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 Я съел пЌру сосЏсок          I ate a couple hot dogs 

 1  
2 

Четѕре часЌ утрЌ.  Муж тЏхо вхђдит в 
спЌльню и ложЏтся.  ЖенЌ просыпЌется. 

4AM.  The husband quietly enters the bedroom 
and lies down.  The wife wakes up. 

ЖенЌ 3  
4 

Где же ты был?  Уже четѕре часЌ утрЌ! Ты 
зЌпер дверь? 

Where the heck were you?  It’s already 4AM.  
Did you lock the door? 

Муж 5 Ой, забѕл.  СейчЌс запрѓ.  Oh, I forgot.  I’ll go lock it right away. 

ЖенЌ 6  
7 

Скђлько раз я тебј просЏла!  Ты никогдЌ не 
запирЌешь двЎрь! 

How many times have I asked you!  You never 
lock the door. 

Муж 8  Не говорЏ так грђмко.  Ты разбѓдишь детЎй! Don’t talk so loud.  You’ll wake the children. 

ЖенЌ 9  ОнЏ ночѓют у друзЎй.  Где же ты был? They’re sleeping over their friends’.  Where 
were you? 

Муж 10 
11 

ПЌша устрђил вечерЏнку, и я объЎлся.  Я плђхо 
себј чѓвствую.  Живђт болЏт... ГоловЌ болЏт... 

Pasha threw a party and I ate too much.  I don’t 
feel well.  My stomach hurts.  My head hurts. 

ЖенЌ 12 Что ты ел? What did you eat? 

Муж 13 
14 
15 

Чегђ я тђлько не ел!  Там бѕло огрђмное 
колЏчество едѕ.  Сортђв дЎсять сѕра, ѓйма 
закѓсок. 

What didn’t I eat!  There was a huge amount of 
food there.  Around 10 kinds of cheese, a ton of 
hors d’oeuvres. 

ЖенЌ 16 А что же ты ел, я спрЌшиваю? What did you eat, I asked you. 

Муж 17 
18 
19 
20 

Я съел пЌру сосЏсок, нЎсколько тарЎлок борщЌ, 
мнђго сѕра, пЌру јблок, ђчень мнђго 
морђженого, вѕпил стакЌнов шесть дешёвого 
крЌсного винЌ. 

I ate a couple hot dogs, a few bowls of borscht, 
a lot of cheese, a few apples, a whole lot of ice 
cream.  I drank around six glasses of cheap red 
(red) wine. 

ЖенЌ 21 Всё јсно.  Там танцевЌли? I see.  Did people dance? 

Муж 22 
23 

Нет, у ПЌши крђшечная квартЏра.  Не хватЌло 
мЎста! 

No, Pasha has a tiny apartment.  There wasn’t 
enough room. 

 
Словарь 
2 просыпЌй+...ся // проснѓ+...ся wake up (intransitive) (Note that the verb fall asleep засыпЌй+ // 

заснѓ+  is without -ся, while this verb does have -ся!) 

3 запирЌй+ // {запр+ ´ / за>пер+ / заперЎть} lock  (Conjugation is similar to the verb die.  See Lesson 13.) 

8 буди<+ //раз- wake up (transitive); awaken 

10 объедЌй+...ся // объЎсться (irreg.) eat too much; overeat 

14 сорт (nominative plural сортЌ) kind; sort 

14 ѓйма whole bunch; a large amount; a ton  (This is rather colloquial.) 

15 закѓс/ка (о) hors d’oeuvres 

17 пЌра a couple; a few 

17 сосЏс/ка (о) hot dog 

22 крђшечный tiny 

23 хватЌй+ // хвати<+   + genitive suffice  (See grammar explanation.) 
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19.A Genitive Plural: Forms 
 
The endings for genitive plural nouns are often considered quite difficult to learn.  To some extent that’s not false, 
but they’re really not that hard.  There are three endings, the choice of which is determined by the final letter (and 
not by the gender) of the nominative singular. 
 

GENITIVE PLURAL 
ADJECTIVES AND NOUNJECTIVES NOUNS  

{I}Х (- ЫХ / -ИХ) {O}в / ∅ / -ей 
 

Nominative Singular ends in: Genitive Plural ending is: Examples 

Hard consonant 
-ц, -й {O}в 

-ов / -ев / -ёв (rare) 

нђвый фильм > нђвых фЏльмов 
большђй дом > большЏх домђв 
хорђший отЎц > хорђших отцђв 
ітот америкЌнец > ітих америкЌнцев 
плохђй музЎй > плохЏх музЎев 
настојщий гЎний > настојщих гЎниев 

Any vowel -∅ (nuke the vowel) 
Note: 
1) A fill-vowel is sometimes 

needed 
2) Nouns in -ия, -ие reveal 

the ‘hidden’ й. 

