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52.А Stress in PPPPs 
 

The whole question of stress in PPPPs (especially in the short-form) is rather tricky.  Below we’ll present basic 
guidelines.   But don’t worry, if you’re lucky enough to take Third-Year Russian, you’ll get all the details. 

 
Recall that there are three endings used to form PPPPs: -н(н)-, -ён(н)-, -т-.   
 
1) PPPPs in -н(н)-: Formed from verbs that have ‘а’ in the suffix of the stem. 
 
One absolute rule is that the ‘а’ preceding the н(н) ending is never stressed: 
 
 
 

        ЂН 
 
 
 
So, if the stress falls on the ‘Ќ’ in the stem, it must move back one syllable: прочитЌй+ > прочЏтанный.  (It 
doesn’t matter if the stress is fixed on the Ќ in all other forms.)  If the stress normally falls before the ‘a’, it 
remains there for the PPPP: сдЎлай+ > сдЎланное.   
 

Stem with {A} in Suffix Past Passive Participle  
(in various CNGs) 

написа<+  напЏсанный 

убера>+ (е) ѓбранному 

прочитЌй+  прочЏтанную 

арестовЌ+  арестђванных 

услѕша+  услѕшанными 

послЌ+  пђсланное 

продЌть прђданные 

 
  Form the PPPP.  Give the short-form feminine. 

 
1. сказа<+ 2. сдЎлай+ 3. нарисовЌ+ 4. продЌть 
5. показа<+ 6. назова>+ (о) 7. послЌ+ 8. подписа<+ 
9. задержа<+ 10. вѕбера+ (е) 11. испугЌй+ 12. арестовЌ+  



 Грамматика 52-й урок 

52-2 

2) PPPPs in -ён(н)-: Formed from и-stem, e-stem and Consonant Stem Verbs (≠в/н). 
 
If there is shifting stress in the present tense, then the stress also shifts in the PPPP (купи<+ > кѓпленный – don’t 
forget about mutation!).   
 
If stress is fixed on the ending (either on the final vowel of the stem Џ/Ў, or following the consonant), the ending 
will be ён(н): Stressed final vowel обвинЏ+ > обвинённый; stress following the stem: принёс+´ > 
принесённый. Otherwise, if the stress is fixed a vowel in the stem (not in the suffix), the stress remains there 
and then ending is spelled ен(н): (обЏде+ > обЏжен): 
 
Verbs in д́  and ѓ (украд́+, постриѓ+) have stress on the stem, just as they do in the past tense: укрЌла > 
укрЌденный, пострЏгла > пострЏженная. 
 

Consonant, И-Stem,      
E-Stem 

Past Passive Participle  
(in various CNGs) 

спроси<+  спрђшенный 
купи<+  кѓпленными 
спас+´ спасённая 
перевёд+´ переведённую 
испёк+´ испечённые 
брђси+  брђшенная 
пострђи+  пострђенные 
обЏде+  обЏженному 
украд́+  укрЌденным 

 
  Form the PPPP.  Give the long-form masculine singular nominative 

 
1. удивЏ+ 2. подмёт+´ 3. испёк+´ 4. спроси<+ 
5. расстрђи+ 6. приготђв+ 7. украд́+ 8. запђлни+ 
9. спас+´ 10. обЏде+ 11. перевёд+´ 12. накорми<+ 
 
3) PPPPs in -т-: Formed from ну-stem, р/в/о/н-stem, and Double-Stem Verbs: Нурвоно! 
 
This is where things can get really nasty, especially with double-stem verbs.  First the easy stuff:  
 
Stems in н keep the stress on the stem: 
 

одЎн+  одЎтый 
 
Double-stem verbs whose vowel-stems (on the right) end in и (допи>+ drink up), ы (закрѕ+) or е (спЎ+) keep the 
stress on the stem: 
 

{допьй+´ / допи>+} допЏтому 

{спой+´ / спЎ+} спЎтая 

{открђй+ / открѕ+} открѕтое 
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For double-stem verbs with a vowel-stem in я or а (several of which we discussed in Lesson 41), the stress often 
moves to the prefix.   
 

{отним+ < / о>тнј+} ђтнятый 

{пойм+ ´ / по>нј+} пђнятые 

{прим+ < / при>нј+} прЏнятому 

{начн+´ / на>чЌ+} нЌчатая 
 
For “triple-stem” verbs, the stress also moves back to where the stress falls for non-feminine past tense forms: 
 

{запр+  / за>пер+ / заперЎ+ } зЌпертой 

 
Finally, the very few transitive verbs in ну never have stress on the нѓ in PPPP.  In this respect, ну stems act like 
stems with ‘а’ described above. 
 

