.

12.B Believe: Bépu+ + Dative or B + Accusative

The last line of the poem reads B Pocciiio mo:kH0 TO1bK0 BépUTH One can only believe in Russia. Let’s look at
the various ways the verb Bépu+ believe is used.

Last year we only saw Bépu+ followed by the dative, to indicate either that: 1) you think the person is telling the
truth, or; 2) you trust the person. (It’s difficult to say whether Russian actually makes this distinction between
believe and trust. In any case, keep in mind that both these concepts are expressed by Bépu+ + dative.)

Céapa He Béprita POOepTy KOTIA OH CKa3all, 4To He Sara didn’t believe Robert when he said that he
nerroBan Jxymu. didn’t kiss Judy.

51 Te6¢ He BépIO! I don’t believe/trust you!

OHA I0YeMy-TO HE BEPUT EMY. For some reason she doesn’t believe/trust him.

We also saw Bépu+ followed by the dative in the following fixed expression from Part 2 of the story:

$1 He MOT MTOBEPUTH MOMM TJIa3aM. I couldn’t believe my eyes.

As we see in the last line of the poem Bépu+ can also be used with B + accusative to indicate (deeply held)
belief/faith in God or a doctrine (often a political system), or even a country or a single person:

Twr Béputib B bora? (Notice bor is “animate™.) Do you believe in God?

OH 710 KOHIIA CBOSH XKHU3HU BEPHIT B KOMMYHH3M. He believed in Communism until the day he died.
Mpg1 BEpUM B AMEPHKY . We believe in America.

S Bépro B TeOs! 1 believe in you!

OH HU BO YTO HE BEPUT. He doesn’t believe in anything.

g@ MepeBeanTe Ha PyCCKU
1. Previously, my older brother didn’t believe in God. 2. I don’t trust him.
3. Why don’t you believe me? 4. Do you believe in ghosts? (mpuBuaéuus inanimate)

5. Ibelieve in Democracy. (1eMOKpaTHsI) 6. She doesn’t believe in anything.
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12-i1 ypok - [lomaluHee 3agaHue

2 YnpaxHénue 1  TNepeBeayTe NECHIO U CTUXOTBOPEHME HA AaHTMUINCKUM

2< YnpaxHéHue 2 lepeBeauTte Ha PyCCKUN

1. They felt/were cramped in such a small room.

2. Thad a very happy childhood.

3. We just can't take (measure) the temperature (Temrnepatypa) of that elephant.

4. He ordered vodka instead of milk.

5. She complains eternally.

6. One should think with one’s head and not one’s heart.



12-i1 ypok - [lomaluHee 3agaHue

2< YnpaxHénne 3 Omeémbme Ha Bonpdchl. Use complete sentences (and the
constructions described in the lesson).

1. Do you believe in God?

2. Whom do you (not) trust and why?

3. What can you just not do (no how)?
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