- h ~ Juanor: Bek jXMBH — BEK y4iCh
CeMmupecaTtbin ypok Live and leam
I'pammatuka:  70.A: Owing Money
70.B: JIn

70

Bek XXuBU — BeK y4UCb

Live and learn

Anst 1 | Yxé nBenanuareiii yac. ['ne xe Bursa? OH Mmue 1t’s already after 11. Where the heck is Vitya? He
2 | méikeH cro nomnapoB. OH yxé Tpu pasza obeman | owes me $100. He'’s already promised three times
3 | BepHYTHh MHE IEHBTH. to pay me back (return the money to me).
Tépa |4 |5 He 3HAI0, IPUAET JIN OH. I don’t know whether (or not) he’s coming.
Anst OH xe obeman nmpuiiTi. Benpb s COBCEM HA MeJIH. But he promised to come. I'm flat broke. Iwon't
A nonyuy crunénauio TObKo 4épes Henéno. MHe | get my stipend for another week. I don’t have
HE HA 9TO JKUTb. anything to live on.
Iépa |8 |On ckazan, uyto éciu oH OyneT CBOOOICH, TO, He said that if he’s firee, then maybe he’ll stop by
9 | MOXeET OBbITh, 3aUIET MUHYT Ha NECATh. 3a4éM THl | for ten minutes or so. Why did you lend him the
10 | OJTOJIKIIIA MY JIEHBIHU? money?
Ans |11 | XoTb y6¢ii, He 3H410. OH MeHs NpOCTO yMOJSIL. For the life of me, I don’t know. He practically
begged me.
T'épa |12 | Ecnu OBl 51 ObLT Ha TBOEM MECTe, s OBI HM 32 UTO HE | If ] were in your shoes, I wouldn’t have leant Vitya
13 | omdokuBan Bute néubru. OH Takoil HEeHAAEKHBIH. | the money for anything in the world. He is so
unreliable.
Ausi |14 | Bek KMBH — BeK Y4HCh. Live and learn.
CnoBapb

2 | nomxk(e)H; TOIKHA; MOIDKHEL + dative + amount in
accusative

owe someone money (See grammar)

5 | (ObITH) HA MeTTH

MCJIb

shoal

be broke (have no money)

6 | cTHnéHIns

stipend,; scholarship

12 | HH 34 4TO

not for anything in the world (Contrast this with Hé 3a urto , a
common response to cnacido, which means there is nothing
to thank me for.)

13 | He/HAAEKHBIN

un/reliable (Related to Hamést+...csT)

15 | BEK XMBH — BEK Y4HUCh

live and learn (A nice fixed expression which Russian use
quite often — hint: will be on exam.)
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70-1 ypok

70.A

Owing Someone Money (for Non-Princeton Grads)

To express the idea of owing someone (a sum of) money, use the following construction. Note the odd stress
pattern of 7é/KeH, ToKHA, To/KHBI (if the stress shifts to the end in the feminine, it’s supposed to return to the
stem in the plural — but the form is moKHBI):

controls agreement

A 4

Person Who Owes

AorxeH / pormxHa /

Amount Owed

Person Owed

(Nominative) AOJKHbI (Accusative) (Dative)
Banux OKEH CTO AOJIApOB cBoeMy npodéccopy
JIéna JIOJKHA TBICSTY PyOJIeh Hpe
Ero pognrenu JIOJIKHBI nBa (hpaHka KaKOK-TO aKTpHce

Word order can vary — pronouns (the person to whom the money is owed) tend to precede the amount:

Sl eMy TOIKEH THICSYY TOJIIApPOB.

OHA MHE TOJDKHA CTO pyOJIeH.

CKOJIBKO ThI UM OOJIKEH?

Brr MHE mODKHET* 1BA MOIUTapa.

I owe him $1000.

She owes me 100 rubles.

How much do you owe them?

You owe me $2.

*Recall that BbI — when referring to one person — combines with plural short-form adjectives, but singular long-
form, which reflect gender: Bei, Bépa AuTOHOBHA, OYCHDb YMHAS.

g& Say who owes whom how much:

She / me / $20.

1

3. Vera/ our Russian professor / 100 rubles.
5. I (m)/you (sing) / 50 rubles.
7

My ex-husband / us / a ton yiima of money.