обману<+  обмЌнутые 

завёрну<+ wrap завёрнтое 

 
(There are more details—if you can believe it—, which we won’t worry about for now.) 
 
 
 
 

  Form the PPPP.  Give the Long-Form Masculine Singular Nominative 
 
1. {сним+ < / сня>+} 2. {запр+´ / за>пер+ / 

заперЎ+} 
3. одЎн+ 4. обману<+ 

5. {помђй+ / помѕ+} 6. {начн+´ / на>чЌ+} 7. наколо<+  8. переплыв+ >  

9. {нальй+´ / нали>+} 10. {возьм+ ´/ взя>+ } 11. {займ+´ / зa>нј+} 12. {закрђй+ / закрѕ+} 
 
To be honest, even native speakers sometimes have difficulty knowing where the stress belongs in some of these 
PPPPs, especially in the short-form. 
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52.Б Tense of “Past” Passive Participles 
 
As we mentioned in the first lesson on PPPPs, the term “past” may be a bit misleading.  Very often a PPPP refers 
to a present (or even а future) action.  This comes into play most often with the short-form PPPP, where the actual 
tense is indicated by the verb be (бѕл/Ќ/о/и for the past tense, ∅ for the present, бѓд+ for the future).  Here are 
examples of PPPPs used in all three tenses: 
 

Past Present Future 

ОнЌ былЌ ђчень расстрђена ітим 
She was really upset by that 
 

ОнЌ ђчень расстрђена ітим 
She’s really upset by that 

ОнЌ бѓдет ђчень расстрђена ітим 
She will be really upset by that 

Наш дом бѕл пострђен в 1950 
Our house was built in 1950 
 

*Наш дом пострђен в 1950 
Our house was built in 1950 
 

Наш дом бѓдет пострђен в 2001 
Our house will built in 2001 
 

 
* This sentence actually refers to the past; it does not mean Our house is being built in 1950 – that would not 

make sense.  So, what’s the difference between this sentence and the one to the left, where the Past Tense бѕл 
is used?  It’s complicated.  Wait until third-year. 

 
 
With long-form PPPPs (in non-predicative position) tense is expressed by the main verb.  The fact that a past 
passive participle is modifying a noun has no effect on tense. 
 

Кто купЏл / покупЌет / кѓпит укрЌденные 
брилиЌнты? 

Who bought / is buying / will buy the stolen 
diamond? 

Я открѕла / открывЌю / открђю зЌпертую дверь. I opened / am opening / will open the locked door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

52.В Passive Sentences Without Obvious Active Counterparts 
 
Up to now we have more or less implied that passive sentences are somehow “derived” from active sentences—
with certain predictable changes (active object becomes passive subject, active subject goes into instrumental in 
passive).  There exist many passive sentences, however, for which there is no obvious “original” active sentence.  
Let’s look at two types. 
 
52.Б.1  Passive Sentences With Clausal Complements 
 
Sometimes a transitive verb can take an entire clause (beginning with что) as a complement: They 
decided/determined that...  To passivize such sentences, use the short-form neuter third singular PPPP followed 
by что + the clause. In some cases the active sentence contains a subject, which can be expressed in the 
instrumental in the passive.   
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ПолЏцией бѕло устанђвлено, что убЏйца – 
блондЏн высђкого рђста. 

It was established by the police that the murderer 
is a tall blond man. 

НедЌвно бѕло объјвлено, что президЎнт поЎдет на 
Кѓбу. 

Recently it was announced that the president will 
go to Cuba. 

Бѕло решенђ, что не концЎрт бѓдет вторђго иїня 
на нђвом стадиђне. 

It was decided that the concert will be at the new 
stadium on June 2. 

Бѓдет обнарѓжено, что пЎрвые лїди на землЎ 
жЏли на теритђрии КитЌя. 

It will be discovered that the first people on earth 
live in what is now China. 

 
Note the following, with a dative indirect object.  In fact, бѕло скЌзано + dative is a commonly used 
construction. 
 

ТебЎ бѕло скЌзано, что здесь нельзј курЏть. You were told that there’s no smoking here. 
 
