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Не курЏть      No smoking 
 

 1 (В самолёте) (In an airplane) 

МЏша 2 Вам помђчь? Can I help you with that?  Do you need some 
help? 

ЛЎна 3  
4   

СпасЏбо.  Мне однђй такђй тяжёлый чемодЌн не 
поднјть. 

Thanks.  There’s no way I could lift this 
suitcase by myself. 

МЏша 5  
6 

Бђже мой!  Что у вас в чемодЌне - кирпичЏ, что 
ли? 

My goodness.  What do you have in the 
suitcase, bricks or something? 

ЛЎна 7  
8  
9 

Да, он действЏтельно ђчень тяжёлый.  Я Ўду к 
отцѓ во Екатеринбѓрг.  Он попросЏл менј 
привезтЏ пЏшущую машЏнку.  

Yeah, it really is heavy.  I’m going (to visit) my 
father in Yekaterinburg.  He asked me to bring 
him a typewriter. 

МЏша 10  
11   

Љто ђчень мЏло с вЌшей сторонѕ.  КудЌ егђ 
постЌвить?  (Берёт чемодЌн.) 

That’s very nice of you.  Where should I put it?  
(Takes the suitcase.) 

ЛЎна 12 
13  

СейчЌс, однѓ секѓндочку.  НЌдо сначЌла егђ 
заперЎть.  (ЗапирЌет.)   

Hold on.  One second.  I have to lock it first.  
(Locks it.) 

МЏша 14 
15 

ИзвинЏте, я не хочѓ совЌть свой нос в вЌши делЌ, 
но почемѓ вы дрожЏте?  Вам плђхо? 

Excuse me, I don’t want to shove my nose into 
you affairs, but why are you shaking?  Are you 
not feeling well? 

ЛЎна 16 
17 

СигарЎту ђчень хђчется.  И мы бѓдем в вђздухе 
чЌсов шесть!  Какђй кошмЌр!  Я прђсто умрѓ.  

I really need a cigarette!  And we’re going to 
be in the air for around six hours.  What a 
nightmare.  I’m not going to make it. 

МЏша 18 
19 

Да, я вас хорошо понимЌю, но там напЏсано: Не 
курЏть.  Что же дЎлать? 

Yeah, I feel your pain, but it’s written over 
there: No Smoking.  What can you do? 

 
СловЌрь 
1 самолёт airplane  (lit.: self-flyer) 

3 чемодЌн suitcase 

4 поднимЌй+ // {подним+ < / по>днј+} lift; raise 

5 кирпич´ brick  (FYI:  There’s an expression Мђрда кирпичЌ прђсит which literally 
means Face asks for a brick.  The closest translation is He has a face only a 
mother could love.) 

9 привози<+ // привёз+´ bring (by vehicle) 

9 пЏшущая машЏнка typewriter  (lit.: writing machine) 

12 однѓ секѓндочку hold on a second  (The verb подожда+ has been ellipted.) 

15 дрожЌ+  shake (intransitive – which means that you need a different verb to say shake 
your booty) 

16 сигарЎта guess!  (Note that it’s feminine in Russian.) 

18 напЏсано it is written 
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26.А The Infinitive (ИнфинитЏв): Form 
 
26.A.1 Forming the Infinitive: V+C (No problem) 
 
By far the most common infinitive ending is -ть.  As expected, with vowel stems simple V+C addition occurs.  
You can ignore shifting stress. 
 

Stem Infinitive 
говорЏ+  говорЏть 

вЏде+  вЏдеть 

лежЌ+  лежЌть 

писа<+  писЌть 

жда>+  ждать 

коло<+...ся колђться 

обману<+  обманѓть 

привѕк[ну]+  привѕкнуть 

совЌ+  совЌть 

голосовЌ+  голосовЌть 
 
 
 
Nearly all double-stem verbs have a past tense/infinitive stem (the one on the right) that ends in a vowel, leading 
to a harmonious V+C combination.  (See below for the two double-stem verbs whose past tense/infinitive stem 
ends in a consonant.) 
 

