LLlectbaecsiTb ceAbMOM YPOK

I'pammatuka: 67.A: No Matter Who / Where / When...

67

YTo ObI 51 HU Aaenan ansa Heé... No matter what I did for her...

HNHuna 1 | Bondus, uro ¢ To601? Tol mmddems? Yto Volodya, what'’s wrong with you? Are you crying?
2 | cydmnocs? What happened?

Bondast |3 | Kak uu crpanno, Kipa mens Gpocuia. Strange as it may seem, Kira dumped me.

Huna 4 | Kak 310 «6pOcuna»? Bpl ke OB BMECTE Ha What do you mean ‘dumped’? You were together at
5 | cIeKkTaKJIe Ha MpOILION Heaele. the play last week.

Bondnst |6 | Oua na qusx vy ¢ TOTO, HH C Cerd cKazana, uto | The other day, out of the blue she said that she
7 | xO64eT paccTATbCSA CO MHOM wanted to split up (with me).

HNHuna 8 | [Touémy? Why?

Bonoast |9 | Vma me npunoxky mouemy. Uto Obl s Hu nénan | can’t for the life of me figure out why. No matter

1Y y y g y

10 | mst He€, OHa BCEerJa HaxXoauaa HeMOCTATKH. what I did for her, she always found something
11 | Kakvie ObI OJIAPKY S HY TMTOKYIIANT e, OHA wrong. No matter what kind of presents I bought
12 | Bcerna O6buta HeoBOIBHA. Kya Obl st HU BOOMA | for her, she was always dissatisfied. No matter
13 | €€, et Bcerna OpUIO CKy4yHO. Kak OBI 51 HU where I took her, she was always bored. No matter
14 | crapaJjics el yroaiTh, OHA BCETAA XKAN0BaNach. | how I tried to please her, she always complained.

HNHuna 15 | A s caplmana, 9to Thl i m3MeHsu1 ¢ MapuHOU. | Well I heard that you cheated on her with Marina.

Bosonst | ¢ AX, 1a, MOKET OBITH M3-3a 3TOTO. Oh, yeah, maybe it was because of that.

CnoBapb

3 | KaKk HU CTPAHHO strange as it may seem; as hard as it may be to believe

7 | {paccraii+’...cs1 / paccTaBaii+...cs1} // pacCTan+...ca ¢ | split up with someone; break up with someone

KeM

10 | HemoCcTATOK (0) shortcoming; defect

12 | Bozii+ Kord Kyaa take someone (to a place)

14 | crapaii+...cs // mo- try; give one’s best; make a concerted effort

14 | yroxxnait+ // yrogu+ + dative (Note case!) please, oblige someone

16 | ax, na oh, yeah...
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pammaTuka

67-1 ypok

67.A

No Matter Who / What / Where / How Many...

There is another construction with mu (but with no other negative element in the sentence) that gives the meaning
“no matter what / who / where / how much, etc.” Here is the syntax:

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) Translation
Question Obl | Subject | Hu Verb in Past tense

word / (because of 6bI)

phrase
Yro OblI | oH HUA nénad... No matter what he does / did*..
Kyna ObI | MBI HA | OUIH... No matter where we go / went..
Koro OBbI | TBI HU | CIIPALIMBAIL.. No matter whom you ask / asked..
O uém Obl | Mama | HH | AyMana... No matter who Masha thinks / thought about..
CKOJIBKO OBl | 1 HH 3aHUMAJICH. .. No matter how much I study / studied..
Ot xoro OBl | 51 HU | TOJyYas mAckMa... | No matter who I get / got letters from..

*Notice that none of these examples are complete sentences, which is why the exact tense of the verb cannot be
specified. As we’ll see below, the translation of the tense in this introductory clause is determined by the tense in
the lower clause (the tense in Russian must be past because of 0bI).

@ MepeBeanTe Ha PyCcCKuM

No matter whom you saw...

No matter whom you danced with...

No matter whom he apologized to...

1
3
5. No matter what she said...
7
9

No matter what Vera wrote about...

No matter when you were born...

No matter from where they arrived...

2
4. No matter how much tea he drinks...
6
8

No matter where you live...

10. No matter how much the earrings cost...

When you want to say “No matter who...” where who is the subject, put kTo in front of 6bI:

Kto

OBl

HHU

HIPUXOIMIL...

No matter who comes / came...

Kto

OBl

HHN

3BOHUIL...

No matter who calls / called...
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67-1 ypok

pammaTuka

e When the question phrase involves kakd# + noun, you have to split up this noun phrase, with kakoéi (in the
required CNGQG) in first position and the noun after 661. (And if there is a preposition, keep it before kako6ii, as
seen in the last two examples below.)

Kaxne Obl | momapku | oHA | HU | moKymana emy... | No matter what kind of presents she buys /
bought for him...