He / her / $500.

e
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I (f) / no one / anything
Vadik / who / that money?
The president / wife / $1,000,000,000.
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70.6 IIn - The Whether Man (Mostly Review)

When English if can be replaced by whether, you must use a jim construction in Russian. Exactly one syntactic
unit (not necessarily just one word) must appear before 1u. Most often it is the verb that is found before jm, but
any single syntactic unit is possible. There are three or four phrases that most commonly “trigger” a ju
construction, which appear in bold in the examples below:

$1 He 3HAN0, IPUIET JTM OHA.
HuKTO He 3HAeT, IPUHSIIN U e€.

BrbI He 3HaeTe, MHOrO 11 Bans 3anumaercs?

51 ne yBépen, urpaer siu Mama Ha rurape.
Ona He yBépeHa, monpasurcs nu rima e€ oTiry.

Mpbl He YBépeHbI, TOYNCTHIIN JIU IETU 3yObI.

OH He cKa34J1, TOYNHWII JIU OpaT MOU Yackl.
Hiina He cka3dJia, TOHPABWIIACH JIU € MECHSI.

Onn He cKa3aJau, cMesiicst 1M Makc HaJl 3THM.

51 He NOMHIO, BRIMTPAJ JIM HAIIIA KOMAHA.

Thsl He NOMHUIIIB, 33,171 JIU Bops mpodéccopy
BOTIpOC?

OHU He MOMHAT, Toaydana au [161s xoporme
OTMETKH.

KoJs1 MeHsl CTIPOCHII, UHTEPECYIOCH JIH ST MY3BIKOM.

$1 erd cmpocuJ, oHAET M OH C HAMU.

TAaHA HAC COPOCHJIA, 3HACM JIM MBI 3TOTO TAPHS.

1 don’t know whether she’s coming.
No one knows whether she was accepted.

Do you happen to know whether Vanya studies a
lot?

I’'m not sure whether Masha plays the guitar.
She’s not sure whether her father will like Dima.

We're not sure whether the children brushed their
teeth.

He didn’t say whether his brother fixed my watch.
Nina didn’t say whether she liked the song.
They didn’t say whether Maks laughed at it.

I don’t remember whether our team won.

Don’t you remember whether Borya asked the
professor a question?

They don’t remember whether Polya got good
grades.

Kolya asked me whether I was interested in music.
I asked him whether he would come with us.

Tanya asked us whether we knew that guy.
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@ MepeBeanTe Ha PyCCKu:

1. Idon’t know whether he plays the drums. 2. Kira doesn’t remember whether she took an
umbrella.

3. She’s not sure whether her father alive. 4. He asked me whether I liked the performance.

5. T’ll ask her whether she’s free tonight. 6. For the life of me I don’t remember whether

Masha was at the party.
7. They didn’t say whether they caught the thief. 8. T will ask Sveta whether she’s coming on Friday.
9. Idon’t remember whether I (f) paid for the book. 10. We’re not sure whether he speaks Polish.

70.b.1 Only one verbal element can precede jin

For compound verbs (conjugated verb + infinitive — either the imperfective future with 6ya+ or a modal verb like
xouy, MOxkelb, yméeT, etc.) only the conjugated verb precedes 1u — the infinitive follows:

Sl He 3HATO, OY/AET JIM OH MUCATH AUCCEPTAITHIO. 1 don’t know whether he will write a dissertation.
Bépa He yBépeHa, X04eT JT1 OHA YYNTHCS 3/1eCh. Vera isn’t certain whether she wants to study here.
Miima He 3HAET, CMOKET JIU OH MPUMATH ceroIHs Misha doesn’t know whether he’ll be able to come
BEUEPOM. tonight.
Sl He mOMHIO, ymMéeT 1 BOps HTPATH Ha CKpHUTIKE. 1 don’t remember whether Borya knows how to
play the violin.
70.5.2 The word or phrase in question precedes jin

The general rule is that the element in question precedes nu. As we mentioned above, normally it’s the verb that
precedes Jim, but it is really the thing that is in question (and can be a noun, an adjective, even a prepositional
phrase). Thus, in the examples below, the speaker already knows that the action was performed, they are just
trying to clarify a specific aspect of that action: where someone went, what color the thing was, exactly what day
someone will arrive, etc. In English we normally use intonation to get this “item in question” meaning across.

51 ne mOMHIO, B MOCKBE 11 MBI IO3HAKOMMIIKC. I don’t remember whether we met in Moscow (it
may have been in Rome).

Ona cnpocwita, Bépa nmu ykpana OpunTuaHTh. She asked whether Vera stole the diamonds (if may
have been Nina).