Stem Infinitive 
{пьй+ / пи>+} пить 

{мђй+ / мы+} мыть 

{спи+ / спа+} спать 

{буд+ / бы>
+} быть 

{Ўд+ / Ўха+} Ўхать 

{брЎй+...ся / брЏ+...ся} брЏться 

{возьм+´ / взя>+} взять 

{пой+ / пЎ+} петь 

{дай+´ / давЌй+} давЌть 

{встай+´ / вставЌй+} вставЌть 
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Recall that for a few double-stem verbs, the stress in the infintive (on the second syllable) is different from the 
stress for the past tense (which has shfiting stress from the first syllable to the last).  See 17.A.2a for review. 
 

Stem Infinitive 
{начн+´ / на>чЌ+} начЌть 

{прим+´ / при>нј+}. принјть 

{подним+ < / по>днј+} поднјть 
 
And the two triple-stem verbs we have seen (die, lock) also have an infinitive stem that ends in a vowel—actually 
the combination -ерЎ+.  See 13.Б.4 for review. 
 

Stem 
(Present / Past / Infinitive) 

Infinitive 

{умр+´/ у>мер+ / умерЎ+} умерЎть 

{запр+´ / за>пер+ / заперЎ+} заперЎть 
  Give the Infinitive 
 
1. Не нЌдо так грђмко говорЏ+. 2. ОнЌ лїбит писа+ мЎлом. 3. Мне хђчется {спи+ /спа>+}. 
4. Не забѓдь {запр+´ / за>пер+ / 

заперЎ+} дверь. 
5. Я не могѓ привѕк[ну]+ к 

занјтиям. 
6. Он не бѓдет жда>+. 

7. Он знЌет, как тудЌ {Ўд+ / 
Ўха+}? 

8. НЌдо боро<+...ся с таракЌнами. 9. За когђ ты бѓдешь голосовЌ+? 

10. Я не хочѓ её дЌже вЏде+. 11. Он {начн+´ / на>чЌ+} урђк в 
дЎвять. 

12. Я был хотЎл с ней потанцевЌ+  

13. НЌдо {мђй+ / мы+} рѓки три 
рЌза в день. 

14. Никтђ не смђжет {подним+ < / 
по>днј+} ітот чемодЌн. 

15. КогдЌ мы должнѕ вернѓ+...ся? 

 
 
 
26.Б. Forming the Infinitive From Consonant Stems 
 
When forming the infinitive from consonant stems, several different changes can occur, depending on the final 
consonant of the stem: 
 

1) Stems in й, в, н lose the final stem consonant (just like in the past)  and attach -ть 
 

Stem Infinitive 
читЌй+  читЌть 

знай+  знать 

жив+ > жить 

плыв+ > плыть 

стЌн+  стЌть 

дЎн+  дЎть 
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2) Stems in с and з attach -тЏ (or -ть if stress is on stem, which only occurs in a few з-stems).  This is 

simple C+C addition, which is not supposed to happen.  (Recall that we previously saw C+C addition 
in the non-masculine past tense forms of Greasy Zeke verbs: помоглЌ, ѓмерли, пеклђ, etc.) 

 
Stem Infinitive 

нёс+´ нестЏ 

спас+´ спастЏ 

тряс+´ shake трястЏ 

вёз+´ везтЏ 

лЎз+ climb (stem-stressed) лезть 
 
3) In stems ending in д, т and б the final consonant “mutates” to с, onto which either -тЏ or -ть is added.  

Where do we find the ending -ть?  Only in “mixed-stress” verbs like клад́+, which are end-stressed in the 
present/infinitive but stem-stressed in the past/infinitive.  (Recall our notation for “mixed-stress” – a ´ directly 
over the final consonant of the stem.)  All т-stems and б-stems are end-stressed throughout; only д-stems  (in 
this group) have mixed stress. 

 
Stem Infinitive 

вёд+´ вестЏ 

мёт+´ местЏ 

грёб+´ row грестЏ 

клад́+  красть 

украд́+  украсть 

упад́+  упЌсть 
 
As we mentioned in Lesson 13, the infitive of the verb grow, whose present tense stem is раст+´ is растЏ.  (To be 
honest, you really don’t see this verb in the infinitive very often.) 
 
 
4) Stems in г and к mutate to чь.  If the stem vowel is ё, it becomes e (before the soft consonant). 
 

