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55-1 

This lesson consists entirely of a review of participles; there is no new grammar, and not even any new vocabulary!  We want 
to emphasize just how important it is that you become a participle-gerund guru.  For examples of all forms, please refer back 
to the lessons in which the various participles and gerunds were presented (Present Active – 35; Past Active – 40; Present 
Passive – 42; PPPP – 47 and 52, Imperfective Gerund – 36; Perfective Gerund – 54.) 
 

55.А Review of Participles (Verbal Adjectives)  
 

Active Participles 
 

The Form of Active Participles – General Characteristics 
• Long form only 
• Agree with noun modified in case, number, gender 

• Always full –ся 
Present Active Past Active 

• Replace т in онЏ form with щ and add required 
CNG ending 

• Stress shifts only for 1st-conjugation verbs (except 
лїбящий) 

• Only from imperfective (i.e. present tense) verbs 

 

• Replace л of masculine past tense with вш and add 
required CNG ending 

• If no л in masculine past tense (Greasy Zeke) 
attach ш and add required CNG ending 

• Some [ну] verbs drop [ну], others retain it 

• Exceptions: шЎдший, вЎдший, мётший 

• Stress is (normally) the same as masculine past 
tense (except умЎрший) 

• Can be formed from any verb: imperfective, 
Perfective, intransitive, transitive 

 Form present active participles from the following verbs. (Use masculine nominative singular) 

1. крути<+  2. слѕша+  3. слѓшай+  
4. брей+...ся 5. сла+  6. держа<+  
7. {льй+ / ли>+ } 8. тону<+  9. привыкЌй+  
10. стој+  11. мечтЌй+  12. иска<+  

 Form past active participles from the following verbs. (Use feminine accusative singular) 

 
1. освободЏ+  2. заплати<+  3. вѕспа+...ся 
4. перевёд+´ 5. прерва>+  6. постриѓ+...ся 
7. испрЌви+  8. отвѕк[ну]+  9. {сним+ < / сня>+} 
10. объЎсться 11. сѓну+  12. {умр+ ´/ у>мер+ / умерЎ+} 
 



 Грамматика 55-й урок 

55-2 

The Meaning and Usage of Active Participles 
• Active participles indicate what the subject was doing/is doing (did/does) (but not will be doing/will do) and 

are equivalent to clauses with nominative котђрый (but don’t forget that the participle itself can be in any 
case – depending on the case of the modified noun).  As a result, when translating you can “resurrect” the 
that/who/which of the котђрый clause. 

• Participles assign the same case on the noun complement (or take the same prepositional phrase) as the verbs 
from which they are derived. 

• Participles in Russian can be “pre-posed” in front of noun, even as an entire phrase (examples 3-4 and 7-8 
below) 

 
Examples of Present Active Participles 

Что вы знЌете о пЌрне, читЌющем газЎту? What do you know about the guy who is reading 
the newspaper? 

Я не завЏдую студЎнтам, учЌщимся в Брђуне. I don't envy students who go to Brown. 

Что он сказЌл про лежЌщую на полѓ собЌку? What did he say about the dog that is lying on the 
floor? 

Я познакђмился с однЏм окђнчившим 
ПрЏнстонский университЎт бизнесмЎном. 

I met a businessman who graduated from 
Princeton. 

 
Examples of Past Active Participles 

Я ничегђ не знЌю о лїдях, смејвшихся над 
ДЏмой. 

I don’t know anything about the people who were 
laughing at Dima. 

Мне ђчень жЌлко жЎнщинѓ, убЏвшую своегђ 
мѓжа. 

I feel very sorry for the woman who killed her 
husband. 

На вечерЏнке Сђня познакђмилась с перевЎдшим 
с китЌйского на пђльский статьї профЎссором. 

At the party Sonya me the professor who 
translated the article from Chinese into Polish. 

Я ђчень благодЌрен спЌсшему менј адвокЌту. I am very grateful to the lawyer who saved me. 

