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ОнЏ менј ругЌют за всё    They get on my case for everything 

 1  
2 

(ВЎра говорЏт по телефђну.  В кђмнату вхђдит 
ПЌша.) 

(Vera is talking on the phone.  Pasha enters the 
room.) 

ВЎра 3  
4 

ОнЏ менј так мѓчают (мѓчат)!  Ну лЌдно, покЌ. 
(ВЎра вЎшает трѓбку.) 

They make my life so miserable.  OK, talk to you 
later.  (Vera hangs up.) 

ПЌша 5  
6  

ВЎра, ты про когђ говорЏла?  Про твоЏх 
профессорђв?  ОнЏ тебј мѓчают? 

Vera, who(m) were you talking about?  Your 
professors?  They make your life miserable? 

ВЎра 7 Нет, про родЏтелей.  Ой, я бђльше не могѓ! About my parents.  Oh, I can’t take it anymore. 

ПЌша 8 Что случЏлось? What happened? 

ВЎра 9 ОнЏ менј без концЌ ругЌют. They criticize (yell at) me all the time. 

ПЌша 10  За что, напримЎр, онЏ тебј ругЌют?  What, for example,  do they criticize you 
for/about? 

ВЎра 11 
12 
13 

За всё!  За моЏ орЌнжевые вђлосы, за серёжки в 
языкЎ и в брђви, за моЏх друзЎй...  За то, что я 
пропускЌю занјтия и получЌю плохЏе отмЎтки! 

For everything!  For my orange hair, for the 
earrings in my tongue and my eyebrow, for my 
friends...  For the fact that I miss class and get 
bad grades. 

ПЌша 14 Да, какЏе онЏ старомђдные! They are so old-fashioned! 

ВЎра 15 
16 

ОнЏ менј заставлјют пострЏчься и снять 
татуирђвку!  ОнЏ менј совсЎм не уважЌют! 

They are forcing me to cut my hair and to 
remove my tattoo.  They don’t respect me at all.  

ПЌша 17  А ты уважЌешь своЏх родЏтелей? Do you respect your parents? 

ВЎра 18 Ну, как тебЎ сказЌть... How can I put it... 

Словарь 
3 мѓчи+ (мѓчай+) // за- (or из-) torture; make like miserable for someone (See grammar) 
5 про + accusative about (See grammar) 
9 ругЌй+ // от- когђ за + accusative criticize, scold, yell at; get on someone’s case for/about something 
11 орЌнжевый orange (color) 
11 серёж/ка (e) earring 
 язык´ tongue (as in рѓсский язѕк) 
12 брђвь (F) eyebrow 
12 то, что the fact that  (We’ll discuss this important “place-holding” phrase later in the 

course.  We have actually seen in already in дЎло в том, что.) 
14 старомђдный old-fashioned 
15 заставлјй+ // застЌви+ кого + 

infinitive 
force someone to do something 

15 снимЌй+ // {сним+ < / сня>+} take off (often clothing); get rid of 
16 татуирђв/ка (о) tattoo  (Russian actually has two words for tattoo.  If you’re interested, the other 

one is накђлка.  Does a language really need two words for this?) 
16 уважЌй+ (imperfective only) respect 
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30.A Accusative Plural: Forms 
 
The accusative plural works like the masculine singular accusative: animate nouns have the same form as the 
genitive, inanminate nouns have the same form as the nominative.  Remember, animacy plays no role in the 
feminine singular accusative, but it does in the accusative plural.  What a pain! 
 

ACCUSATIVE PLURAL (ALL GENDERS) 
 

Inanimate: Same as Nominative Plural 
Animate (Masc/Fem): Same as Genitive Plural 

 
ИменЏтельный ВинЏтельный 

мой нђвый сЏний стол 
наш плохђй профЎссор 
ітот хорђший учЏтель 
чей словЌрь? 
ітот стрЌнный англичЌнин 
СЌшин послЎдний фильм 
іто дорогђе рѓсское винђ 
вЌше высђкое здЌние 
такђе красЏвое Џмя 
хорђшее врЎмя  
мој стЌрая бЎлая машЏна 
такЌя ѓмная дЎвушка 
нЌша тЎсная кђмната 
іта хорђшая кѓхня 
чья большЌя лђшадь? 
нЌша дочь 

