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 ОнЌ заслѓживает горЌздо лѓчшего     She deserves much better 

ТЌня 1  
2  
3  
4 

(РазговрЌивает по телефђну) ЖелЌю тебе 
удЌчи.  Ну лЌдно, всегђ дђброго (всегђ 
хорђшего).  (ТЌня вЎшает трѓбку).  БЎдная ВЎра!  
Мне её ђчень жЌлко. 

(Speaking on the phone.)  (I wish you) good 
luck.  Well, OK, all the best.  (Tanya hangs up 
the receiver.)  Poor Vera!  I really feel sorry for 
her. 

ПЌша 5   Почемѓ?  Мне кЌжется, у неё неплохЌя жизнь.   Why?  It seems to me that she doesn’t have a 
bad life. 

ТЌня 6  
7 

Её муж такђй нахЌл и эгоЏст.  ВЎра 
заслѓживает горЌздо лѓчшего. 

Her husband is such a jerk and an egomaniac.  
Vera deserves much better. 

ПЌша 8  
9 

О чём ты говорЏшь! У её мѓжа хорђшая рабђта.  
У них роскђшный дом, дЌча. 

What do you mean!  Her husband has a good 
job.  They have a luxurious house, a summer 
house. 

ТЌня 10 ДЎньги ещё не всё!  Money isn’t everything.   

ПЌша 11 
12 

ГоворЏ за себј!  Почемѓ же онЌ от негђ не 
ухђдит, раз онЌ так несчЌстлива? 

Speak for yourself. So why doesn’t she leave 
him, if (given that) she’s so unhappy. 

ТЌня 13 
14 
15 

Не знЌю. КогдЌ она выходЏла за негђ зЌмуж, онЌ 
былЌ полнЌ счЌстья.  А тепЎрь у неё нет никакђй 
надЎжды на бѓдущее. 

I don’t know.  When she married him, she was 
full of happiness.  But now she has no hope for 
the future. 

ПЌша 16 Ну, ты ужЎ преувелЏчивaешь! Come on, you’re exaggerating (have reached 
the level of exaggerating). 

 
СловЌрь 
 
1 желЌй+ // по- + dative + genitive wish someone something (See grammar explanation.) 

2 всегђ дђброго all the best (See grammar explanation.) 

2 всегђ хорђшего all the best (See grammar explanation.) 

4 dative жЌлко + accusative feel sorry for someone (See grammar explanation.) 

7 заслѓживай+ // заслужи<+  deserve (See grammar explanation.) 

10 дЎньги ещё не всё money isn’t everything  (For some reason you need the word ещё in Russian) 

11 говорЏ/те за себј speak for yourself 

12 раз given (the fact) that; since; seeing that 

14 пђлон (о) полнЌ, полнђ, полнѕ + 
genitive 

full of (See grammar explanation.) 

15 надЎжда (на + accusative) hope (for)  (Related to надЎя+...ся) 

15 бѓдущее future (Why is this in the neuter? We’ll ask about this in class.) 

16 преувелЏчивай+ // преувелЏчи+  exaggerate 
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16.A РодЏтельный ПадЎж – Pronouns (МестоимЎния)  
 

ИменЏтельный РодЏтельный 

я менј 
ты тебј 
он/ђ (н)егђ 
онЌ (н)её 
мы нас 
вы вас 
онЏ (н)их 

ни/чтђ ни/чегђ 
ни/ктђ ни/когђ 

всё всегђ 
все всех 

self (No Nominative) себј 
 
 
 

16.Б More Uses of the Genitive 
 
16.Б.1  Verbs that Govern the Genitive 
 
Generally, not very many verbs govern the genitive, at least not without a preposition.  Last year we saw just one, 
бој+...ся fear; be afraid of.  
  Practice with genitive pronouns - Change the ‘fearer’ and the ‘feared’.  Be sure to move 

question words to the front. 
 
Example: СЌша / я  ⇒  СЌша боЏтся менј 
  НЏна / что ⇒  Чегђ НЏна боЏтся? 
 
