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4 2 Tekcrt: OHna ngaxe mpesupaema
She is even despised

A Little More Grammar: The Passive Voice

Before describing the formation and usage of present passive participles, let’s look at the passive voice in general.
Most of you have a general idea of what a passive sentence looks like. If not, now is the time to find out. In the
sentences below we have labeled the various nouns with the cases they would bear in Russian.

Active Passive
a) The soldiers ), destroyed the village 4 The village yo)s was destroyed (by the soldiers) srr
6) Kira yo,rtranslated the article 4o in 1983 The article yy, was translated (by Kira) pyerg in 1983
8) Thieves yo steal a car ;¢ every 20 seconds A car yoyyis stolen (by thieves) jyorp every twenty seconds
2) The FBI yoy will arrest her o tomorrow She yopy will be arrested (by the FBI) jyerp tomorrow

What Gets Changed/Added Between Active and Passive Constructions:

1. The (accusative) direct object of the active sentence (village, article, car, her),
becomes the (nominative) subject of the passive sentence: (village, article, song,
she).

2. The nominative subject of the active sentence (soldiers, Kira, thieves, the FBI) is
optionally expressed in the passive in a “by-phrase,” which corresponds to the
bare instrumental in Russian. Sometimes this “by-phrase” sounds perfectly
natural (sentences a, 6 and r are fine — at least to me); other times, though not
grammatically incorrect, sentences with a “by-phrase” sound “awkward”. (I’'m not
in love with the “by-phase” in sentence B.)

3. A form of the verb be is inserted. Note that it can be past (a, 6) present (B) or
future (T).

4. Sometimes, a different form of the main verb is required: steal > stolen; arrest >
arrested.

Grammatical Changes Between Active and Passive Sentences

Active Passive
Direct Object (Accusative) > Subject (Nominative)
Subject > In “by phrase” (Instrumental) — optional
Regular Verb > Be+ Verb (possibly different)
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Some Differences Between Active and Passive Participles

e Passive Participles — Only from Transitive Verbs

When describing the formation of active participles we really didn’t have to pay attention to the meaning of the
verb. The one restriction was that only imperfective verbs could form present active participles, but that didn’t
have anything to do the meaning of the verb. Passive participles, on the other hand, can normally only be formed
from “true” tranmsitive verbs, i.e., verbs that take an accusative direct object. Verbs that govern any other case, or
that are followed by a prepositional phrase, or that are intransitive cannot normally form passive participles.

Verbs That Cannot Be Passived in Russian
Verbs (Verb Phrases)

IIOMOT+ , 3aBAIOBa+, MEIIAfi+, etc.

Reason They Can’t Be Passivized

Takes a dative complement
CMOTp&+ Ha, 3a00TH+...CS O Takes a prepositional phrase complement
JyMaii+, Cumé+ Verbs are intransitive

00si+...cq, 3aHUMAIi+...CS No -ca verbs can take accusative

Thus, sentences like [ was helped (by a stranger); He was envied (by everyone); She was taken care of (by her
sister);, He was feared (by his students) cannot be expressed using a passive participle in Russian. (We’ll tell you
later on how to “passivize” these kinds of verbs.)

e Passive Participles — Not Just From Komdpuwiu Clauses

For both present and past active participles, we emphasized that they are equivalent to clauses containing
KOTOPBIIi in the nominative case. As we would expect (based on what we saw just above), passive participles are
equivalent to clauses containing koTOpbIii in the accusative case. However, passive participles can also be
formed from single clauses, where no koTopstii is present. The English sentences on the first page of this lesson
are perfect examples. Here are some more “non-koTOpbIii” passive sentences:

Active Sentence — No KoTOpbIit Passive Sentence — Short Form Participle

John sent an angry e-mail to Moby. An angry e-mail was sent to Moby (by John).

Nancy built this house in 1875. This house was built in 1875 (by Nancy).

It is, of course, possible to form relative clauses with these phrases (using accusative koTépnbie), but we have to
add an entire clause:

Active Sentence — Accusative KOTOpbIN Passive Sentence — Long Form Participle

The angry e-mail which John to Moby appeared on
the front page on the New York Times

The angry e-mail (which was) sent (by John) to
Moby appeared on the front page of the New York
Times

I want to buy the house that Nancy built in 1875

I want to buy the house (which was) built in 1875

(by Nancy)

Passive sentences derived from active sentences with no relative clause use a short-form passive participle, while

phrases derived from sentences with a relative clause (accusative koTopsrii) take the long-form. Much more on

this below.

I E——
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Passive

e Basic Overview of Passive Participles

Participles

Passive participles describe what was (is being / will be) done to the modified noun.

[| 42.A Present Passive Participles: Form ||

The first thing we should note is that of the four types,

in written form.