Kakas OBl | moroaa HU OBLIA... No matter what the weather is / was...

Kakyto OBl | KHUTY oHA | Hm qUTANIA. .. No matter what book she read / is reading...

B xakOM | O®p1 | mOMe TBI | HU | )KHIIA... No matter what kind of house you live(d) in...

B kakoit Obl | mIKOME OH HU YUHIICA... No matter which school he went to...

@ MepeBeanTe Ha PyCccKui

1. No matter who broke the VCR... 2. No matter what kind of waffle you ate...

3. No matter what your major is... 4. No matter who begged you...

5. No matter what the weather was... 6. No matter what kind music she listens to...

7. No matter who winked at you... 8. No matter what kind of beer he drinks...

Again, note that this construction does not involve multiple negation. The only negative element present is Hu
(which stands alone — not attached to a question word). Let’s look at some complete sentences with this
construction. Here we see that in English the tense of the “no matter” clause will agree with the tense of the lower
clause (more or less — it gets complicated in the future, which is a problem with the English tense system).

Yto 661 BuTsa HU ToBOpIII, Mama coramanach ¢ HUM.

Kyna 651 Camra Hu mita, oHA Be3/1¢ BUAUT CBOETO
OBIBIIIETO MYKa.

CKOIBbKO OBl 51 HU 3aHUMANIACh, 51 OYy MOJIY4ATh

HEBAXKHBIE OTMETKH.

Kor6 661 0OH HE IPOCHII, BCE OTKA3BIBANINCH.

Ot kor6 OBl OH HU MOJYYAJT MICbMa, OH HUKOTA He
OTBEYA4eT.
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No matter what Vitya said, Masha agreed with
him.

No matter where Sasha goes, she sees her ex-
husband everywhere.

No matter how much I study, I'm going to get bad
grades.

No matter whom he asked, everyone refused.

No matter who he gets letters from, he never
answers.



pammaTuka 67-1 ypok
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]

e The 0bI can be left out, in which case you have to be precise with the tense of the verb in the nm clause:

Kaxk Bopst Hu cTapaercs, OH y>KACHO MOET. No matter how Borya tries, he sings horribly.
CkOIBbKO OHA HU 3aHUMAJIach, OH MOJTy4alia MIoxXue No matter how much she studied, she got bad
OTMETKH. grades.

Yro 51 HU TTOKYTIAt0, TeOE BCE HE HPABHUTCHL. No matter what I buy, you don'’t like it..

For reasons that are unclear to us, there are many verbs with which this “Or1-less” construction just doesn’t work.
Therefore, we strongly suggest that you stick with 6b1 + past tense; it seems easier, and it’s actually more
common.

e There are a few fixed expressions containing this single nu. Here’s one Russians use quite often:

Kak (3T0) HM CTPAHHO  strange as it may seem

Kak HE CTp4HHO, CTIEKTAKIIb MHE HE TIOHPABHJICS. Strange as it may seem, I didn 't like the play.

OH, KaK HU CTPAHHO, IIPHUIIEI TONEIA HA YPOK. Strange as it may seem, he came to the lesson
naked.

Kax Hu ctpanHo, xena ['6pa rosocopana 3a byia. Strange as it may seem, Gore’s wife voted for
Bush.

Kaxk uu crpdnno, y Komu kpacrBasi u MUAJas )KEHA. Strange as it may seem, Kolya has an attractive

and nice wife.

gb MepeBeanTe Ha pyccKui

1. No matter whom I talked with, everyone 2. Strange as it may seem, he doesn’t want to
knew about the nasty boy. move to Rome.

3. No matter how he tried to please his 4. No matter what book you bought for me, |
professor, the latter was dissatisfied. will like (moupaButcs) it.

5. No matter who calls, say that I am 6. 1do not respect him, no matter what
sleeping. university he attends.

7. Strange as it may seem, he can’t stand hot =~ 8. No matter how much Vera studied, she got
weather.. bad grades.

9. No matter where he went (é3am1) during 10. No matter who this letter is from, I will not
vacation, it rained. read it until after dinner.
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67-1 ypok JdomaluHee 3apaHne

2< YnpaxHéHue 1 Write seven ‘no matter ..." sentences. Here are some question words:
9TO, KTO, KOT0, T1Ie, Ky/14, OTKY1a, CKOJIBKO, KakOH, 0 KOM, 0 4éM, KaK
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67-n ypok — [lomalwiHee 3agaHue Nma

25 YnpaxHéHue 2 lMepeBeanTe Ha pycckui

1. We broke up last week.

2. Don’t cry!

3. Dima often took his girlfriend to plays.

4. Strange as it may seem, he has no shortcomings/flaws.

5. We will play tennis tomorrow (think about aspect), no matter what the weather is like.

67-6