1. Я / он 2. МЌша / всё 3. Мы / вы 4. Никтђ / онЌ 
5. Все / мы 6. ЛЏза / я 7. Я / онЏ 8. ВЎра / ты 
9. Мој собЌка / все 10. Кђля / что? 11. СЎва / кто? 12. ЛЏда / self 
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Here’s another verb that governs the genitive (as well as the dative): 
 

желЌй+ // по- (+ dative) + genitive  wish (someone) something 
 
 
The thing wished (e.g. luck, health, happiness, success) is in genitive, while the person to whom this is wished 
(optionally) appears in dative.  Often the dative indirect object is omitted, since it’s usually clear to whom you are 
wishing something – normally either тебЎ or вам.  In addition, quite often the verb itself is omitted, and just a 
bare genitive phrase is used.  Many of these genitive phrases have become fixed expressions, especially всегђ 
дђброго / всегђ хорђшего, which are used as polite partings. 
 

ЖелЌю тебЎ удЌчи. I wish you good luck.   

ОнЌ емѓ пожелЌла здорђвья и счЌстья. She wished him health and happiness. 

УдЌчи тебЎ. Good luck to you. 

Всегђ дђброго. / Всегђ хорђшего. All the best.  (More or less interchangeable.) 
 
So now we can understand the “strange” case in the phrase спокђйной нђчи good night.  It’s genitive, with the 
verb желЌй+ as well as the indirect object having been ellipted.   
 
 
But note that other, seemingly parallel phrases appear in nominative: 
 

Дђброе ѓтро. Good morning.. 

Дђбрый день. Good day. 

Дђбрый вЎчер. Good evening. 
 
What accounts for this difference in case?  All of the nominative phrases are actually greetings (something you 
say to someone when you first see them), while the genitive phrases are parting phrases.  (That doesn’t exactly 
explain the difference in case, but it can help you keep these straight.) 
 
 
16.Б.2  The Genitive For Abstract Nouns (Vs. Accusative for Concrete Nouns) 
 
There are several verbs that can mark their direct object either with the accusative or the genitive, depending on 
its concreteness (specificity)/abstractness (arbitrariness).  Concrete (specific) objects appear in the accusative, 
while abstract (non-specific) nouns may appear in the genitive.  Here are the most common verbs to which this 
applies are: 
 

 

Verbs That Can Govern Accusative or Genitive 

жда>+ // подо-   wait (for) 

хотЎть    want 

иска<+ // по-   look for 

заслѓживай+ // заслужи<+   deserve 

проси<+ // по-   ask for 
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Some examples contrasting the specific accusative vs. non-specific genitive on direct objects: 
 

Я жду автђбус нђмер шесть. I’m waiting for bus number 6. 

Я жду автђбуса. I’m waiting for a bus. 

Все хотјт нђвую машЏну. Everyone wants a new car. 

Все хотјт мЏра. Everyone wants peace. 

Я ищѓ ключЏ. I’m looking for my keys. 

Я ищѓ счЌстья. I’m looking for happiness. 

Он заслѓживает лѓчшего. He deserves better. 

Он заслѓживает пятёрку. He deserves an A. 

ОнЏ просЏли іту кнЏгу They are asking for that book. 

ОнЏ просЏли пђмощи. They are asking for help. 

 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. Good luck! 2. All the best!  (2 ways) 

3. I’m looking for my keys. 4. I’m looking for happiness. 

5. Vera deserves an A. 6. Vera deserves better. 

7. I’m waiting for Nina. 8. I’m waiting for a bus. 
 
 
16.Б.2  A Short-Form Adjective That Governs the Genitive: Пђлон (о) full of 
 
The short-form adjective пђлон (о) полнЌ, полнђ, полнѕ full of is followed by the genitive.  Note that in all 
forms except the masculine, the stress falls on the ending.   
 

СтакЌн был пђлон молокЌ. The glass was full of milk. 

ЧЌшка полнЌ апельсЏнового сђка. The cup is full of orange juice. 

РЌньше онЌ былЌ полнЌ счЌстья. Before she was full of happiness. 

Аудитђрия полнЌ людЎй. The auditorium is full of people. 
 

ПереведЏте на рѓсский.  (You will need the genitive plural for a few answers.) 

