
ГраммЌтика: 54.А:  Perfective Gerunds – Form  
 54.Б:  Imperfective Gerunds – Meaning 
 54.В:  Gerund (Both Types) Text 

Пятьдесјт четвёртый урђк

5544   

 

54-1 

54.А (Past) Perfective Gerunds: Form 
 

-В(ШИ) / -ВШИСЬ / -ШИ(СЬ) / -Ћ 
 
Like past active participles, (past) perfective gerunds have endings that are based on the masculine singular past 
tense.  There are four possibilities, based on the features ±л and ±ся, in addition to an “odd looking” group of 
prefixed motion verbs: 
 
 
1) Masculine Past Tense in л and [ну] > в 
 

Masculine Past Tense Perfective Gerund 
сказЌл сказЌв 
прочитЌл прочитЌв 
купЏл купЏв 
привѕк привѕкнув 
достЏг достЏгнув 

 
2) Verbs in лся > вшись (There are very few [ну] with ся) 
 

Masculine Past Tense Perfective Gerund 
научЏлся научЏвшись 
помѕлся помѕвшись 
вернѓлся вернѓвшись 
расстрђился расстрђившись 

 
3) Greasy Zeke add ши(сь) 
 

Masculine Past Tense Perfective Gerund 
спЌс спЌсши 
пострЏгся пострЏгшись 
испёк искёкши 
привёз превёзши 
ѓмeр *умЎрши 

 
* There also exists the form умерЎв, which is built from the infinitive stem умерЎ+.  Actually, умерЎв is 
probably more common than умЎрши. 
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3) Perfective (Prefixed) Motion Verbs add -ј onto Present Tense stem 
 

Present Tense Stem Perfective Gerund 
прид+ ´ придј 
подвёз+ ´ подвезј 
унёс+´ унeсј 
перевёд+´ переведј 

 
Careful!  These look like Imperfective Gerunds (see more below on the differences) 
 
 
Basically, except for the forms in -ј described in 3) above, perfective gerunds look very similar to past active 
participles – minus the adjectival endings.  For the first type above (masculine past tense in plain л), we might 
expect the ending to be вши, which is exactly what is was in the 19th-century.  (So keep an eye out for this in 
ЧЎхов, Пушкин, Толстђй, etc.)  Also, keep in mind that participles keep the full -ся, while gerunds never do. 
 
 
 
 
Compare the imperfective gerund (based on the non-determined stem, e.g. ходи<+ , Ўзди+) of Prefixed Motion 
Verbs with the perfective gerund (based on the determined stem, e.g., идтЏ, {Ўд+ /Ўха+}): 
 

Prefixed Verbs of Motion 
Imperfective Gerund Perfective Gerund 

приходј  while arriving  придј   having arrived 

уносј   while carrying away унесј   having carried away 
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54.А.1  “Restrictions” on the Formation of Perfective Gerunds 
 
In our examination of imperfective gerunds, we saw that many verbs simply do not form an imperfective gerund: 
(e.g., писа<+ жда>+, бера>+ (е)).  These same restrictions do not exist for the formation of perfective gerunds; in 
theory, any perfective verb can form a gerund, but not all do.  For example, many Russians do not like the form 
помђгши from помог+ <  though it is theoretically possible.  Since you won’t encounter these non-existent forms, 
you don’t need to worry about this. 
 

    Form perfective gerunds from the following verbs: 

1. сказа<+  2. купи<+  3. {пойм+´ / по>нј+} 

4. написа<+  5. вернѓ+...ся 6. прийтЏ 

7. привѕк[ну]+  8. {вѕпьй+ / вѕпи+} 9. унёс+´ 

10. окђнчи+  11. вспотЎй+  12. заподђзри+ 
13. подвЏну+...ся move over 14. урони<+  15. испёк+´ 
 
 

54.Б Past (Perfective) Gerunds: Meaning 
 
The perfective gerund describes an action that is completed prior to the action denoted by the main verb.  There 
are two common translations, depending on the context: 
 

‘having [verb]-ed’ 
‘after [verb]-ing’ 
(most common) 

ПрочитЌв письмђ, СЌра обрЌдовалась. 
Having read the letter, Sarah rejoiced. 
 
Вѕпив кђфe, онЌ ушлЌ домђй. 
After drunking (some) coffee, she went home. 
 
Придј домђй, он снял пальтђ. 
Having arrived home, he took off his coat. 

‘by [verb]-ing’ (This contains what is known as a ‘causal’ meaning – Note that you can 
use a future verb after the past gerund with this mean.) 
 
СказЌв іто емѓ, ты егђ ђчень обЏдишь. 
By telling him that, you will greatly offend him. 

Принјв іто лекЌрство, ты бѓдешь себј чѓвствовать горЌздо лѓчше. 
By taking this medicine, you will feel much better. 
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54.Б.1  The Spoken Equivalent of Perfective Gerunds 
 
As we mentioned in our discussion of imperfective gerunds, these verbal forms are found almost exclusively in 
the written language.  “Normal” people (normally) don’t use gerunds in speech.  In the spoken language 
perfective gerunds are normally replaced with either После того, как... (for “having [verb]-ed/after [verb]-ing”), 
or Ѓсли... (for “by [verb]-ing”): 
 

Written Lanuage Spoken Language 
ПообЎдав, он пошёл в библиотЎку. Пђсле тогђ, как он пообЎдал, он пошёл в 

бибилиотЎку. 