рѓсская кнЏга > рѓсских книг 
хорђшая машЏна > хорђших машЏн 
твоё пись/мђ > твоЏх пЏсем 
сЏнее ок/нђ > сЏних ђкон 
нЌша фотогрЌфия > нЌших фотогрЌфий 
большђе здЌние > большЏх здЌний 

-ь (regardless of gender) 
-ж, -ш, -ч, -щ 

-ей 

іта дверь > ітих дверЎй 
скѓчный день > скѓчных дней 
красЏвая ночь > красЏвых ночЎй 
ђстрый нож > ђстрых ножЎй 
ітот карандЌш > ітих карандашЎй 
мой ключ > моЏх ключЎй 
вкѓсный борщ > вкѓсных борщЎй 

 

  Put the following noun phrases into the Genitive Plural.  Use the intro phrases provided. 

1. Он стоЏт ђколо / нЌша нђвая машЏна 2. Я в востђрге от / твой большђй дом 
3. ОнЏ пострђили дом ђколо / іто нђвое здЌние 4. Он купЏл пять / дорогђй карандЌш 
5. Здесь нет / мой любЏмый кот 6. Он ей  написЌл ѓйму / интерЎсное письмђ 
7. Ты вЏдел / её ѓмная собЌка 8. В Ўго канЏкулах бѕло мнђго / скѓчный день 
9. В Нью-Йђрке мнђго / хорђший музЎй 10. На столЎ лежЌла ѓйма / стЌрая вещь 
11. На вѕставке нЎ было / интерЎсная фотогрЌфия 12. Я не люблї / ітот извЎстный адвокЌт 
13. Я не вЏдел / послЎдний итальјнский фильм 14. Никтђ не понимЌет / ітот стрЌнный америкЌнец 



19-й урок Грамматика  

19-3 

19.А.1  The Genitive Plural of Plural-Only Nouns  
 
For nouns that do not have a singular form, you can’t really predict which of the three endings will be used 
(because the genitive plural is based on the nominative singular).  Still, the same three endings are used: 
 

NOMINATIVE PLURAL GENITIVE PLURAL 
 

-ов 
часѕ 
очкЏ 

часђв 
очкђв 

 
-∅ 

дЎнь/ги (e) 
брїки 

дЎнег 
брюк 

 
-ей 

лїди 
дЎти 
родЏтели 

людЎй 
детЎй 
родЏтелей 

 
So, all people (людЎй, детЎй, родЏтелей) take -ей.  Otherwise, there aren’t any great clues. 
 
19.А.2  The Genitive Plural of Nouns With an Irregular Nominative Plural 
 
As for the irregular plurals, nouns with stressed -ьј > -ей (lose ь), while ´-ья > ´-ьев (keep ь) 
 

NOMINATIVE PLURAL GENITIVE PLURAL 
 

-ьј -Ўй (no ь left!) 
друзьј 
сыновьј 
мужьј 

*друзЎй 
сыновЎй 
мужЎй 

 
*All plural forms of друг have a soft-sign, except the genitive/accusative. 
 

NOMINATIVE GENITIVE PLURAL 
 

´-ья ´-ьев (with ь!) 
брЌтья 
стѓлья 
дерЎвья 

брЌтьев 
стѓльев 
дерЎвьев 
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Others 
именЌ 
временЌ 
сосЎди (soft) 
чЎрти 
јблоки 
грЌждане 
англичЌне 

имён (е was {O} all along!) 
времён (е was {O} all along!) 
сосЎдей 
чертЎй 
јблок (as expected) 
грЌждан 
англичЌн 

 
*** Unexpected hardening of consonant:  пЎс/ня > пЎсен.  (The н hardens.) *** 

 
There are three nouns whose genitive plural is identical to the nominiatve singular: раз, глаз and человЎк (when 
referring to a specific number ≥5). 
 

Я тебј сто раз просЏла не курЏть в дђме. I asked you 100 times not to smoke in the house. 

Там бѕло человЎк сђрок. There were about 40 people there. 
 
(You don’t often find глаз in the genitive plural.) 
 
Finally, let’s look at the genitive plural of семьј family.  It’s quite regular, even though a lot of books go out of 
their way to discuss it.  (Unlike us.)  The basic sound is: сь{E}мьй{A}.  You simply nuke the vowel ending, 
which leaves you with ‘семьй’. A cluster buster (fill vowel), in this case e, is needed to break up the consonant 
cluster -мь/й, giving семей.   
 
