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26.b: The Infinitive : Usage

He kyputb  No smoking
1 | (B camonéme) (In an airplane)
Muma |2 |Bam nmomoun? Can I help you with that? Do you need some
help?
Jiéna |3 |Cmacnbo. MHe oHOM TakO# TSOKETBIN YeMOaAH He | Thanks. There’s no way I could lift this
4 | MOAHATD. suitcase by myself.
Myma |5 |bBoxe moii! Uto y Bac B ueMoIdHe - KHPIMUYH, YTO My goodness. What do you have in the
6 |mm? suitcase, bricks or something?
Jiéna (7 |[a, oH gelcTBUTENHHO OUSHD TSOKENBINA. S émy K Yeah, it really is heavy. I'm going (to visit) my
8 | oty Bo EkaTepunOypr. OH HONPOCHT MEHS father in Yekaterinburg. He asked me to bring
9 | MpUBe3TH MALIYIIYI0 MAIIHKY. him a typewriter.
Miyma |10 | 9To 6ueHb MIIO C Baiel ctoponsl. Kyna ero That’s very nice of you. Where should I put it?
11 | moctaButh? (bepér uemonan.) (Takes the suitcase.)
Jléna |12 | Ceiiuac, ogHy cekyHAouKy. Hano cragana erod Hold on. One second. I have to lock it first.
13 | 3anmepéth. (3anmupaer.) (Locks it.)
Miyma |14 | I3BuHUTE, 1 HE X049y COBATH CBOM HOC B BAIK AeNd, | Excuse me, I don’t want to shove my nose into
15 | HO MOYeMy BbI AposkuTe? Bam mioxo? you affairs, but why are you shaking? Are you
not feeling well?
Jléna |16 | Curapéry OueHn xouercs. M mbl OyaeMm B BO3IyXe I really need a cigarette! And we 're going to
17 | gdcoB mects! Kakoit kommap! S mpdcto ympy. be in the air for around six hours. What a
nightmare. I'm not going to make it.
Mirma |18 | [la, S Bac XOpoOIIIO MOHNMA0, HO TaM Hanmicano: He | Yeah, I feel your pain, but it’s written over
19 | kypuTh. Uto ke nématb? there: No Smoking. What can you do?
CnoBapb
1 | camonér airplane (lit.: self-flyer)
3 | ueMomaH suitcase
4 | momHUMAI+ // {HOI[HI/IM+< / H(>)z[Hs'[+} lift; raise
5 | kuprmg’ brick (FYI: There’s an expression Mopaa kupnu4a npécut which literally
means Face asks for a brick. The closest translation is He has a face only a
mother could love.)
9 | mpusosit+ // mpupés+’ bring (by vehicle)
9 | mANIyIIas ManIiHKA typewriter (lit.: writing machine)
12 | OTHY CeKYHIOUKY hold on a second (The verb momoxma+ has been ellipted.)
15 | ApOKa+ shake (intransitive — which means that you need a different verb to say shake
your booty)
16 | curapéra guess! (Note that it’s feminine in Russian.)
18 | HAIMKCAHO it is written
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|26.A The Infinitive (MHpnHNTNB): Form |

26.A.1 Forming the Infinitive: V+C (No problem)

By far the most common infinitive ending is -tb. As expected, with vowel stems simple V+C addition occurs.
You can ignore shifting stress.

Stem Infinitive
TOBOPH-+ TOBOPHUTH
BUIIE+ BUJIETH
JIexKA+ JIEKATH
IHCE+ MMHCATh
K@ JKIATD
KOJIO+...Col KOJNOTBCA
oOMany+ 00MaHyTh
MIPUBBIK[HY |+ MIPUBBIKHY Th
coBa+ COBATH
rOJI0COBA+ rOJIOCOBATH

Nearly all double-stem verbs have a past tense/infinitive stem (the one on the right) that ends in a vowel, leading
to a harmonious V+C combination. (See below for the two double-stem verbs whose past tense/infinitive stem

ends in a consonant.)

