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На!      Here, take it! 
 
 1  

2 
(СЎва вхђдит в квартЏру с большЏм колЏчеством 
пакЎтов в рукЌх.) 

(Seva walks into the apartment with a large 
number of packages in his arms.) 

СЎва 3  
4  
5 

ВЎр, подержЏ, пожЌлуйста, пакЎт.  (ЗамечЌет, 
что онЌ ужЎ надЎла пальтђ.)  Ты кудЌ?  На 
свидЌние с Бђрей? 

Vera, hold this package, please.  (He notices 
that she has already put on her coat.)  Where 
are you going?  On a date with Borya? 

ВЎра 6  
7 

Не суй свой нос в чужЏе делЌ!  (НадевЌет 
перчЌтки.) 

Don’t stick your nose into other people’s 
business.  (She puts on her gloves.) 

СЎва 8  
9 

ПоймЏ же ты, что он не заслуживает такђй 
дЎвушки, как ты. ПовЎрь мне! 

Can’t you get it into your head that he doesn’t 
deserve a girl like you. 

ВЎра 10 ЗамолчЏ!  Ты егђ не понимЌешь.  Ѕли прђсто 
емѓ завЏдуешь. 

Be quiet.  (Shut up.)  You just don’t understand 
him. 

СЎва 11 ВЎра, будь осторђжна!  Будь ђчень осторђжна! Vera, be careful.  Be very careful. 

ВЎра 12 
13 
14 

Что ты имЎешь в видѓ?  Хђчешь верь, хђчешь не 
верь, у него свой бЏзнес.  НавЎрно, он 
зарабЌтывает бђльше, чем ты! 

What do you have in mind?  Believe it or not, 
he has his own business.  He probably makes 
more money than you.  

СЎва 15 
16 

Ну дЎлай что хђчешь.  Раз ты ухђдишь, надЎнь 
шЌпку.  На ѓлице собЌчий хђлод! 

Since you’re going out, put on a hat.  It’s 
freezing outside. 

ВЎра 17 Хорошђ.  Дай мне шЌпку. OK, give me the hat. 

СЎва 18 На.  БерЏ Here, take it. 
 
СловЌрь 
2 пакЎт(ик) shopping bag (often plastic) 

3 держа<+ // по- (indicates for a short time) hold  (We saw this in the phrase держЏ кармЌн шЏре, which 
literally means hold your pocket wider.) 

4 надевЌй+ // надЎн+  put on (clothing) 

7 перчЌт/ка (o) glove 

8 понимЌй+ // {пойм+´ / по>нј+} understand; grasp (Used as an imperative in Russian much more than 
in English.) 

10 молчЌ+ // за- be silent 

13 бЏзнес guess 

16 собЌчий хђлод very cold  (Colder than... you can fill in the rest.) 

18 на! (нЌте!) here, take it  (This is a very weird imperative, which can even take the 
formal marker -те.) 
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23.А The Imperative (ПовелЏтельное наклонЎние / ИмператЏв) 
 
There are two endings for the imperative: -∅/те or -и/те.  The choice is determined either by: 1) the final 
consonant of the stem or; 2) the position of stress. 
 
23.A.1 Verbs whose final stem consonant (sound) is й 
 
If the final consonant of the stem is й, that’s the imperative.  Add -те for formal/plural commands: 
 

Stem Imperative 
читЌй+  читЌй/те! 
гулјй+   гулјй/те! 
болЎй+  болЎй/те! 
имЎй+  имЎй/те! 

 
For verbs with the suffix -ся, write full -ся after a consonant (й), -сь after a vowel. 
 

занимЌй+....ся занимЌйся! / занимЌйтесь! 
слѓшай+...ся obey слѓшайся / слѓшатесь! 

 
 
For {O}ва-stems, use the present tense stem, where {O}ва > {U}й.  There is no distinction in the imperative 
between root and non-root {O}ва-stems: 
 

танцѓй+  (танцевЌ+) танцѓй/те! 
суй+ (совЌ+)  Сѓй/те! 
плюй+ (плевЌ+) spit плїй/те! 

 
For double-stem verbs, use the present tense (left-hand) stem: 
 

{мђй+...ся / мѕ+...ся} мђйся! / мђйтесь! 
{брЎй+...ся / брЏ+...ся} брЎйся! / брЎйтесь! 
{пой+´ / пЎ+} пђй/те! 