 

 Form the Genitive Plural.   
 
1. Я уважЌю / мой нђвый сосЎд 2. ВчерЌ я вЏдел / вЌш бѕвший  муж 

3. На моём столЎ нет / её часѕ 4. КнЏги лежЌт вђзле / егђ дорогЏе очкЏ 

5. Все обожЌют / егђ друг 6. Мој бЌбушка дђлго жилЌ у / іти лїди 

7. Почемѓ ты кричЏшь на / нЌши дЎти? 8. Здесь нет / красЏвый стул 

9. У менј нет / дЎньги 10. Я терпЎть не могѓ / МЌшин сын 

11. В ітом пЌрке мнђго / высђкое дЎрево 12. ОнЌ положЏла їбку вђзле / моЏ сЏние брїки 

13. В ітом ромЌне ђчень мнђго / красЏвое Џмя 14. ОнЌ знЌет мнђго / рѓсская пЎсня 
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19.Б More Uses of the Genitive 
 
19.Б.1  The Genitive of Quantification 
 
The genitive is used after various “quantifiers”: 
 

Quantifiers That Govern the Genitive 
скђлько  how many/how much 
нЎсколько several 
немнђго  a small (sometimes insufficient) number/amount 
мЌло   an insufficient number/amount – always negative 
ѓйма   a very large number/amount; a ton – not literally 
пЌра   a couple/few 

колЏчество amount; quantity 
 
The genitive plural is also used after certain numbers, which we’ll review next semester. 
 
 
With the above-mentioned quantifiers, the use of the genitive singular vs. plural in the following noun more or 
less mirrors English.  With “count nouns” (things you can count) use the genitive plural: скђлько книг; мнђго 
фЏльмов; нЎсколько карандашЎй; мЌло друзЎй; ѓйма проблЎм; пЌра апельсЏнов. With “mass nouns” 
(things you cannot count) use the genitive singular (if the noun exists in the singular): скђлько врЎмени, мнђго 
мЎста, немнђго сЌхара, мЌло дЎнег (no singular form exists), ѓйма рабђты (a ton of work).  
 
You normally cannot use нЎсколько or пЌра with mass nouns (i.e., only the genitive plural is used after these 
two quantifiers).   
 
 

Genitive Singular 
(Mass Nouns) 

Genitive Plural 
(Count Nouns) 

скђлько чЌя?  how much tea? скђлько рѓчек?  how many pens? 

ѓйма мЎста  a ton of room ѓйма книг  books up the wazoo 

мнђго сЌхара  a lot of sugar мнђго книг  a lot of books 

ХХХXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX нЎсколько вопрђсов several questions 

ХХХXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX пЌра апельсЏнов a couple oranges 

немнђго врЎмени 1) a bit of time  
   2) just a little time 

немнђго друзЎй 1) a few friend  
   2) not very many friends 

мЌло молокЌ  a small (insufficient) 
   amount of milk 

мЌло фЏльмов  a small (insufficient)  
   number of movies 
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19.Б.2  Nouns That Appear Only in the Singular in Russian 
 
Russian is generally more strict than English about forming plurals from nouns.  For example, in English you 
could say (strictly in theory) I had 6 beers last night.  In Russian, however, you cannot form a genitive plural 
from the noun пЏво.  You have to find an appropriate noun (bottle/glass/keg) followed by the genitive singular 
form пЏва, i.e. six bottles/glasses/kegs of beer.  But since a situation like that could not possibly occur, it won’t 
be a problem for you.  Some more examples: 
 

КакЏе у вас сортЌ чЌя? Which (kinds of) tea(s) do you have? 

Он вѕпил бутѕлок пятьдесјт немЎцкого пЏва. He drank about 50 bottles of German beer. 
 
 

Form questions and give answers based on the prompt 
 
 
☺ . /    ?    ∅ 
Example:   дЎньги  ☺ ⇒  У менј мнђго дЎнег. 
  сЌхар / ⇒  У менј мЌло сЌхара. 
 
1. друг ☺ 2. врЎмя / 3. чай . 

4. кнЏга ? 5. опѕт experience . 6. молокђ ☺ 

7. здЌние . 8. дЎньги ☺ 9. мјсо meat ? 
10. гЌлстук . 11. дождь ∅ (no need for 

possessive phrase) 
12. пЏво ☺ 

 
 
19.Б.3  Verb Agreement With Quantifiers 
 
As we mentioned in the previous lesson, most quantifiers take a neuter third-person singular verb, just like что, 
всё, ничегђ.  (Recall that кто takes a masculine third-person singular verb, while все takes plural.)  With 
animate subjects it’s possible to get either a singular or a plural verb.   
 

