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Что бы я ни делал для неё... No matter what I did for her… 
 

Ѕнна 1  
2 

Волђдя, что с тобђй?  Ты плЌчешь?  Что 
случЏлось? 

Volodya, what’s wrong with you?  Are you crying?  
What happened? 

Волђдя 3  Как ни стрЌнно, КЏра менј брђсила. Strange as it may seem, Kira dumped me. 

Ѕнна 4  
5  

Как іто «брђсила»?  Вы же бѕли вмЎсте на 
спектЌкле на прђшлой недЎле.   

What do you mean ‘dumped’?  You were together at 
the play last week. 

Волђдя 6  
7   

ОнЌ на днях ни с тогђ, ни с сегђ сказЌла, что 
хђчет расстЌться со мной 

The other day, out of the blue she said that she 
wanted to split up (with me). 

Ѕнна 8  ПочЎму? Why? 
Волђдя 9  

10 
11 
12
13 
14   

УмЌ не приложѓ почемѓ.  Что бы я ни дЎлал 
для неё, она всегдЌ находЏла недостЌтки.  
КакЏе бы подЌрки я ни покупЌл ей, онЌ 
всегдЌ былЌ недовђльна.  КудЌ бы я ни водЏл 
её, ей всегдЌ бѕло скѓчно.  Как бы я ни 
старЌлся ей угодЏть, онЌ всегдЌ жЌловалась.  

I can’t for the life of me figure out why.  No matter 
what I did for her, she always found something 
wrong.  No matter what kind of presents I bought 
for her, she was always dissatisfied.  No matter 
where I took her, she was always bored.  No matter 
how I tried to please her, she always complained.   

Ѕнна 15   А я слѕшала, что ты ей изменјл с МарЏной. Well I heard that you cheated on her with Marina. 
Волђдя 16 Ах, да, мђжет быть из-за ітого. Oh, yeah, maybe it was because of that. 

 
СловЌрь 

3 как ни стрЌнно strange as it may seem; as hard as it may be to believe 

7 {расстай+´...ся / расставЌй+...ся} // расстЌн+...ся с 
кем 

split up with someone; break up with someone 

10 недостЌток (о) shortcoming; defect 

12 води<+ когђ кудЌ take someone (to a place) 

14 старЌй+...ся // по- try; give one’s best; make a concerted effort 

14 угождЌй+ // угодЏ+ + dative (Note case!) please, oblige someone 

16 ах, да oh, yeah... 
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67.A No Matter Who / What / Where / How Many... 
 
There is another construction with ни (but with no other  negative element in the sentence) that gives the meaning 
“no matter what / who / where / how much, etc.”  Here is the syntax: 
 

(1) 

Question 
word / 
phrase 

(2) 

бы 

(3) 

Subject 

(4) 

ни 

(5) 

Verb in Past tense 
(because of бы) 

Translation 

Что бы он ни дЎлал... No matter what he does / did*.. 

КудЌ бы мы ни шли... No matter where we go / went..  

Когђ бы ты ни спрЌшивал... No matter whom you ask / asked.. 

О чём бы МЌша ни дѓмала... No matter who Masha thinks / thought about.. 

Скђлько бы я ни занимЌлся... No matter how much I study / studied.. 

От когђ бы я ни получЌл пЏсьма... No matter who I get / got letters from.. 

 
*Notice that none of these examples are complete sentences, which is why the exact tense of the verb cannot be 
specified.  As we’ll see below, the translation of the tense in this introductory clause is determined by the tense in 
the lower clause (the tense in Russian must be past because of бы). 
 
 
 

ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. No matter whom you saw... 2. No matter when you were born... 

3. No matter whom you danced with... 4. No matter how much tea he drinks... 

5. No matter what she said... 6. No matter from where they arrived... 
7. No matter whom he apologized to... 8. No matter where you live... 

9. No matter what Vera wrote about... 10. No matter how much the earrings cost... 
 
 
 
 
 
• When you want to say “No matter who...’ where who is the subject, put кто in front of бы: 
 
Кто бы  ни приходЏл... No matter who comes / came... 

Кто бы  ни звонЏл... No matter who calls / called... 
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• When the question phrase involves какђй + noun, you have to split up this noun phrase, with какђй (in the 

required CNG) in first position and the noun after бы.  (And if there is a preposition, keep it before какђй, as 
seen in the last two examples below.) 