 Transform these sentences: 

1. На углѓ стоЏт человЎк, котђрый кѓрит францѓзскую сигарЎту. 
2. Почемѓ мы смеёшься над дЎвушкой, котђрая повЎсила кЌрту на стЎну? 
3. Менј совсЎм замѓчил человЎк, котђрый без концЌ жЌлуется. 
4. КудЌ исчЎзли ключЏ, котђрые лежЌли на столЎ вђзле компьїтера? 
5. Я ђчень уважЌю іту жЎнщину, котђрая рабђтает как вол. 
6. Как ты отнђсишься к студЎнтам, котђрые не сдЌли контрђльную рабђту? 
7. Здесь не хватЌет людЎй, котђрые умЎют стојть на головЎ. 
8. Я ђчень благодЌрна пЌрню, котђрый спас мої собЌку. 
9. Ты замЎтил человЎка, котђрый зЌпер дверь? 
10. МужчЏна, котђрый не вЎрит в Бђга, издевЌется над нЌми. 
11. ДЎвушка, котђрая совершЏла преступлЎние, вѕросла ђколо РЏма. 
12. Я не вЎрю человЎку, котђрый рЎжет хлеб большЏм ножђм. 
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Passive Participles 
 

The Form of Passive Participles – General Characteristics 
• Passive participles exist in both short-form (in predicate position only – not equivalent to accusative 

котђрый clause) and long-form (normally not in predicate position – equivalent to accusative котђрый 
clause). 

• Like active participles, passive participles agree with noun modified in case, number, gender. 

• Passive participle can only formed from transitive verbs (that take an accusative object). 
Present Passive (Perfective) Past Passive 

• Use present tense мы-form (and add full CNG 
ending for long-form) 

• Exceptions:{-ай+ / -Ќвай+} verbs use past tense 
stem; несђмый, искђмый 

• From imperfective (present tense) verbs only 
• By far the least commonly found type of participle 
• Many transitive imperfective verbs do not form a 

present passive participle 

• From perfective (transitive) verbs only 
• н(н) for stems that have {A} in the verb suffix 
• ён(н) for consonant stems (≠в/н), и-/e-stems 

(mutation in the latter and к/г stems) and 
нЌйденный 

• т for Nu-r-v-o-no stems 
• Stress: Never on a or у; shifting stress applies; 

double-stem verbs have same stress as masculine 
past tense (at least in the long form) 

 
 
 

 Form present passive participles from the following verbs. (Use nominative plural) 

 
1. опЏсывай+  2. обсуждЌй+  3. люби<+  
4. лови<+  5. забывЌй+  6. уважЌй+  
7. рисовЌ+  8. сочинјй+  9. {задай+´ / задавЌй+} 
 
 

 Form past passive participles from the following verbs. (Use dative plural) 

 
1. поймЌй+  2. {открђй+ / открѕ+} 3. записа<+  
4. постриѓ+  5. повЎси+  6. {пойм+´ / по>нј+} 
7. услѕша+  8. {забѓд+ / забѕ+} 9. обману<+  
10. нарисовЌ+  11. принёс+´ 12. продЌть 
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The Meaning and Usage of Passive Participles 
• Passive participles indicate what happened/is happening/will happen to the subject.   
• With phrases containing a long-form passive participle, you can “resurrect” the who/which/that corresponding 

to the accusative котђрый.   
• The subject of the “original” active sentence may appear in the passive sentence – in the instrumental. 

• Participles can be “pre-posed” in front of noun, even as an entire phrase. 
Present Passive Perfective Past Passive 

• Sometimes correspond to adjectives in -able/-ible 
(незабывЌемый unforgettable)  

• Often correspond to English verbal forms in -ed 
(обмЌнутый deceived) or in -en (забѕт forgotten) 

 
Examples of Present Passive Participles 

На углѓ стојла любЏмая всЎми жЎнщина. On the corner was standing a woman who is loved 
by all. 

Он не хотЎл отвечЌть на задавЌемый мной вопрђс. He didn’t want to answer the question that was 
posed by me. 

ПрофЎссор Иванђв уважЌем всЎми своЏми 
коллЎгами. 

Professor Ivanov is respected by all his 
colleagues.  

ОнЏ презирЌемы всЎми. They are despised by everyone. 
 

Examples of Past Passive Participles 

На днях я купЏла картЏну, нарисђванную Ван 
Гђгом. 

The other day I bought a picture that was drawn 
by Van Gogh. 

Я ђчень довђлен моЎй сдЎланной в РоссЏи 
машЏной. 

I’m very satisfied with my car that was made in 
Russia. 