Stem Infinitive
{rIpii+ / T+ MIUTh
{MOi+ / MbI+} MBITh
{crm+ / cma+} craTth
{Gyn+ / Gbi+} OBITH
{én+ / éxa+} éxarp
{Opéii+...cst / OpA+...co1} OpHUTHCSI
{BO3bM+" / B3SI+} B3SITh
{moii+ / mé+} TeTh
{mai+" / maBai+} J1aBaTh
{Bcraii+" / BcTaBaii+} BCTaBATH
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Recall that for a few double-stem verbs, the stress in the infintive (on the second syllable) is different from the
stress for the past tense (which has shfiting stress from the first syllable to the last). See 17.A.2a for review.

Stem Infinitive
{HauH+  / HAYA+) HAYaTh
{mpuM+” / IIpAHSi+}. MIPUHSTH
{moEAM+" / 11(>))1m'l+} IIOTHATH

And the two triple-stem verbs we have seen (die, lock) also have an infinitive stem that ends in a vowel—actually
the combination -epé+. See 13.5.4 for review.

Stem

(Present / Past / Infinitive)

Infinitive

{ymp+'/ ymep+ / ymepé+}

yMEpEThH

{3anp+" / 3amep+ / 3amepé+}

3anepéTh

g@ Give the Infinitive

1. He HA10 Tak rpOMKO TOBOPH-+.

4. He 3a6yap {3anp+ / 3amep+/
3arepé+} IBepb.

7. OH 3HaeT, Kak Tyna {&a+/
éxa+}?

10. 41 He x0uy e€ maxe BUIE+.

13. Hamo {Moii+/ MbI+} pyKH Tpu
pasa B JICHb.

26.b.

e

Ona mro0uT nuca+ MEJIOM.

51 He MOTY IPUBEBIK[HY |+ K
3aHATHAM.

Ha10 60p0+...cs ¢ TAPAKAHAMH.

’ > ’
. On {Haun+’ / Ha9a+} ypOK B

JIEBSTD.

. Huxto He cmoxker {moguum+- /

> , s ,
MOAHSI+} ATOT YEMOAAH.

Forming the Infinitive From Consonant Stems

o

, >
Msae xouercs {crn+ /crar+}.

OH He Oyaer KA+

3a xord ThI Oyaelb TOI0CoBA+?

12. 51 OBLI XOTEN C HEH MOTAHIEBA+

15. Korma Mbl TOJDKHEI BEpHY+...Cs1?

When forming the infinitive from consonant stems, several different changes can occur, depending on the final

consonant of the stem:

1) Stems in #, B, H lose the final stem consonant (just like in the past) and attach -Tb

Stem Infinitive

YUTAN+ YUTATH

3HaAW+ 3HATh

>
KHUB+ KUTh
>

IIJIBIB+ IUIBITD

CTaH+ CTaTh

EH+ IETH
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2) Stems in ¢ and 3 attach -i (or -Tb if stress is on stem, which only occurs in a few 3-stems). This is
simple C+C addition, which is not supposed to happen. (Recall that we previously saw C+C addition
in the non-masculine past tense forms of Greasy Zeke verbs: momoria, ymep:iu, nekio, etc.)

Stem Infinitive
HEC+ HECTH
crac+’ CIIacTH
Tpsic+ shake TPACTH
BE3+’ BE3TH
né3+ climb (stem-stressed) J1e3Th

3) In stems ending in a, T and 6 the final consonant “mutates” to ¢, onto which either -T# or -Tb is added.
Where do we find the ending -tp? Only in “mixed-stress” verbs like kiaji+, which are end-stressed in the
present/infinitive but stem-stressed in the past/infinitive. (Recall our notation for “mixed-stress” —a “ directly
over the final consonant of the stem.) All T-stems and 6-stems are end-stressed throughout; only a-stems (in
this group) have mixed stress.

Stem Infinitive
BEI+ BECTHU
MET+ MECTH
rpéo+" row TpecTh
KJ1a KpacThb
yKpa+ YKPacTh
ynaz + YIACTh

As we mentioned in Lesson 13, the infitive of the verb grow, whose present tense stem is pact+" is pactii. (To be
honest, you really don’t see this verb in the infinitive very often.)

4) Stems in r and k mutate to ub. If the stem vowel is &, it becomes e (before the soft consonant).