(Remember - only from imperfective transitive verbs):

present passive participles are by far the least commonly
found — it’s not even close. You could go a long time without ever encountering a present passive participle, even

=M= (= mbl form + ending)

Simply take the present tense mbI-form and add the appropriate adjectival ending:

Present Tense mbi-form

Present Passive
Participle
(in various CNGs)

YUTAEM yuTaeMmas

yBaXxaeM yBaXkaeMoe

OTKpPBIBAEM OTKPBIBAEMBIMH

o0cyxmaeM 00Cy)K1aeMbie
Stress does not shift from where it is in the stem:

< r

Kyp+ KypUMYIO

JFOOTH JIFOOUMBIM

BBIHOCII+ BBIHOCHIMOIA

Stems in {aii+" / -aBaii+} use the infinitive/past stem (-aBaii), similar to the imperative:

{3amaii+" / 3amaBai+}

3aaBaeMoe

{y3Haii+" / y3HABAM+}

Y3HABAEMBIX

A few exceptions (what would a grammar lesson be without exceptions?):

HecéMm but... HecOMoe
BenéM but... BeAOMBIC
umeM but HMCKOMBIH (mutation undone)
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Many, many transitive verbs do not normally form a present passive participle. Here are a few:

No Present Passive Particple Form

1% > ’ o >
{mpit+ / i} 5 {MOI+ / MBI+} ; JK1a+;
MUCA+; CMOTPE+; TOBOPH+; ydit+

Notice that it’s not strictly a matter of form. The n-stem xpanii+ forms a present passive participle, but ropop+
does not.

As expected, present passive participles agree with the noun they modify in CNG. The fact that passive
participles (both present and past) are equivalent to accusative kotopsriii clauses makes no difference; once the
participle is formed the only thing that matters is the case of the modified noun:

Ha croné nexut kaura, yntdemas crynéaramu. (Feminine Nominative Singular)
On the table there is the book (which is) being read by the students.

UYro THI AyMaenib 0 Bonpoce, oocyxaaemMom komuTéTroM? (Masculine Prepositional Singular)
What do you think about the question (which is) being discussed by the committee?

% Form Present Passive Participles. Use Masculine Nominative Singular.

1. oOHHMAI+ 2. oOBsICHAN+

3. XpaH#+ 4. mokymnait+

5. {3amaii+’ / 3a;maBaii+} 6. oOcyxnmai+

7. Kypit+ 8. uuTaii+

9. HogHUMAN+ 10. Bén+" (exception!)

[42.5 Present Passive Participles: Meaning

There are several ways to translate present passive participles:
1) which is being decided, read, observed, etc

As we mentioned above, the subject of the active sentence may appear in the instrumental (with no preposition) in
the passive, normally with the meaning “by”.

CTyI€éHTBI He COOMPAIOTCS ITUCATH COUMHEHMS, The students don’t intend to write the compositions

3a/1aBaeMble TIPohEcCopoM. which are being assigned by the professor.

DTO KHUTA yuTaemas Bceit AMEpUKO This is the book which is being read by all
America.
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2) equivalent to the English suffix “ible; -able’

He3a0BIBACMBIH unjforgettable
HECKJIOHSIEMBIi indeclinable (nouns, adjectives, etc.)
HEBBIHOCUMBIH unbearable
HEy3HaBAEMBIi unrecognizable
V Herd He3a0bIBaeMast yIIBIOKA. He has an unforgetttable smile.
JIist MeHSI TPUYACTHS HEBBIHOCHMBI. Participles are unbearable for me.

3) A number of present passive participles have made the complete transition to “adjectivehood” similar to the
way that HacTosimuii and caéayrommii are now considered adjectives, rather than present active participles.
Among the adjectives that “started out” as present passive participles are:

YBaXaeMblIi respected, Dear (used in official
situations and salutations)
JIFOOMMBIH favorite; beloved
YBaxkaemsiii npoéccop Ppetinéinb! Dear Professor Freidel (no relation)!
4 Bac tepriéts He Mory! Hecmorps Ha TO, 94TO I can’t stand you! Despite the fact that Russian is
PYCCKHIA SI3BIK MOW JTFOOUMBIN TIPEIMET, BBI — my favorite subject, you are an unbearable person.

HEBBIHOCHUMBIH 4eJIOBEK!

We’ll shortly be seeing several more adjectives (and derived adverbs) that are related to present passive
participles.
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42.b.1 Long-form vs. Short-form Passive Participles

Unlike active participles, which always appear in the long-form (i.e., with a full adjectival ending: -oe, -as, -emy,
-nMH, etc.), passive participles can also occur in the short-form (which is restricted to predicate position — i.e.
only after a form of the verb be and never preceding the noun). Recall also that short-form adjectives can
appear only in nominative case. (The choice between long-form vs. short-form in predicate position is rather
complicated, so we’ll avoid it for now.)

As mentioned above, the short-form is used when the passive sentence is derived from a ‘non-koTépsIii’ active
sentence. If the present passive participle is equivalent to an accusative koTopsblii clause, you must use the long
form.