моЏ нђвые сЏние столѕ 
нЌших плохЏх профессорђв 
ітих хорђших учителЎй 
чьи словарЏ? 
ітих стрЌнных англичЌн 
СЌшины послЎдние фЏльмы 
іти дорогЏе рѓсскЏе вЏна 
вЌши высђкие здЌниј 
такЏе красЏвые именЌ 
хорђшие временЌ  
моЏ стЌрые бЎлые машЏны 
такЏх ѓнмных дЎвушек 
нЌши тЎсные кђмнаты 
іти хорђшие кѓхни 
чьих большЏх лошадЎй? 
нЌших дочерЎй 

 
 

  Put the following noun phrases into the accusative plural.  Use Он лїбит... 

1. дорогЌя серёжка 2. іта ленЏвая жЎнщина 3. немЎцкий велосипЎд 

4. невкѓсная сосЏска 5. нЌша стЌрая традЏция 6. іто скѓчное собрЌние 

7. ітот протЏвный человЎк 8. свой ребёнок 9. красЏвое ђзеро 

10. япђнский видеомагнитофђн 11. ітот извЎстный англичЌнин 12. францѓзская актрЏса 

13. ітот сорт сѕра 14. большђй бутербрђд с рѕбой 15. ітот член нЌшего клѓба 
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 Put the direct object into the plural.  A mini-review of some old vocabulary. 
 
1. Он смђтрит скѓчную передЌчу. 2. НашлЏ убЏйцу. 
3. Я сам вЏдел ітого вампЏра. 4. ОнЌ хђдит на нђвую пьЎсу. 
5. Он лїбит іту красЌвицу. 6. ОнЌ лїбит ітого красЌвца. 
7. Ты вЏдел егђ лицђ?  (think about stress!) 8. Я терпЎть не могѓ ітого самоувЎренного 

человЎка. 
9. Где ты купЏл такђе вкѓсное јблоко? 10. Он прђдал свої лђшадь. 
11. Я ненавЏжу ітого гражданЏна КанЌды. 12. Он убЏл ітого большђго таракЌна. 
 
 

30.Б A New Accusative Preposition!  Про about 
 
The preposition про about, concerning always governs the accusative.  Про basically has the same meaning as 
о/б, which must be used with the prepositional.  (This goes to show you how arbitrary the connection between 
case and meaning can be.)  In general, про is not very common, but it’s not unheard of.  Some Russians consider 
про quite colloquial.  (So, you can get by using just о/б – and don’t forget about обо мне, обо всём, обо всех –, 
but you should able to recognize про.  And, to be honest, you really do hear про more often than many Russians 
would like to admit.)  Here are some examples with про + accusative: 
 

Я вчерЌ смотрЎл интерЎсную передЌчу про 
ВелЏкую ОтЎчественную Войнѓ. 

I saw an interesting show yesterday about the 
Great Patriotic War. 

Про что вы говорЏте?  Про менј?  (О чём 
вы говорЏте?  Обо мне?) 

What are you talking about?  (About) me? 

 
 
 
 

30.В Some New Accusative Verbs (and Verb Phrases) 
 
Here are some new verbs and verb phrases that govern the аccusative: 
 

ругЌй+ // от- когђ за что            criticize someone for something; get on someone’s case 
 

РодЏтели менј ругЌют за плохЏе отнмЎтки. My parents get on my case about (my) bad grades. 

ПрофЎссор ругЌл студЎнтов за большђе 
колЏчество ошЏбок. 

The professor criticized the students for the large 
number of mistakes. 

 
If a clause follows the preposition за, you must use the “buffer” phrase то, что: 
 

Мој женЌ менј отругЌла за то, что я не 
купЏл сыр. 

My wife yelled at me because (for the fact that) I 
didn’t buy cheese.  

ПрофЎссор ругЌет студЎнтов за то, что онЏ 
засыпЌют на урђке. 

The professor is giving it to the students because 
(for the fact that) they fall asleep in class. 
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заставлјй+ // застЌви+  когђ + infinitive   force someone to do something 
 
Он практЏчески застЌвил менј брђсить 
курЏть. 