Мой компьїтер слђман. My computer is broken. 
Он скђро бѓдет пђйман полЏцией. He will soon be caught by the police. 

 

: Transform into sentences with participles 

1. Все уважЌют ДЏму. 
2. КудЌ исчЎзло печЎнье, котђрое ЛЎна испеклЌ? 
3. Он всегдЌ бѕстро отвечЌет на все вопрђсы, котђрые мы задаём. 
4. Мне не нрЌвится картЏна, котђрую нашлЏ в подвЌле. 
5. Как ты отнђсишься к картЏне, котђрую онЌ рисѓет? 
6. Ты читЌл статьї, котђрую МЏша перевёл с францѓзского? 
7. На днях полЏция егђ поймЌла. 
8. Открђй дверь, котђрую он зЌпер. 
9. ДЏма положЏл на стол бумЌжник, котђрый он вѕнул из кармЌна. 
10. Я потерјл телефђн, котђрый три минѓты назЌд записЌл. 
11. Он ничегђ не знЌет о вопрђсе, котђрый обсуждЌет комитЎт. 
12. Мы ђчень довђльный бриллиЌнтами, котђрые обнарѓжили за сЎйфом. 
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Participles: Verbal Adjectives 
Type Restrictions / Comments Endings Examples 

Present Active • Imperfective only 
• Full ся 

• Long form only 

Replace final т of 
онЏ-form with щ plus 
CNG ending  

читЌющая 
занимЌющиеся 

Past Active • No Restrictions on formation 
• Full ся 

• Long form only 

1) вш plus CNG 
ending 

2) ш (Greasy Zeke) 
plus CNG ending 

купЏвшие 
родЏвшуюся 

умЎрший 

Present Passive • Imperfective transitive verbs 

• Short-form (predicate) or long-
form (modify noun) 

• Many verbs do not form a 
present passive participle 

• Instrumental “agent” possible 
• Rarest of all 4 types 

Use мы-form (add 
CNG endings for 
long-form) 

читЌемая 

презирЌема 

задавЌемое 

Past Passive • Perfective transitive verbs 

• Long-form has double нн 
• Instrumental “agent” possible 

• Most common of all 4 types 

1) н(н) 
2) ён(н) 
3) т 

напЏсанную 

кѓплены 
снјто 

 
 
 
 
(Summary of Gerunds contained in previous lesson.) 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Fill in the chart.  Mark an X if a form does not exist. 
 
 перевёд+´ занимЌй+...ся {закрђй+ / закрѕ+} накорми<+ (perfective) 
Present Active  

 
   

Past Active  
 

   

Present Passive  
 

   

Past Passive  
 

   

Imperf. Gerund 
 

    

Perf. Gerund 
 

    

 
 
 обману<+  арестовЌ+  {вовьм+ ´ / взя>+} стој+  
Present Active  

 
   

Past Active  
 

   

Present Passive  
 

   

Past Passive  
 

   

Imperf. Gerund 
 

    

Perf. Gerund 
 

    

 
 
 {задай+´ / задавЌй+} привѕк[ну]+  поймЌй+  сидЎ+  
Present Active  

 
   

Past Active  
 

   

Present Passive  
 

   

Past Passive  
 

   

Imperf. Gerund 
 

    

Perf. Gerund 
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 УпражнЎние 2  Re-write the following sentences using a participle.  Pre-pose at least 

 two participial phrases. 
 
1. Все в востђрге от человЎка, котђрый ни на когђ никђгдЌ не сЎрдится. 

2. Я рЌньше общЌлся с жЎнщиной, котђрую обвинЏли в убЏйстве президЎнта. 

3. Ты вЏдел собЌку, котђрая напЌла на бЎдную кђшку? 

4. Все егђ презирЌют. 

5. Компьїтер стоЏт пЎред бутѕлой, котђрую КЏра постЌвила на стол. 

6. В прђшлом годѓ улѓчшили систЎму образовЌния. 

7. Никтђ не вЎрит мужчЏне, котђрый без концЌ всё преувелЏчивает. 

8. Я мечтЌю о дђме, котђрый стђит миллиђн дђлларов. 

9. Я бѓду скучЌть по дЎвушке, котђрая переЎхала в Москвѓ. 

 