Stem Infinitive
mEK+" neyb (&é>e before a soft consonant)
TEK+ Te4b (&>e before a soft consonant)
céx+’ slash CeYb (&>e before a soft consonant)
TIOMOT+~ oMOUb
CTpuf+...cs CTPHYBCH
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5) Note that the two double-stem verbs whose past tense/infinitive stems end in consonant follow the rules

outlined above:

Stem Infinitive
{csn+/ cén+} (m>c, stem stressed) | CECTh
{;sir+ / n€r+} (r>u; é>e) nedb

Summary of C+C Infinitive Formation

H/B/H (losers!) > Th

T/JI/B > CTU (CTb)

C/3 > CTU/3THU (3Th)

I'/K >4Yb

26.A.

The infinitive forms uarit and ot

For the verb go (make one’s way; head), whose present tense stem is ua+" (uay, uaét, uayrt) and whose past stem
is mé+ (&) (més, ma, mum), the infinitive form is mari. (Based on the present tense stem, a a-stem, you might
predict ucty, but that would make too much sense.)

The perfective has a “present” tense stem noiin+" (moiiay, noiiaér, moiayT) and past tense stem momré+" (&)
(momés, mouwd, mouwsm). The perfective infinitive is moiiTi—no 1! Don’t you worry, we’re going to review
all Verbs of Motion later in the course. XXném He noxnémcs!

g@ Give the Infinitive.

10.

13.

Omna JIf00OHUT 3aHUMAH+...CST B
Kae.

On4a x64eT CTaH+ BpauoM.

S xouy xus+ B CubHpH

A duens xouy to go (perfective)
Ha KOHIIEPT C BAMH.

Yait 6uenp ropsunii. Hamo
noxy#i+ (blow) Ha Hero.

11.

14.

A nonpocun BuTio nmpuaéc+’
TOPT.

Ter 06eman mogMEer+" Io.

Ox cobupaercs ykpasji+
MalIuHy

Ona nayunnacse (learned)
rpé6+’ (row) Korna ei OpUIo
IATH JIET

Yxé mopa to go (imperfective)
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Hamo moMor+" 3Toil sKEHIHHE.

Huna nrobut néx+.

S ve xouy né3+ (climb) Ha
JIepEeBo.

. MBI J0KHBI TIepeBEn+

(translate) 3Ty craThio.

. Onn obeména oTBE3+" (take) mx

B a9pOTNoOpT.
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[26.5__ The Infinitive: Usage

26.b.1 Russian infinitive = English 7o [verb]

In most cases, the infinitive, which is a single word in Russian, corresponds to the phrase fo [verb] in English, and
is used after verbs like want, like, hate, can, promise as well after certain neuter predicates like difficult, good, etc:

OH X04YeT KeHUThCs Ha Maiie. He wants to marry Masha.

S nro6ro cunéTh Ha MOy . I like to sit on the floor.

OHa HeHaBUIETh pa0OTATh B CTOIOBOMA. She hates working (to work) in the cafeteria.
Bépa oGemana Ham moMOIb Vera promised to help us.

To1 yméers UrpaTh B I4XMaThl? Do you know how to play chess?

Bruto 64eHs TpymHO HANTH ero. 1t was very difficult to find him.

Xopormd morysiTh mocie 0oéna. 1t’s good to take a walk after dinner.

Note that sometimes English drops the fo (in phrases with the so-called modal verbs):

41 He Mor craTh. 1 couldn’t sleep.

Tr1 nOKEH € TOMOYb. You should help her.

g@ MepeBennTe Ha PyCCKUIA:

1. One mustn’t (Henp3s) to touch that vase (Baza) 2. I(F) couldn’t believe my eyes.

3. Vera wants to marry Gena. (remember this?) 4. Can you sing? (Do you possess the talent?)
5. He likes to exaggerate. 6. We should help that poor cockroach.

