I'pammaruka: 45.A: Modals

CO’pOK n;'ITblﬁ ypo’K 45.b: Three “Old” Verbs

45

Another (gentle) reminder to go back and listen to (and repeat) the story another time or two.

45.A Review of Modals: Hapgo, AomxeH, Mpuaércs

There are several ways of expressing need, obligation, compulsion, advisibility, etc. in Russian. Let’s review the
various semantic as well as syntactic differences between three modal forms.

KOMY HAI0 (HYKHO) person is obligated to

Form: The “subject” is in dative. Past and futre are indicated with the third-person neuter of the verb be,
normally following the modal Hdgo. You can also find HyxHo, which is synonomous with Ha0.

Meaning: | Often refers to compulsion from an external source.

Past tense Hamo 06110 can refer to a missed oportunity; what you now realize you should have done
when the chance was there (studying more, not buying a hot-selling toy, turning down a $50,000,000
gift, etc.)

E#t HATo MOATOTOBHUTHCS K 3K3AMEHY 110 UCTOPHH. She has to study for a history test.
Te6¢é 40 OBLIO CKA34ATh 3TO €My, KOTJA OH OBl )KUB.  You should have told him that when he was alive.
WM wamo 6yaet OueHb OBICTPO COOPATHCS 34BTpA. They will have to get ready very quickly tomorrow.

BceMm cryaénTam HANO cniaTh OOJNIBIIE U TUTh MEHbIE. Al students should sleep more and drink less.

KTO A0JIKeH (J0JI3KHA, TOJKHBI) person is obligated to

Form: The subject appears in the nominative, with which the modal z[()mlceﬂ>/ JOJIKHA / TOJIZKHBI agrees in
number and gender. In the past and future, use the verb be {6ya+/ 6v1+} following the modal.

Inanimate nouns (MamvHa, Mara3uH, okHO, etc.) can combine only with xé/ken, never with Hago /
HY’KHO.

Meaning: | Often refers to compulsion from within.

In the past, mé1:xen may also refer to an external compulsion (because Hago 6b110 implies missed

opportunity).
Bce 10DKHET yBaXKATH CBOMIX POJIUTEIICH. Everyone should respect their parents.
OH A0KeH OBLI MOCTIATh MHE ITUCHMO, HO HE TTOCNAN.  He was supposed to send me the letter, but he
didn’t.
DuiieM 1O0KEH OBbUT HAYATHCS Yac Ha3al. The movie was supposed to start an hour ago.
MBI TOJDKHBI 0y1eM OCTOPOXKHO BECTH MAIIHHY We will have to drive carefully today.

CerOIHs.
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KOMY NPUILIOCH / NpuAETCs (MPUXOaUTCS) person has to but doesn’t want to
Form: The “subject” is in dative, while the verb is fixed in the third-person neuter singular. Normally the

perfective forms npuuidcs or npuaérea are found. The imperfective mpuxoaiiaocs /
npuxoéaurcs indicate, as expected, repeated obligation.

Meaning: | Uncontrollable external circumstances compel the person to do something they really don’t want to

do.
W3-3a goxnms, IETSIM MPHUIUIOCH OCTATHCS IOMA. Because of the rain, the children had to stay home.
Emy npunércs cnath Ha 1oty Bc€ JIETO. He will have to sleep on the floor all summer.
31ech KOKIBIA pa3 IpUXOIUTCS OCTaHABIUBATHCS. You have to stop here every time.
g@ MepeBeanTe Ha pycckuid. In many cases, more than one modal is possible.

1. We’ll have to go to the store again tomorrow. 2. Tcan’t. Ihave to study.

3. We will have to thank them for the gift. 4. The store should open in ten minutes

5. Vera was supposed to return the book yesterday. 6. We were forced to move all the time.

7. You should have bought flowers when you were at 8. You were supposed to keep that secret.

the market.
9. You must get everything done on time. 10. T have to get a driver’s license.

45.b “Same” Verb, Different Meaning

In this part of the story, we encounter three verbs that we have already seen. Sort of. All three have a related, but
slightly different meaning than what we saw before. Let’s clear this up.