КупЏв дорогѓю машЏну, Њра понрЌвится 
Дѓне. 

Ѓсли он кѓпит дорогѓю машЏну, Њра 
понрЌвится Дѓне. 

 
 Summary of Gerund Formation 
 
 

Imperfective Gerunds Perfective Gerunds 
-я(сь) / -а(сь)   дѓмая 

    смејсь 

-в    сказЌв 

(-вши  19th century) 

-вшись    вѕспавшись 

-ши(сь)    спЌсши 

-ј (Prefixed Motion Verbs) придј 

• while [verb]-ing • having [verb]-de / after [verb]-ing 

• by [verb]-ing 
 
 
 

  ПереведЏте на рѓсский  (Both imperfective and perfective gerunds are possible.) 

1. Being jealous of his wife on account of the Greek 
philosopher, Misha cried all night. 

2. Emphasizing that it was Dima who ruined 
everything, Gena loudly criticized him. 

3. Having gotten revenge on Masha, Vera hung up the 
phone. 

4. Having emphasized that she was innocent, Rita got 
up and left. 

5. Having been surprised at the question of the 
journalist, the politician thought (deeply). 

6. Having gotten offended at the rude woman, Vitya 
didn’t answer her. 

7. Having arrived home, Vera took off her coat and 
sat down on the sofa. 

8. Having achieved great success, Sasha forgot about 
his friends. 

9. Having brought a cake for everyone, Grisha ate up 
an enormous piece. 

10. Flirting with the red-head woman, Borya lied about 
everything. 
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54.В Gerunds (Both Types): Text 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Стђя на углѓ и никомѓ не мешЌя, ВЌдик терпелЏво ждЌл свої подрѓгу.  Вдруг к немѓ подошёл 

какђй-то стрЌнно вѕглядящий пЌрень.  СпросЏв ВЌдика, где нахђдится какђй-то нђвый, потрясЌющий 

китЌйский ресторЌн и получЏв от негђ отвЎт, пЌрень ни с тогђ ни с сегђ вѕнул бумЌжник из 

кармЌна и пђдал ВЌдику тѕсячу дђлларов.  ПоблагодарЏв ВЌдика, щЎдрый пЌрень пошёл дЌльше.  

Пришла подрѓга ВЌдика, как всегдЌ улыбЌясь, и спросЏла почемѓ у негђ такђй удивлённый вид.  Не 

повЎрив емѓ, ПолЏна (подрѓга ВЌдика) потрЎбовала, чтђбы он показЌл ей дЎньги.  «Потом.  СейчЌс 

пошли в сЌмый лѓчший ресторЌн», - сказЌл он.  Придј в нђвый, дорогѓщий францѓзский ресторЌн, 

они заказЌли три бутѕлки сЌмого дорогђго шампЌнского и цЎлую бЌнку чёрной икрѕ.  ПолучЏв счёт, 

ВЌдик вѕнул дЎньги и пђдал официЌнту.  Взјв дЎньги, тот ушёл.  Вернѓвшись чЎрез минѓту и не 

улыбЌясь, официЌнт довђльно грѓбо сказЌл ВЌдику: «Сэр, я не хотЎл бы вас обЏдеть, но дЎньги, 

котђрые вы мне дЌли, не настојщие.  Ваш счёт - пятьсђт сђрок семь дђлларов.  Мы не принимЌем 

кредЏтные кЌрточки.»  ВЌдик, мјгко говорј, обомлЎл. 
 
СловЌрь 
 
1 терпелЏвый patient 

3 ни с тогђ ни с сегђ out of the blue; completely unexpectedly  

3 вынимЌй+ // вѕну+  pull out (of one’s pocket) 

3 бумЌжник man’s wallet 

4 {подай+´ / подавЌй+} // подЌть 
(irregular) пђдал, подалЌ, пђдали 

hand to; offer; submit 

4 благодарЏ+ // по-  + accusative! thank someone  (Note that the verb takes accusative, while the short-form 
adjective благодЌрен (е) takes dative, as does the preposition благодарј.) 

6 трЎбова+  // по-  + чтобы + past demand that someone do something 

7 дорогѓщий super-expensive 

8 счёт bill 

9 официЌнт waiter 

10 сэр sir 

12 кредЏтная кЌрточка credit card 

12 мјгко говорј to put it mildly  (Note that this fixed expression uses the imperfective gerund 
говорј.  Мјгкий means soft.) 
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 УпражнЎние 1  ПереведЏте текст на англЏйский   
 УпражнЎние 2  Form Perfective Gerunds, when possible 

 
1. получи<+  2. прерва>+  

3. приходи+  4. обмЌнывай+  

5. помог+ <  6. прийтЏ 

7. сочинЏ+  8. отругЌй+  

9. занимЌй+...ся 10. {сним+ < / сня>+} 

 
  УпражнЎние 3  Write sentences with gerunds of the new verbs in this lesson.  For two  

   verbs use both imperfective and perfective gerunds. 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

 