Stem Infinitive 
пёк+´ печь  (ё>е before a soft consonant) 

тёк+´ течь  (ё>е before a soft consonant) 

сёк+´ slash сечь  (ё>е before a soft consonant) 

помог+ < помђчь 

стриѓ+...ся стрЏчься 
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5) Note that the two double-stem verbs whose past tense/infinitive stems end in consonant follow the rules 
outlined above: 

 
Stem Infinitive 

{сјд+ / сЎд+} (д>с, stem stressed) сесть 

{лјг+ / лёг+} (г>ч; ё>е) лечь 
 

 
 

Summary of C+C Infinitive Formation 
 

Й/В/Н (losers!) > ТЬ Т/Д/Б > СТЅ (СТЬ) С/З > СТЅ/ЗТЅ (ЗТЬ) Г/К > ЧЬ 

 
 
 
26.А. The infinitive forms идтЏ and пойтЏ 
 
For the verb go (make one’s way; head), whose present tense stem is ид+´ (идѓ, идёт, идѓт) and whose past stem 
is шё+ (ё) (шёл, шла, шли), the infinitive form is идтЏ.  (Based on the present tense stem, a д-stem, you might 
predict истЏ, but that would make too much sense.) 
 
The perfective has a “present” tense stem пойд+´ (пойдѓ, пойдёт, пойдѓт) and past tense stem пошё+´ (ё) 
(пошёл, пошлЌ, пошлЏ).  The perfective infinitive is пойтЏ—no д!  Don’t you worry, we’re going to review 
all Verbs of Motion later in the course.  Ждём не дождёмся! 
 
  Give the Infinitive.  
 
1. ОнЌ лїбит занимЌй+...ся в 

кафЎ. 
2. Я попросЏл ВЏтю принёс+´ 

торт. 
3. НЌдо помог+ <  ітой жЎнщине. 

4. ОнЌ хђчет стЌн+ врачђм. 5. Ты обещЌл подмёт+´ пол. 6. НЏна лїбит пёк+. 

7. Я хочѓ жив+ > в СибЏри 8. Он собирЌется украд́+  
машЏну 

9. Я не хочѓ лЎз+ (climb) на 
дерЎво. 

10. Я ђчень хочѓ to go (perfective) 
на концЎрт с вЌми. 

11. ОнЌ научЏлась (learned) 
грёб+´ (row) когдЌ ей бѕло 
пять лет 

12. Мы должнѕ перевёд+´ 
(translate) іту статьї. 

13. Чай ђчень горјчий.  НЌдо 
подуй+ (blow) на негђ. 

14. УжЎ порЌ to go (imperfective) 15. ОнЏ обещЌла отвёз+´ (take) их 
в аэропђрт. 
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26.Б The Infinitive: Usage 
 
26.Б.1 Russian infinitive = English to [verb] 
 
In most cases, the infinitive, which is a single word in Russian, corresponds to the phrase to [verb] in English, and 
is used after verbs like want, like, hate, can, promise as well after certain neuter predicates like difficult, good, etc: 
 

Он хђчет женЏться на МЌше. He wants to marry Masha. 

Я люблї сидЎть на полѓ. I like to sit on the floor. 

ОнЌ ненавЏдеть рабђтать в столђвой. She hates working (to work) in the cafeteria. 

ВЎра обещЌла нам помђчь Vera promised to help us. 

Ты умЎешь игрЌть в шЌхматы? Do you know how to play chess? 

Бѕло ђчень трѓдно найтЏ егђ. It was very difficult to find him. 

Хорошђ погулјть пђсле обЎда. It’s good to take a walk after dinner. 
 
Note that sometimes English drops the to (in phrases with the so-called modal verbs): 
 

Я не мог спать. I couldn’t sleep. 

Ты дђлжен ей помђчь. You should help her. 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. One mustn’t (Нельзј) to touch that vase (вЌза) 2. I (F) couldn’t believe my eyes. 
3. Vera wants to marry Gena.  (remember this?) 4. Can you sing?  (Do you possess the talent?) 
5. He likes to exaggerate. 6. We should help that poor cockroach. 
7. No one likes to shave. 8. She should stay (at) home. 
9. I want to sleep in. 10. I don’t want to correct the homeworks.  (use 

домЌшние рабђты) 
 
26.Б.2 Russian Infinitive With Modal Meaning 
 
As we saw in Lesson 12 in our explanation of the poem, Умђм РоссЏю не понјть, a bare infinitive (with 
optional dative “subject”) can be used to express possibility.  In fact, there are several “modal” meanings of a bare 
infinitive, including (lack of) ability, desirability, prohibition. 
 