 
КакЏе бы подЌрки онЌ ни покупЌла емѓ... No matter what kind of presents she buys / 

bought for him... 

КакЌя  бы погђда  ни былЌ... No matter what the weather is / was... 

Какѓю бы кнЏгу онЌ ни читЌла... No matter what book she read / is reading... 

В какђм бы дђме ты ни жилЌ... No matter what kind of house you live(d) in... 

В какђй бы шкђле он ни учЏлся... No matter which school he went to... 

 
ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. No matter who broke the VCR... 2. No matter what kind of waffle you ate... 
3. No matter what your major is... 4. No matter who begged you... 

5. No matter what the weather was... 6. No matter what kind music she listens to... 

7. No matter who winked at you... 8. No matter what kind of beer he drinks... 
 
 
Again, note that this construction does not involve multiple negation. The only negative element present is ни 
(which stands alone – not attached to a question word).  Let’s look at some complete sentences with this 
construction.  Here we see that in English the tense of the “no matter” clause will agree with the tense of the lower 
clause (more or less – it gets complicated in the future, which is a problem with the English tense system). 
 

Что бы ВЏтя ни говорЏл, МЌша соглашЌлась с ним. No matter what Vitya said, Masha agreed with 
him. 

КудЌ бы СЌша ни шла, онЌ вездЎ вЏдит своегђ 
бѕвшего мѓжа. 

No matter where Sasha goes, she sees her ex-
husband everywhere. 

Скђлько бы я ни занимЌлась, я бѓду получЌть 
невЌжные отмЎтки. 

No matter how much I study, I’m going to get bad 
grades. 

Когђ бы он ни просЏл, все откЌзывались. No matter whom he asked, everyone refused. 

От когђ бы он ни получЌл пЏсьма, он никогдЌ не 
отвечЌет. 

No matter who he gets letters from, he never 
answers. 
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• The бы can be left out, in which case you have to be precise with the tense of the verb in the ни clause: 
 

Как Бђря ни старЌется, он ужЌсно поёт. No matter how Borya tries, he sings horribly. 

Скђлько онЌ ни занимЌлась, он получЌла плохЏе 
отмЎтки. 

No matter how much she studied, she got bad 
grades. 

Что я ни покупЌю, тебЎ всё не нрЌвится. No matter what I buy, you don’t like it.. 

 
For reasons that are unclear to us, there are many verbs with which this “бы-less” construction just doesn’t work. 
Therefore, we strongly suggest that you stick with бы + past tense; it seems easier, and it’s actually more 
common. 
 
 
• There are a few fixed expressions containing this single ни.  Here’s one Russians use quite often: 
 

как (іто) ни стрЌнно  strange as it may seem 
 

Как ни стрЌнно, спектЌкль мне не понрЌвился. Strange as it may seem, I didn’t like the play. 

Он, как ни стрЌнно, пришёл гђлый на урђк. Strange as it may seem, he came to the lesson 
naked. 

Как ни стрЌнно, женЌ Гђра голосовЌла за Бѓша. Strange as it may seem, Gore’s wife voted for 
Bush. 

Как ни стрЌнно, у Кђли красЏвая и мЏлая женЌ. Strange as it may seem, Kolya has an attractive 
and nice wife. 

 

ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. No matter whom I talked with, everyone 
knew about the nasty boy. 

2. Strange as it may seem, he doesn’t want to 
move to Rome. 

3. No matter how he tried to please his 
professor, the latter was dissatisfied. 

4. No matter what book you bought for me, I 
will like (понрЌвится) it. 

5. No matter who calls, say that I am 
sleeping. 

6. I do not respect him, no matter what 
university he attends. 

7. Strange as it may seem, he can’t stand hot 
weather.. 

8. No matter how much Vera studied, she got 
bad grades. 

9. No matter where he went (Ўздил) during 
vacation, it rained. 

10. No matter who this letter is from, I will not 
read it until after dinner. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Write seven ‘no matter ...’ sentences.  Here are some question words:   

     что, кто, когђ, где, кудЌ, откѓда, скђлько, какђй, о ком, о чём, как 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  
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67-6 

 
 УпражнЎние 2  ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. We broke up last week. 

2. Don’t cry! 

3. Dima often took his girlfriend to plays. 

4. Strange as it may seem, he has no shortcomings/flaws. 

5. We will play tennis tomorrow (think about aspect), no matter what the weather is like. 

 
 