HOBOpE’l‘lHBaﬁ+...Cﬂ /] HOBepH}”+...Cﬂ K turn to someone

In Lesson 37 we saw this verb with the meaning turn around (180°): Bapyr s ycnenmana, 4to oH
MOBOpAYHBaeTCs U TOAXOMUT ko MHe Suddenly I heard him turn around and walk up to me. When used with the
preposition k (+ dative), this verb means turn fo (with the purpose of addressing) someone:

OH TOBEpHYJICS KO MHE M TUXO CKazall: « 5 Te6é He turned to me and said quietly, “I'm going to
OTOMIITY!» get you!”
JIvuist HECKOIBKO pa3 MOBOPAYMBAIACE K HAM, HUYETO  Lilya turned to us several times, not saying

HE TOBOPSL. anything.

(We actually saw this verb last year with this meaning in case this all sounds strangely familiar.)
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==
ObIBAN+ occur, be found,; happen

In part 9 of the story we saw this verb with the meaning frequent, spend time in/at: Ou Hu pa3y HE ObLT Yy MEHS B
Bonrorpase, Ho 6bI1BAJ BO MHOTHX KBapTHpax B [lerepoypre He had never been at my place in Volgograd, but
had been in many apartments in Petersburg. BbiBaii+ can also be used with inanimate subjects—or even no overt
subject—to indicate that something occurs; is found, etc.

He Gecriokoiics! ITo GbIBAET. Don’t worry! This (sort of thing) happens.

B 3ToMm marasiHe OBIBAIOT TaKHe BKYCHBIC They sometimes have really delicious oranges in
anensCUHbI! this store.

3mech MoK HUKOTA He OBIBACT. 1t never rains here.

3mech HUKOTA He OBIBACT MHOTO HapOIy. There are never a lot of people here.

coOUpAii+...cs1 // {cobepat...cst (e)} get ready

Last year—and this year—we saw this verb with the meaning intend, plan + infinitive: Ilon, 4To ThI
codupaembesi A¢maTh ceroOanus BéuepoM Paul, what are you planning on doing tonight. This verb, whose
perfective form is coepa+...cs (€) can also mean get ready; get prepared (often with the notion of going out).
Recall that the “accusative of duration” is used to indicate how long someone spends getting ready. (You can also
use the preposition 3a + accusative, which we’ll discuss in a later lesson.)

OH Bcerna Tak MEIEHHO COOMpAETCSI. He always takes a long time to get ready.

OHA cerOaHs MOYeMy-TO OYEeHb OBICTPO COOPATACH. For some reason, she got ready very quickly today.
*Cobupaiics osicTpée! MBI CKOPO YXOIUM. Hurry up (getting ready)! We're leaving soon.
OHM "aca Tpu COOMPATHCH. They spent about three hours getting ready.

*Note the use of the imperfective imperative (even though it’s a positive command). The perfective imperative of
this verb is practically never used. (And I don’t know why.)

@ MepeBeanTe Ha pyccKui
1. Getready! I’'m outta here. 2. Grisha turned to everyone and said, “Get out!
Now!”
3. Sometimes there are great concerts in Princeton. 4. Kira kept turning to her husband and asking about
some things.
5. That never occurs. (think about Case!) 6. She is so slow. She spends two hours getting ready

every morning.
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25 YnpaxHénue 1  OTBETbTe Ha BONPOCHI MO PACCKA3Y:

1.

10.
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45-1 ypok — [lomaluHee 3agaHue
25 YnpaxHéHue 2 MepeBeanTe Ha pyCccKui

1. He spends an hour getting ready every morning. (He gets ready for an hour every morning)

2. Hurry up! We’re going to be late. (We won’t get there in time.)

3. Don’t treat her so rudely!

4. 1 wouldn’t mind taking a nap (sleeping a bit).

5. He had to pay the fine. (Here the verb pay takes an accusative direct object; no preposition needed.)

6. She turned to him and started laughing. (Recall how to express ‘start to’ as part of the verb itself?)

7. Unfortunately I don’t have a driver’s license.

45-5