 
 Possibility / Desirability / Advisability 
 

*Вам помђчь? Do you need some help? Should I help you? 

Закрѕть окнђ? Should I close the window? 

КудЌ постЌвить крЎсло? Where should I put the armchair?  

*НалЏть тебЎ чЌю? Do you want (me to pour you) some tea?   
 
*Think about the use of the dative in these examples. 
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 Lack of Ability 
 

Мне никЌк не поднјть чемодЌн. There’s no way I can lift the suitcase. 

Емѓ не вѕпить цЎлую бутѕлку сђка! He can’t drink a whole bottle of juice. 
 
 
26.Б.2a Infinitive + Dative Одномѓ/Однђй/Одним: Doing Something By Oneself 
 
In this meaning, in addition to the dative subject you can include the dative forms одномѓ/однђй/однЏм together 
with the negative particle не to indicate that the person(s) cannot perform the action alone, without assistance: 
 

Ей однђй не сдЎлать іту рабђту. She can’t do this whole job herself. 

Им однЏм не пострђить дом. They can’t build a house by themselves. 

Мне одномѓ не съесть стђлько кукурѓзы. I can’t eat so much corn by myself. 
 
 
26.Б.3 Imperfective Infinitive = Negative Imperatives 
 
On official signs it is quite common to see imperfective infinitives used as (negative) imperatives: 
 

Не курЏть! No Smoking. 

Не входЏть! Do Not Enter 

Не открывЌть ђкна! Keep the Windows Closed 

Не трђгать! Do Not Touch 

Не ходЏть по травЎ! Do Not Walk on the Grass 

Не купЌться! No Swimming 
 
The infinitive as imperative can be used in speech, but it very harsh.  In some cases, this use is reserved for 
animals.  (And hopefully no one talks to you like an animal.) 
 

МолчЌть! Keep quiet! 

СидЎть! / ЛежЌть!  (Often said to a dog.  You could say 
it to a cat, but you’d just be wasting your time.) 

Sit! / Lie!  

 
 

  Question: Why are the verbs сидЎть/лежЌть used with dogs?  I thought these verbs 
meant be in a sitting/lying position?  Why not сесть/лечь, which mean to get 
into a sitting/lying position?   

 Answer: Good question!  We have wondered about this one ourselves, but you must use 
сидЎть/лежЌть.  And so far no dogs have complained about this. 

Also, notice in English we say Sit!/Lie! – and not Sit down!/Lie down!  So, 
there! 

 
Recall that you can also use нельзј with an infinitive to indicate prohibition.  We’ll cover this later in the course. 
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Finally, there’s a nice fixed phrase with an infinitive: 
 

Что же дЎлать? Yeah, but what can you do.  
 
 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. He can’t lift the heavy suitcase himself. 2. We can’t do everything ourselves. 

3. She can’t fix почини<+  the car herself. 4. No Smoking! 

5. Do Not Touch! 6. Sit!  (said to a dog) 
7. Do you need some help? 8. Should I lock the door? 

9. Should I place the book on the shelf? 10. There’s no way he can eat (up) so much ice cream. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Give the verb forms.  Try not to look back at the lesson: 
 
die perfective 
 
Stems 

bring (by vehicle) perfective 
 
Stem 

sit down perfective 
 
Stems 

“Present” 

я  __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

“Present” 

я __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

“Present” 

я __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 
 
Past 

он __________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

 
 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  ПереведЏте на рѓсский:  
1.  Where did my suitcase disappear to? 

2.  Wait a second! 
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3.  Do you need some help?  (Two words) 

4.  It seems to me that he is shaking. 

5.  Vika has her own airplane. 

6.  + Give me a cigarette.  − Are you blind or something?  It’s written (over) there: No Smoking. 

7.  I can’t [supply verb phrase] by myself (without assistance). 

8.  What can you do? 

 
 