7. No one likes to shave. 8. She should stay (at) home.

9. I want to sleep in. 10. I don’t want to correct the homeworks. (use

JAOMAIIHHE PA0OTHI)

26.5.2 Russian Infinitive With Modal Meaning

As we saw in Lesson 12 in our explanation of the poem, YmMom Pocciiio He moHsITh, a bare infinitive (with
optional dative “subject”) can be used to express possibility. In fact, there are several “modal” meanings of a bare
infinitive, including (lack of) ability, desirability, prohibition.

Possibility / Desirability / Advisability

*Bam moMO4b? Do you need some help? Should I help you?
3aKppITh OKHO? Should I close the window?

Kyna noctdButh kpécio? Where should I put the armchair?
*Hamuatp Te6€ yaro? Do you want (me to pour you) some tea?

*Think about the use of the dative in these examples.
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Lack of Ability

MHe HUKAK HE TOJAHITh YEMOIAH. There’s no way I can lift the suitcase.

Emy He BBIMUTH 1ENyI0 OYTBUIKY cOKa! He can’t drink a whole bottle of juice.

26.b.2a Infinitive + Dative Oqnomy/Oan6ii/Onaum: Doing Something By Oneself

In this meaning, in addition to the dative subject you can include the dative forms ognomy/oanéii/oqnim together
with the negative particle me to indicate that the person(s) cannot perform the action alone, without assistance:

Eit onuO# HE caénaTh 3Ty padoTy. She can’t do this whole job herself.
WM ogHAM HE TOCTPOUTD JIOM. They can’t build a house by themselves.
MHe 0JIHOMY HE CheCTh CTOJIBKO KYKYPY3bl. I can’t eat so much corn by myself.

26.6.3 Imperfective Infinitive = Negative Imperatives

On official signs it is quite common to see imperfective infinitives used as (negative) imperatives:

He kypurs! No Smoking.

He BxoanTs! Do Not Enter

He otkprBaTE OKHA! Keep the Windows Closed
He tporats! Do Not Touch

He xomuts mo Tpasé! Do Not Walk on the Grass
He kynaTncs! No Swimming

The infinitive as imperative can be used in speech, but it very harsh. In some cases, this use is reserved for
animals. (And hopefully no one talks to you like an animal.)

MouaTs! Keep quiet!

Cunéts! / JIexars! (Ofien said to a dog. You could say ~ Sit! / Lie!
it to a cat, but you’d just be wasting your time.)

? : Question: Why are the verbs cunérn/aexars used with dogs? I thought these verbs :
meant be in a sitting/lying position? Why not cecrn/ieun, which mean to get
into a sitting/lying position? i

|
|
|
|
i
o e e e
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|

Answer: Good question! We have wondered about this one ourselves, but you must use
cnaérhb/nexaTb. And so far no dogs have complained about this.

Also, notice in English we say Sit//Lie! — and not Sit down!/Lie down! So,
there!

Recall that you can also use Hesab3si with an infinitive to indicate prohibition. We’ll cover this later in the course.
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Finally, there’s a nice fixed phrase with an infinitive:

Yro ke nénars?

@ MepeBennTe Ha PyCCKUIA:

Yeah, but what can you do.

1. He can’t lift the heavy suitcase himself. 2. We can’t do everything ourselves.

3. She can’t fix moumni+ the car herself. 4. No Smoking!

5. Do Not Touch! 6. Sit! (said to a dog)

7. Do you need some help? 8. Should I lock the door?

9. Should I place the book on the shelf? 10. There’s no way he can eat (up) so much ice cream.
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2< YnpaxHénue 1 Give the verb forms. Try not to look back at the lesson:

die perfective bring (by vehicle) perfective sit down perfective
Stems Stem Stems
“Present” “Present” “Present”
P i Pl

OHA oHA OHA

OHH OHH OHH

Past Past Past

OH OH OH

OHA oHA OoHA

OHU OHH OHH
Infinitive Infinitive Infinitive

2< YnpaxHéHue 2 lepeBeanTe Ha PYyCCKMIA:

1. Where did my suitcase disappear to?

2. Wait a second!
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Do you need some help? (Two words)

It seems to me that he is shaking.

Vika has her own airplane.

+ Give me a cigarette. — Are you blind or something? It’s written (over) there: No Smoking.

I can’t [supply verb phrase] by myself (without assistance).

What can you do?
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