Here are more examples of short-form present passive participles - no koTépsrii around. Note that the verb be
can appear in past or future (despite the fact that the participle is called a present passive):

Active Passive
Bce npesupanu Tamapy Tamapa 6ru1a pe3upaema (BCEMM)
Everyone despised Tamara Tamara was despised (by everyone)
Bce mobsT Péiimona Péiimonp mo6viM (Bcémm)
Everyone loves Raymond Raymond is loved (by everyone)
S He BBIHECY MTOTOTY [Toréaa Oymer HeBBIHOCHUMA
I will not bear the weather The weather will be unbearable

Examples of long-form present passive participles - from accusative koTopblii clauses. Pre-posing is possible:

Active Passive
HuxoMy He OHPABUTCS KapTHHA, KOTOPYIO HuxoMy HE NOHPABUTCS KapTHHA, pUCYyeMast
Aunna pucyer. Aunoi.
No one will like the picture that Alla is drawing. No one will the picture that is being drawn by Alla.
A urTEpecyroch MpobdaEMoii, KOTOPYIO ABTOP S MHTEpECYIOCh OMUCHIBAEMON ABTOPOM
OIHACHIBAET. poOIEMOH.
1 am interested in the problem that the author is 1 am interested in the problem that is being
describing. described by the author.

@ Make these sentences (or clauses within them) passive when possible:

1. Bce npe3upaiot despise Burtio. 2. Ter unran craTeio, KOTOpYIo JIéHa obcyxnaer?
3. S 3aBuayto Mare. 4. CryznéuTsl yBaXXaroT npodéccopa.
5. Te06é HpaBUTCS KapTHHA, KOTOPYIO MHIIa pucyeT 6. Bce 6ositcs Hropsi.
draw?
7. Hukrto He moHUMAET TedpHIo, KoTOpYro HiiHa 8. S He BBIHOITY bear 3Ty CUTYAIHIO.
omrchIBaeT describe.
9. UYro THI IyMaens 0 3aJaHNH, KOTOPOE HaIIl 10. Best Poccyist untder 3ToT poMaH.

npodéccop 3anaér?
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[| 42.B Present Passive Participles: Text ||

We want to emphasize (again) that this text contains an artificially large number of present passive participles. Even the
most die-heard participle junkie would never include this many participles, let alone these rarely found present passive
participles, in a single paragraph. But we want you to get more than your fix of these exotic participles.

Co

1 YBaxdemble CTyIEHTHI PYCCKOTO s3bIKA!

2 JKénnne, onickiBaemMoii 31ech, OueHb rpycTHO. HecMoTps Ha TO, UTO OHA MOCBAIIAET BCE CBOE

3 BpéMs CBOMM CTYyJIEHTaM, OHA He JIIoONMa UMHU, axe mpe3npaemMa. OHA MPenoaaéT MaTeMATHKY, HO,

4 KOHEYHO, UX JIIOOUMBIH peaMeT uctopud. [l He€ Takas cHTyAnMsl HeBbIHOCHMAa. HukTo He némaer

5  IOMAIIHUX 3alaHMH, 3aJaBaeMbIX €10. HuKTO He oOpamaer BHUMAHNS Ha KAPTHHBI, pHUcyeMble €€ CEIHOM.

6 Huxkro He cnymaer He3aObIBAEMEBIC TECHH, COUYMHSIEMBIC e€ Touepbio. MHe e€ OUeHb KAJKO.

CnoBapb

1 | yBakK&eMpblit

here: Dear (official greeting) but note that it is the same as the present passive
participle from the verb yBamxaii+.

> | omfckiBait+ / omuca+

describe

2 | mocBsmai+ // mocBATH+ (T> III)
umo Komy/uemy

dedicate (what to what/whom)

3 | mpe3upaii+

despise

3 | {npemonaii+’ / npenomaBaii+}
(Imperfective only) + umo xomy

teach (a subject to whom) You can’t use this for teaching someone to do
something. We’ll cover that later.

4 | curyarmus

situation

< .. r
4 | BBIHOCH+ // BBEIHEC+

bear, endure; put up with

5 | éo

Instrumental of ona. (The “normal” form is eif, but for some bizarre reason, in
a passive construction every Russian I’ve ever met insists on é10.)

5 | kapTvHa

picture; painting

5 |pucoBa+ // Ha-

draw
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g YnpaxHéHue 1  Translate the text into natural sounding English and send it via e-mail

,@5 YnpaxHéHue 2 Form present passive participles, when possible. Use any CNG you wish

1. coumnsii+ 2. mobk+

3. ommca+ 4. {3amait+ /3amaBaii+}
5. uaru 6. pemai+

7. 3aHUMAM-+...csI 8. cupér

9. mnepesouii+ translate (imperfective) 10. BBIHOCH+

11. 3aBrgOBa+ 12. yBaxaii+

2< YnpaxHénue 3  Transform these sentences into passive

1. MHe 0ueHp HpPABUTCS KapTHHA, KOTOpPYIO JIEHa ONMCHIBaeT.

2. Kowmmurér obcyxadeT BompoOc.

3. Ero mroownm Bee. (Think about how to express tense!)

4. Becs [IprHCTOH YnTACT €TO HOBYIO ITBECY.

5. Y Her0 ynpIOKka, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE MOXeET 3a0bITh. (Think about this!)
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