He practically forced me to quit smoking. 

ОнЌ заставлјет мѓжа брЏться два рЌза в 
день. 

She forces her husband to shave twice a day. 

 
снимЌй+ // {сним+ < / сня>+ }      take off; remove; get rid of 
 
Ѕнна вошлЌ в кђмнату и снялЌ пальтђ. Inna walked into the room and took off her coat. 

НЌдо снять все іти фотогрЌфии со стенѕ. You have to take all these photographs off the 
wall. 

СнимЏ пальто! Take off your coat. 
 

уважЌй+  (no perfective)   respect 
 
Ты дђлжен уважЌть своЏх родЏтелей! You should respect your parents. 

РЌньше я уважЌла всех полЏтиков, а тепЎрь 
− нет! 

I used to respect all politicians, but now I don’t. 

 
 
30.Б.1  Forms of the verb мѓчить torture; make like miserable for someone 
 
The forms of the verb torture; make someone’s life miserable are rather interesting.  The past tense/infinitve stem 
is мѓчи+, a regular и-stem: он мѓчил, онЌ мѓчила, онЏ мѓчили.  That’s not so interesting.  For the 
present/imperative stem, however, there are two possibilities: 1) мѓчи+, again, not so interesting, it’s exactly like 
the past/infinitive (я мѓчу, онЌ мѓчит, онЏ мѓчат, не мѓчь/те егђ), and; 2) мѓчай+, which is interesting—at 
least to us—because it shows the power of vowel reduction as well as the power of overgeneralization.   
 
When a native speaker hears a past or infinitive form (мѓчила, мѓчить), they can’t tell whether the vowel 
following the ‘ч’ is ‘и’ or ‘а.’ (Recall that unstressed {A} following a soft consonant—which ‘ч’ inherently is—
is pronounced like /и/.)  It seems that those native speakers who interpret the vowel following the ‘ч’ as an ‘а,’ 
then turn the verb into an ай-stem, which are much more common than any other type of stem.  (Like we said, it 
was interesting to us).  It’s not clear why this doesn’t happen with more verbs, such as пђмни+ or готђви+, but it 
doesn’t.  Here are some more examples with this rather common verb: 
 

Почемѓ ты менј без концЌ мѓчишь / 
мѓчаешь? 

Why do you always bother (make life unpleasant 
for) me?  

Менј мѓчит / мѓчает сђвесть. My conscious is bothering me.  

ОстЌнь от менј!  Tы менј измѓчил! Get away from me!  You have just bugged me to 
death. 

Не  мучь/те (мѓчайте) ітого бЎдного 
студЎнта! 
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  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 

1. Why don’t you respect me? 2. My parents yell (criticize) me for everything. 

3. Whom are you talking about? 4. Who forced you to take a shower? 

5. (One) must take the map off the wall. 6. I will force Dima to vote for me. 

7. I (Boris) used to respect him, but now he shows off 
all the time. 

8. (They) forced us to to hang a photo of Lenin on the 
wall. 

9. My father was yelling at me for (my) earring in ear! 10. I (Vera) read an interesting article about corn. 

11. Why are you torturing me so? 12. She made his life completely miserable. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  You know the drill by now: 

 expensive earring typical Englishman old-fashioned professor 

Singular 

Nom 

   

Acc 

 

 

  

Gen 

 

 

  

Plural 

Nom 

   

Acc 

 

 

  

Gen 

 

 

  

 
 УпражнЎние 2   

 
1. Take off your shoes. 

2. I used to have an 12 earrings in my ear, but now I have one in my tongue and 3 in my eyebrow. 
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3. My younger sister bought an orange bicycle. 

4. Last night I saw an interesting program about leather armchairs.  

5. She hung up the phone and went (пошлЌ) upstairs. 

 
  УпражнЎние 3  Answer as honestly as you wish. 
 
1. Кого вы уважЌете?  Кого нет?  Почемѓ? 

 

2. Что вЌши родЏтели застЌвили (заставлјют) вас (с)дЎлать?   

 

3. Кто и за что вас ругЌет? 

 

4. Когђ и за что вы ругЌете? 

 

5. Кто вас без концЌ мѓчает/мѓчит?   

 