1. The cup is full of black coffee. 2. The room is full of smoke дым. 

3. The fridge is full of beer 4. The auditorium is full of students. 

5. The glass was full of cheap vodka. 6. Vera was full of hope. 
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16.В Frozen Possessives vs. Genitive Third Person Pronouns (±н) 
 
Don’t confuse the third person possessives егђ, её, их, which never change regardless of case, number, gender, 
with the third person genitive pronouns, which are spelled exactly the same only after a bare verb that requires 
genitive (such as бој+...ся, слѓшай+...ся).  After any preposition that requires genitive you must attach an ‘н-’ to 
the pronoun, but not to the possessive.  Look at these three different cases: 
 

Genitive Pronouns (± н- depending on preceding element) Possessives (No ‘н-’ ever) 

After a bare verb (No ‘н-’) After any preposition (With ‘н-’) After both verbs and prepositions

Я егђ/её/их боїсь. Љто для негђ/неё/них. Я боїсь его/её/их сестрѕ. 

Љто для егђ/её/их брЌта. 
 

  Answer the question using the correct form of either the pronoun or the possessive. 

1. Когђ мы боЏмся?  (он, егђ брат, онЏ, их отЎц, онЌ, её собЌка, его кот) 

2. Љто подЌрок для (онЌ, я, вы, её сестрЌ, онЏ, их профЎссор, егђ кђшка, он, все, мы, вы, кто?) 

 
 

16.Г Feeling Sorry for Someone: Комѓ Когђ ЖЌлко 
 
To say that someone feels sorry for another person, use the following construction: 
 

Person who feels sorry 
in Dative 

be 
(default neuter agreement) 

Person felt sorry for 
in Accusative жЌлко 

 
Note on word order: There is some flexibility in the position of the accusative noun (the person felt sorry for).  As 
a general rule, pronouns precede жЌлко, while full nouns tend to follow.  Still, it is possible (and by no means a 
mistake) to find either pronouns after жЌлко or full nouns preceding.  Some examples with this жЌлко 
construction: 
 

Мне её жЌлко. I feel sorry for her. 

Мне не жЌлко такЏх людЎй. I don’t feel sorry for people like that. 

Всем жЌлко егђ. Everyone feels sorry for him. 

НЌм было их слонЌ ђчень жЌлко. We felt really sorry for their elephant. 

Емѓ тебј бѓдет жЌлко. He will feel sorry for you. 
 
Instead of жЌлко, you may find жЌль, which is (ever so) slightly bookish. 
 
What does this expression have to do with the genitive?  Nothing – except for the fact that all the personal 
pronouns are identical in the genitive and accusative. 
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ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. I feel sorry for you. 2. She felt sorry for us. 

3. Whom do you feel sorry for? 4. I don’t feel for fools like that. 

5. We felt sorry for Nina. 6. No one will feel sorry for him. 

7. He always feels sorry for himself 8. I feel sorry for everyone who goes to (studies at) 
Harvard. 

 
 

 



16-й урок - Домашнее задание 

 

 

 УпражнЎние 1   Fill in the chart.  NO PEEKING at previous pages! 
     

 Nominative Genitive 
I   

you   

he   

she   

we   

y’all   

they   

what   

who   

no one   

everything   

everyone   

self   

 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  Fill in the blanks – More practice with genitive prepositions: 
  
1. Что ты дЎлаешь _______________________________________ урђк__________? 

2. ____________________________________ концЎрт_________, мы пошлЏ в кафЎ. 

3. Почемѓ он всегдЌ стоЏт ____________________________ окн_______________? 

4. Мы остЌлись дђма _______________________________ дожд________________. 

5. РЌньше я жилЌ _______________________  бЌбушк__________________. 

6. ОнЏ бѕли в МосквЎ _________________________ мЎсяц_____________. 

7. Он живёт недалекђ _____________________ аэропђрт________________. 
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 УпражнЎние 3  ПереведЏте на рѓсский.  Don't just copy from the диалђг.  Try to learn  
    the vocabulary first. 
 
1. Good luck to you! 

2. (Polite parting phrase) 

3. I deserve better! 

4. Since you’re here, let’s go to the movies. 

5. Money isn’t everything! 

6. (Person of your choice) always exaggerates! 

7. I feel sorry for (person/people of your choice). 

 
 