 
Often, however, an “empty” онЏ-form of the verb is used, in which case no passive form is used.  Instead, the 
они-form is used without a pronoun: 
 

Менј прЏняли! I was accepted! 

АрестовЌли егђ и брђсили в тюрьмѓ. He was arrested and thrown into jail. 
 
 
52.Б.2  Complete “De-focus” On the Original Subject 
 
In other cases, the passive sentence contains absolutely no focus on the “original” subject — either because the 
speaker simply doesn’t know, or doesn’t care who performed the action. In the first example below, the speaker 
feels no need to mention that certain Japanese car workers built his/her car. It’s obvious that someone built the 
car; it’s just not of any concern who it was.  In the second example, the speaker probably has no idea who actually 
built the church.  In the third example, it’s difficult even to image what the exact subject of an active sentence 
would be—something like “the shaking.” 
 

Мој машЏна былЌ сдЎлана в Япђнии. My car was made in Japan. 

Љта цЎрковь былЌ пострђена в 1532 годѓ. This church was built in 1532. 

Их дом был разрѓшен во врЎмя землетрясЎния. Their house was destroyed during the earthquake. 
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52.Г More Practice With  PPPPs 
 
As we said in Lesson 47, of the four types of participles, PPPPs are the most commonly found, and therefore 
deserve the most attention.  Let’s look again at some active sentences and their corresponding passives (if they 
exist).  Be sure to go over these carefully.   
 

Short Form (No котђрый in active sentence; PPPP has single ‘н’ or ‘т’) 

Active Passive 
Все замЎтили ітого стрЌнного человЎка. 
Everyone noticed that strange person. 

Љтот стрЌнный человЎк был замЎчен всЎми. 
That strange person was noticed by everyone. 

МЌша испрЌвит ошЏбку. 
Masha corrected the mistake. 

ОшЏбка бѓдет испрЌвлена МЌшей. 
The mistake was corrected by Masha. 

НЏна привезлЌ пЏшущую машЏнку. 
Nina brought the typewriter. 

ПЏшущая машЏнка былЌ привезенЌ НЏной. 
The typewriter was brought by Nina. 

КЌрту повЎсили на стЎну. 
(They) hung the map on the wall. 

КЌрта былЌ повЎшена на стЎну. 
The map was hung on the wall. 

Кђстя помђг бЎдному профЎссору. 
Kostya helped the poor professor. 

N/A (помђг takes dative) 

Егђ бЌбушка умерлЌ в прђшлом годѓ. 
His grandmother died last year. 

N/A (умерлЌ is intransitive) 

 
 

Long Form (Accusative котђрый in active sentence; PPPP has double ‘нн’ or single ‘т’) 

Active Passive 
Я в востђрге от фЏльма, котђрый снял БЎргман. 
I’m crazy about the movie which Berman made. 

Я в востђрге от фЏльма, снјтого БЎргманом. 
I’m crazy about the movie which was made by Bergman. 

Ты знЌешь дЎвушку, котђрую обманѓл МЏтя? 
Do you know the young woman whom Mita deceived? 

Ты знЌешь обмЌнутую МЏтей дЎвушку? 
Do you know the young woman who was deceived by Mitya? 

Мы говорЏли о картЏне, котђрую нарисовЌл Кђля. 
We were talking about the picture which Kolya drew. 

Мы говорЏли о нарисђванной Кђлей картЏне. 
We were talking about the picture which was drawn by 
Kolya. 

Я сидЎла рјдом с сенЌтором, котђрого прервЌл 
президЎнт. 
I was sitting next to the senator whom the president 
interrupted. 

Я сидЎла рјдом с сенЌтором, прЎрванным 
президЎнтом. 
I was sitting next to the senator who was interrupted by the 
president. 

На углѓ стоЏт человЎк, котђрого все бојтся. 
On the corner is standing the person whom everyone fears. 

N/A (Бојтся is intransitive; here котђрого is actually 
in genitive) 

Я не уважЌю человЎка, за котђрого вы голосовЌли. 
I don’t respect the man for whom you voted. 

N/A (Которђго is accusative, but is in a prepositional 
phrase following за.) 
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  Passivize the sentences, when possible  

1. ПрЏняли РебЎкку в медицЏнский кђллЎдж. 

2. ОнЏ наконЎц нашлЏ бриллиЌтны, котђрые укрЌл мой дјдя. 