Скђлько книг бѕло на столЎ? How many books were on the table? 

Там бѓдет мЌло интерЎсных фЏльмов. There will be few interesting films there. 

Мнђго рѓчек лежЌло на полѓ. A lot of pens were (lying) on the floor. 

НЎсколько студЎнтов знЌет (знЌют) ответ. Several students know the answer. 

 
With уйма and пЌра, which are feminine singular nouns, the verb is in the feminine third-person singular: 
 

РЌньше у негђ былЌ ѓйма дЎнег! He used to have a ton of money! 

На тарЎлке лежЏт (лежЌла) пЌра сосЏсок. There are (were) a couple of hot dogs on the plate. 
 
(Again, this whole question of verb agreement with quantifiers is quite complex.  There’s a lot more to be said 
about this.  Senior Thesis, anyone?) 
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   Change the sentences based on the prompt 
 
Example:  СтудЎнт знЌет отвЎт (мнђго) ⇒   Мнђго студЎнтов знЌет (знЌют) отвЎт. 
 
1. На столЎ лежЏт карандЌш (мнђго) 2. В ПрЏнстоне ѓчится студЎнт из ФрЌнции (мЌло) 

3. В магазЏне был сЌхар (немнђго) 4. На урђке бѓдет ѓмный профЎссор (ђчень мЌло) 

5. В Нью-Йорке живёт рѓсский писЌтель (нЎсколько) 6. На стѓле лежЏт ключ (скђлько – put this first) 

7. У менј бѕли дЎньги (мнђго) 8. У Пђли хорђшие друзьј (ђчень мнђго) 

 
 
 

19.В Genitive of “Sufficiency” After ХватЌй+ / Хвати<+  
 
With the verb хватЌй- // хвати<+ suffice the substance/items being described appear(s) in the genitive.  Often this 
verb is negated (to express what is lacking), but that’s not why the genitive is used.  To express the person who is 
lacking (or who has enough of) the substance/items, use either the dative or у + genitive.  (Sometimes there are 
subtle differences between the dative and у + genitive, but we won’t explore them here.)  Since these sentences 
involve quantity, use a neuter third-person singular verb, regardless of whether the thing lacking/sufficing (in the 
genitive, remember) appears in singular or plural. 
 

У менј (Мне) не хватЌет дЎнег на билЎт. I don’t have enough money for the ticket.  

У вас (Вам) хвЌтит врЎмени? Will you have enough time? 

Стѓльев здесь не хватЌет. There aren’t enough chairs here. 

ТебЎ (у тебј) мЎста хватЌет? Do you have enough room? 

Я боїсь, что јблок не хвЌтит. I’m afraid there won’t be enough apples. 
 
Note also the use of для meaning for (the sake of): 
 

Морђженого для всех не хватЏло. There wasn’t enough ice cream for everyone.  
 
   
 
1. I don’t have enough money. 2. There weren’t enough books. 

3. There won’t be enough hot dogs. 4. Sasha never has enough time. 

5. I’m afraid there won’t be enough hors d’oeuvres. 6. There’s not enough cheese. 

7. There weren’t enough chairs.   8. What are you lacking? 
9. There’s enough room for (на + accusative) 

everyone here. 
10. Do you (plural) have enough hot cereal? 
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" УпражнЎние 1   

 my favorite building your tiny house this delicious hot dog 

Singular 

Nom 

   

Gen 

 

 

  

Plural 

Nom 

   

Gen 

 

 

  

 " УпражнЎние 2  Insert a different quantifier in each sentence and change the noun phrase 
 from singular to plural.  Be sure you use the correct number with the verb! 

 
1. У менј хорђшая машЏна. 

2. На рѕнке был рѓсский врач. 

3. На столЎ лежЌл стЌрый журнЌл. 

4. В ПрЏнстоне красЏвое здЌние. 

5. У негђ самоувЎренный друг. 

6. В ПрЏнстоне ѓчится гЎний.  (Think about how to decline this Noun!) 
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" УпражнЎние 3  Complete the sentences using something in the genitive.  Use suffice  
    (both positive and negative) for two of the sentences. 
 
1. У БЏлла ГЎйтса __________________________________________________________________________ 

2. В Нью-Йђрке ____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. У ЭлизабЎт ТЎйлор _______________________________________________________________________ 

4. У Рђберта КЎннеди ______________________________________________________________________ 

5. У нЌшего профЎссора рѓсского языка _______________________________________________________ 

6. В ітом семЎстре у менј ___________________________________________________________________ 

7. В ПрЏнстоне ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 