 
 
What about double-stem verbs like {пьй+ / пи>+} or {льй+ / ли>+}?  There’s no vowel in the present tense stem! 
 
It’s cluster buster time, which gives you пЎй(те), лЎй(те).  Just think: Лей, лЎди, лей  Pour, lady, pour. And our 
favorite phrase from last year: 
 

Пей до дна! Пей до дна! Пей до дна!   Chug! Chug! Chug! 
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This rule about й also applies to stems that end in a vowel that are preceded by the sound й, i.e, й is the last 
consonant sound (but not the last consonant letter) in the stem.  You simply remove the vowel leter and spell out 
the “hidden” й: 
 

Stem Imperative 
бој+...ся  (я=й{A}) бђйся! / бђйтесь! 
стој+  стђй/те! 
смеј+...ся  смЎйся! смЎйтесь! 
лЌя+  bark лЌй/те! 

 
 
 
 
23.A.2 Other stems (not with final consonant sound й) 
 
Leaving aside those stems whose final stem consonant is й, the imperative uses a vowel ending: -и/те. – sort of.  
It depends on stress.   
 

If the stress is on the ending (or the final vowel of the stem), add stressed -Џ/те (always the soft 
indicating vowel).   

 
If the stress is on the stem, add -ь/те.  This applies to both consonant- and vowel-stem verbs – both types 
can be either stem-stressed or ending-stressed.  And there’s no way to predict – you just have to know 
where the stress is. 

 
Again, as with the past (and infinitive, as we’ll see later on), conjugation type plays no role. 
 

End-Stressed: Imperative in -Џ/те 

Stem Imperative 
говорЏ+  говорЏ/те! 
купи<+  купЏ/те! 
смотре<+  смотрЏ/те! 
держа<+  держЏ/те! 
нёс+´ несЏ/те! 
клад́+  (recall that the present 
tense is end-stressed) 

кладЏ/те! 

жив+ > живЏ/те! 
коло<+...ся колЏсь! / колЏтесь! 
жда>+  ждЏ/те! 
вра>+  врЏ/те! 
вернѓ+  вернЏ/те! 
*помог+ < помогЏ/те! 
*пёк+´ пекЏ/те! 

 
*Note that г and к do not mutate in the imperative.  See more below on consonant mutation. 
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Again, double-stem verbs use the present tense stem (on the left): 
 

{возьм+´ / взя>+} возьмЏ/те! 
{начн+´ / на>чЌ+} начнЏ/те! 
{подним+ < / по>днј+} поднимЏ/те! 
{пойм+´ / по>нј+} поймЏ/те! 
{прим+ < / при>нј+} примЏ/те! 

  Give the Imperative. For some verbs use the negative particle не: 
 
1. не преувелЏчивай+  2. дыша<+  мЎдленно 3. {начн+´ / на>чЌ+} урђк 
4. подмёт+´ пол 5. испёк+´ торт 6. купи<+  вђдку 
7. занимЌй+...ся кЌждый день 8. не упад́+  в ђзеро 9. боро<+...ся с таракЌнами 
10. постриѓ+...ся сегђдня 11. голосовЌ+  vote за СтЌлина 12. жив+ > как все 
13. привёз+´ пЏшущую машЏнку 14. посмотре<+  на менј 15. украд́+  компьїтер для менј 
 

Stem-Stressed: Imperatives in -ь/те 

Stem Imperative 
вЎри+  вЎрь/те! 
надЎн+  надЎнь/те! 
повЎси+  повЎсь/те! 
брђси+  брђсь/те! 
встЌн+  встЌнь/те! 
лЎз+  climb лЎзь/те! 
стЌви+  стЌвь/те! 
глЌди+  глЌдь/те! 
{бѓд+ / бы>+} бѓдь/те! 
{сјд+ / сЎд+} сјдь!те! 
{лјг+ / лёг+´} *лјг/те! 