3. Здесь не хватЌет людЎй, котђрые говорјт по-немЎцки. 

4. Ты пђмнишь дЎвушку, котђрую мы пригласЏли на вечерЏнку? 
5. Вам сказЌли, что там опЌсно ходЏть. 

6. Я не могѓ найтЏ бумЌги, котђрые онЌ запђлнила. 

7. Ты знакђм с человЎком, котђрого на днях обвинЏли в крЌже машЏны? 

8. ОнЏ сплетничЌют о пЌрне, котђрого все запоздђрили. 
9. Я в востђрге от хлЎба, котђрый искеклЏ в ітой бѓлочной. 

10. СЌша ђчень рассердЏлся на женѓ. 

11. Что ты знЌешь о картЏне, котђрую нашлЏ в подвЌле? 

12. ОбъявЏли, что президЎнт поЎдет на Алјску. 
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52.В PPPPs: Text – Part 2 (О моём бЎдном дјде) 
 
(Be sure to go back and look at the first part of the story in Lesson 47.) 
 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

В магазЏне нашлЏ запЏску, напЏсанную вђром, и было устанђвлено, что это пђчерк моегђ дјди.  На 

остЌвленной бутѕлке пЏва, вѕпитой престѓпником, бѕли нЌйдены отпечЌтки пЌльцев моегђ дјди.  

Не пђмня о бђльшом успЎхе, достЏгнутом моЏм дјдей, лїди не говорјт о дЎтях, защищённых им от 

злых собЌк.  Кто тепЎрь говорЏт об испечённом им для бЎдных хлЎбе?  Никто.  И никто не пђмнит 

диссертЌцию, закђнченную моЏм дјдей, когдЌ емѓ бѕло тђлько шестнЌдцать лет.  Всем надоЎло 

говорЏть о дорогЏх подЌрках, привезённых им из ФрЌнции для детЎй.  Кто тепЎрь читЌет статьЏ, 

переведённые им с немЎцкого на рѓсский?  Все тђлько сплетничЌют о слонЌх, случЌйно убЏтых им 

дЎсять лет назЌд. Он ђчень удивлён и расстрђен всем ітим. 
 
СловЌрь 
 

1 запЏс/ка (о) note 

1 вђр thief 

1 установи<+  establish 

2 отпечЌт/ка (о) пЌльцев 
пЌлец (е) (Other forms begin пЌльц-) 

finger prints 

3 защищЌй+ // защитЏ+   (т > щ) defend (in various senses) 

4 пёк+ ´ // ис- bake (We saw this verb before, but never with the 
perfective prefix ис-.) 

7 переводи<+  // перевёд+´ с [genitive] на [accusative] translate from one language(с +genitive )into another 
(на + accusative) 

8 расстрЌивай+ // расстрђи+  upset someone 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Translate the text into natural sounding English.  
 УпражнЎние 2  Form a PPPP, when possible.  Use any CNG you wish.  

1. обвинЏ+  2. сломЌй+  

3. изменЏ+  4. перевёз+´ 

5. {сним+ < / сня>+} 6. обЏде+  

7. одЎн+  8. напечЌтай+  

9. остЌви+  10. {пьй+ / пи>+} 

 
 УпражнЎние 3  Select the correct gerund or participle form.   

 
1) Он сидЎл на дивЌне, ______________________________ о своём нђсе. 

 а) подѓмавши б) дѓмая 

 

в) дѓмав г) дѓмающий 

2) Я вчерЌ дал дЎньги ________________________ нам билЎт на ђперу человЎку. 

 а) подарЏвший 

 

б) подарЏвшему в) подарЏв г) дарјщему 

3) ВЎра ушлЌ, никЎм не _______________________________. 

 а) замЎченная 

 

б) замЎтив в) замечЌющая г) замечЌя 

4) Придётся сломЌть _______________________ дверь 

 а) зЌперта б) зЌперту в) зЌпертая г) зЌпертую 

 

5) Я не знакђм с мужчЏной, _____________________ на барабЌне. 

 а) игрЌя б) игрЌющий в) игрЌвшим г) игрЌв 

 

6) Мы бѕли _____________________________ ітим слонђм. 

 а) спасёные б) спасЌющие в) спасЌвши г) спасенѕ 

 

7) Что ты знЌешь о студЎнтах, __________________________ іту статьї? 

 а) читЌвшие б) читЌя в) прочЏтанную г) читЌющих 
 