51 He yBépeHa, B cy000TY 711 OHA IPHEET. I'm not sure whether he coming on Saturday (it
may be on Friday).

51 He 3HAI0, KPACHYIO IV OHA B3SUIA KHUTY. 1 don’t know whether she took the red book (it may

have been the blue one).
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]

For almost all of the above examples, you can add moam and give an alternative:

51 He yBépeHa, B cy000TY M OHA IPHEIET WK B I'm not sure whether he coming on Saturday (it
MATHUILY. may be on Friday).

Sl He 3HAIO, KPACHYIO JIM OHA KYIHJIa MalTAHY WK 1 don’t know whether she bought a red car or a
6¢ény1o. white one.

gb MepeBeanTe Ha PyCCKu:
1. Idon’t know whether he can sing. 2. Gena doesn’t remember whether Lena arrived on
Friday (it may have been Saturday).

3. Zina didn’t say whether she wants to go (moiiti) 4. 1(m) asked her whether she will work tomorrow.
to the dance with us.

5. He doesn’t remember whether they went to 6. She’s not sure whether she will be able to help us.
Moscow (it may have be Rome).

7. Kira asked me whether Vera stole the diamonds 8. Idon’t remember whether Tolstoy wrote Anna
(it may have been Nina) Karenina (it may have been Stephen King).

9. Idon’t know whether I will have in enough time 10. Mark asked me whether that letter was from Lena
to write the article. (it may have been from Dunya).

70.5.1 Ecth m # Ecan

When questioning the very existence (often involving possession) of a thing, the verb ecTb (unchanging) appears
before sm: ecTh m. Do not mix this up with écom.

bops He ckazan, ecTh In y HErd moapyra. Borya didn’t say whether he has a girlfriend.
51 He 31410, ecTh 71 OH B [IprAHCTOHE. I don’t know whether he’s in Princeton.
51 He yBépeH, ecthb 1 y Konm mMammna. I'm not sure whether Kolya has a car.

In the past and future, use a conjugated form of the verb be, which agrees with the nominative subject in the lower
clause:

S ve yBépena, OyAyT U y MEHS IEHBIH. I’'m not sure whether I'm going to have any money.

HuxTto6 He 3Haet, Oyaelub jiu Tol npuHsT B [IpiiHCTOH.  No one knows whether you'll be accepted at
Princeton.

OHna He cka3aa, OBUTO JIM MTUBO HA BEUCPUHKA. She didn’t say whether there was beer at the party.

OH He cka3ai, obut i CitdBa HAa COOPAHHH. He didn’t say whether Slava was at the meeting.
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% MepeBeanTe Ha PyCCKu:

1. I’'m (f) not sure if he has (any) money. 2. She didn’t say whether Nina was at the
performance.

3. Idon’t know if they will be home at 6. 4. Grisha doesn’t remember whether there was beer
at the party.

5. Galya didn’t say whether she had children. 6. Nina doesn’t know whether Vadik had the money.

7. He asked me whether I would be at the concert. 8. Idon’t know whether Dima has a car.

70.b.1 JIn Without an Introductory Clauses: JIu # Whether

A au construction can also be found in an independent clause (without any s1 He 3HAI0; OHA He cKa3aJa, etc.),
though many Russians consider this quite “bookish.” Here s is not equivalent to whether — and really has no
overt translation in English.

3H4eTe U BHI, KaK €€ 30BYT? Do you know what her name is?
He ommbaercs au on? Is he mistaken?
Byner nmu ond 31ece? Will she be here?

(This is yet another construction found almost exclusively in writing that is for recognition only.)
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g YnpaxHéHune 1  Translate and finish the sentences using nu

1. I’m not sure...

2. My parents don’t remember...

3. My roommate didn’t say...

4. Why doesn’t anyone know...

5. The other day someone asked me...

25 YnpaxHéHue 2 [lepeBeanTe Ha pPyCCKUi

1. I’m broke — as usual.

2. Vera owes me $100.
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3. Live and learn! (Try to learn this phrase — don’t just copy it.)

4. Twouldn’t [verb of your choice] for anything in the world.

25 Ynpaknénne 4 VO D:

{y6bn+ | yon+} Kill (Perfective)

Verb Type / Conjugation Type
PRESENT (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE)
A OH
oH(3) oHA
OHH OHH
Imperative Infinitive

PARTICIPLES AND GERUNDS (NOT ALL ARE POSSIBLE!)

Pres Active Past Active
Pres Passive PPPP
Pres Gerund Past Gerund
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