 
*Recall (from Lesson 2) that you can never have a soft sign after a velar.  So, instead of the expected form 
лягь/те, you get ляг/те.  Actually, the imperfective ложЏсь/ложЏтесь is normally used, but ляг/те is a 
perfectly grammatical form. 
  Give the Imperative. All previous types discussed will appear 
 
1. встЌн+  2. {бѓд+ / бы>+} осторђжен 3. повЎри+ мне 
4. не толкЌй+ менј 5. не смеј+...ся надо мной 6. замолчЌ+! 
7. постЌви+ винђ на стол 8. {возьм+´ / взя>+} дЎньги 9. {сјд+ / сЎд+} нЌ пол 
10. не совЌ+ свой нос в моЏ делЌ 11. надЎн+ шЌпку 12. не выпЎндривай+...ся 
13. повЎси+ кЌрту на стЎну 14. отстЌн+ от менј! 15. спроси+ ВЌдика об ітом 
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23.A.3 Stem-Stressed Verbs With > 1 Consonant Preceding the Final Vowel 
 
If, after chopping off the vowel from a stem-stresed verb, you are left with two consonants (i.e., a cluster), add 
unstressed -и/те instead of -ь(те).  For example, with the verb пђмни+, after you remove the stem-final и, you’re 
left with помн.  Adding a soft sign would give the unpronounceable (even for Russians) пђмнь/те.  So, an 
unstressed и is added, giving the phonologically friendly пђмни/те. 
 

Cluster at end of Stem: Imperatives in unstressed     
-и/те 

Stem Imperative 
пђмни+  пђмни/те! 
кђнчи+  кђнчи/те! 
чЏсти+  *чЏсти/те! 
привѕк[ну]+  привѕкни/те! 

 
*ЧЏсть/те is also possible, probably because ст is felt by some speakers to be a single sound. 
 
Compare the last example привѕйн[ну]+ > привѕкни/те with покЏну+ > покЏнь/те.  Since there’s no 
consonant cluster after removing the у, you can safely add -ь(те). 
 
In fact, all disappearing [ну] stems will have the imperative in ´...и/те.  Think about why – we’ll ask you in class.   
 
 
23.A.4  Consonant Mutation in the Imperative 
 
Even though the imperative creates V+V truncation in many situations, only 1st-conjugation а-stems (e.g. писа<+, 
показа<+, плЌка+, etc.) and {O}ва-Stems (where {O}ва > {U}й) have consonant mutation.  In other words, only 
verbs that have consonant mutation throughout the present tense also have mutation in the imperative. 
 

Stem Imperative 
писа<+  пишЏ/те! 
сказа<+  скажЏ/те! 
иска<+  ищЏ/те! 
танцевЌ+  танцѓй/те! 
совЌ+ сѓй/те! 

 
A nice example: the stem cry is плЌка+.  You get mutation, but since the stress is on the stem, the imperative 
ending is -ь(те), giving плЌчь/те.   
 
(A small detail:  The stem сѕпа+ pour a substance, which also has mutation throughout the present tense, has the 
imperative form сѕпь/те, without the mutation of п>пль.  It seems that сыпль/те is more than a mouthful, even 
for a Russian.) 
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23.A.5  The Imperative of Perfective Stems in вѕ- 
 
This gets a bit tricky, and Russians themselves often don’t know what the “correct” form is.  We know when the 
prefix вѕ- appears on a perfective verb, the stress is fixed on the вѕ-: вѕтереть, вѕтру, вѕтрешь, вѕтер, 
вѕтерла, вѕшла, вѕшли, etc.  Therefore, we might expect nearly all perfective вѕ- verbs to have the 
imperative ending -ь(те), which is used for stem-stressed stems (see above).  However, if another form with the 
same basic root (but with a different prefix, or no prefix at all) has stress on the ending, then the imperative has 
the ending -и(те), and the stress remains on the prefix вѕ-.  Otherwise, if the ending is never stressed, use -ь(те).  
As we said, this gets rather involved. 
 

Stem Imperative 
вѕтр+  wipe off вѕтри/те! (because of трѓ) 
вѕвед+  lead out вѕведи/те! (because of ведѓ) 
вѕброси+  throw out вѕбрось/те! (because of брђсить) 
вѕвеси+  hang out a thing Вѕвесь/те! (because of повЎсить) 

 
23.A.6  Exceptions in the Imperative 
 
The three double-stems whose past/infinitive stems end in авЌй+ (давЌй+, -знавЌй+, -ставЌй+) use this stem – and 
not the present tense stem like other double-stem verbs – to form the imperative.  As expected, since the stem 
ends in й, that’s the form you use: давЌй(те), узнавЌй(те), вставЌй(те).  Just recall ДавЌйте говорЏть друг 
дрѓгу комплимЎнты… 
 

Stem Imperative 
{дай+´ / давЌй+} давЌй/те! 
{встай+´ / вставЌй+} вставЌй/те! 
{узнай+´ / узнавЌй+} узнавЌй/те! 

 
Here are the imperative forms for verbs with truly irregular present tense forms: 
 

дать  give Дай/те! 

есть  eat ешь/те! 

бежЌть  run бегЏ/те! 
 
Many students, logically enough, think that дай/те is the imperative from the imperfective stem {дай+´ / давЌй+}.   
Be sure to remember the difference between imperfective давЌй/те and perfective дай/те.    
 
ХотЎть doesn’t normally have an imperative form. 
 
 
23.A.3  A cool imperative: на/те! 
 
When handing something to someone Russian often say на! here, take this, and can even add the formal/plural 
marker -те, giving нЌте!  (Apparently you find this imperative in other Slavic languages as well.) 
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  Give the Imperative. All previous types discussed will appear 
 
1. сказа<+ ГЌле об ітом 2. записа<+  мой телефђн 3. пђмни+ менј 
4. почЏсти+ зѓбы 5. не плЌка+  6. не бој+...ся 
7. иска<+ подЌрок для мЌтери 8. вѕтр+ wipe off стол 9. {встай+´ / вставЌй+} 
10. не жда>+  менј 11. Give me the money! 12. Here, take it! 
13. Eat the lamb! 14. не {забѓд+ / забѕ+} об ітом 15.  не {дай+´ / давЌй+} емѓ ключ 
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Summary of the Imperative 
 

 Stem Imperative 

Stems whose final consonant = й 

1) Stems in й or й+vowel: keep й/те 

 Consonant + ся / Vowel + сь 

читЌй+  
танцуй+  
имЎй+  
совЌ+  
{пой+´ / пе+} 
смеј+...ся 
стој+  

читЌй/те! 
танцѓй/те! 
имЎй/те! 
сѓй/те! 
пой/те! 
смЎйся! / смЎйтесь 
стђй/те! 

Stems whose final consonant ≠ й 

2) End-stressed stems add Џ/те 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mutation only in a-stems 

говорЏ+  
купи<+  
помог+ <  
вернѓ+  
нёс+´ 
бера+ > (е) 
 
писа<+  
иска<+  

говорЏ/те! 
купЏ/те! 
помогЏ/те! 
вернЏ/те! 
несЏ/те! 
берЏ/те! 
 
пишЏ/те! 
ищЏ/те! 

3) Stem-stressed stems add ь/те 
  
 

 
 Consonant cluster stems и/те 

вЎри+  
повЎси+  
{сјд+ / сЎд+} 
{бѓд+ / бы>+} 
 
пђмни+  
привѕк[ну]+  

вЎрь/те! 
повЎсь/те! 
сјдь/те! 
бѓдь/те! 

пђмни/те! 
привѕкни/те! 

4) Exceptions дать 
есть 
бежЌть 
{дай+´ / давЌй+} 
{встай+´ / вставЌй+} 
{узнай+´ / узнавЌй+} 

дай/те! 
Ўшь/те! 
бегЏ/те! 
давЌй/те! 
вставЌй/те! 
узнавЌй/те! 

 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский:  
 
1. Close the door, please. 2. Don’t put your feet on the table! 
3. Be quite! 4. Don’t exaggerate! 
5. Put the plates on the table. 6. Hang the photograph next to the poster. 
7. Keep that in mind. 8. Don’t worry, everything will be OK. 
9. Here, take it! 10. Don’t pay attention to him. 
11. Save me! 12. Help!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Give the verb forms.  Try not to look back at the lesson: 
 
laugh 
 
Stem: 

hold 
 
Stem: 

put on (clothing) perfective 
 
Stem: 

Present 

я  __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 

Present 

я __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 

“Present” 

я __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 
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be silent 
 
Stem: 

cry 
 
Stems: 

shave 
 
Stems: 

Present 

я  __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 

“Present” 

я __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 

Present 

я __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 

 
 


