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 Я невЌжно спалЌ   I didn’t sleep very well 

ГЎна 1 Как ты спалЌ сегђдня? How did sleep last night? 

ЛЌра 2  
3  
4  
5  
6  

НевЌжно.  Я привѕкла спать по мЎньшей мЎре 
на трёх подѓшках, а сегђдня у менј былЌ 
тђлько однЌ.  К моЎй сосЎдке приЎхали 
подрѓги, и мне пришлђсь отдЌть им по 
подѓшке. 

So-so.  (Fair.)  I’m used to sleeping with (on) at 
least three pillows, but last night I only had one.  
My roommate had some friends over, and I had to 
(didn’t want to) give them each a pillow. 

ГЎна 7  
8 

Я тебЎ сочѓвствую.  Обѕчно я сплю на шестЏ 
подѓшках. 

I sympathize with you.  I usually sleep with (on) six 
pillows. 

ЛЌра 9 Ничегђ себЎ! Wow! 

 
С восьмЏ до одЏннацдати у менј занјтия   From 8-11 I have class(es) 

Зђя 10 Какђе у вас расписЌние на зЌвтра? What’s your schedule for tomorrow? 

Вђва 11  
12  
13  
14 

С восьмЏ до одЏннадцати у менј занјтия.  
Потђм, с двенЌдцати до трёх я рабђтаю.  У менј 
окнђ до пятЏ, а потђм пђсле обЎда я дђлжен 
занимЌться.   

From 8 to 11 I have class(es).  Then, from 12 to 3, I 
work.  I have free time until 5, and then after dinner 
I have to study. 

Зђя 15  Как іто «занимЌться»?  Сегђдня же пјтница. What do you mean “study”?  Today’s Friday. 

Вђва 16
17 

Да, но я ужЎ отстЌл по всем кѓрсам, и нельзј 
опјть всё отклЌдывать. 

Yeah, but I’m already behind (have fallen behind) in 
all my courses, and I can’t put everything off again. 

 
РЌньше я занимЌлась с двумј, иногЌ тремј друзьјми 

I used to study with 2, sometimes 3 friends 

ВЌря 18 
19 

Ты предпочитЌешь занимЌться одЏн, Џли с 
другЏми студЎнтами? 

Do you prefer to study alone or with other students?

Лёва 20
21 
22  

РЌньше я занимЌлся с двумј иногдЌ тремј 
друзьјми, но мы обѕчно ничего не успевЌли 
сдЎлать. 

I used to study with 2, sometimes 3 friends, but we 
usually didn’t manage to get anything done 
(because of running out of time). 

ВЌря 23
24 
25  

Да, я тебј прекрЌсно понимЌю.  В прђшлом 
семЎстре я занимЌлась с шестьї людьмЏ, и мы 
прђсто мешЌли друг дрѓгу. 

Yeah, I know what you mean.  Last semester I 
studied with 6 people, and we basically just 
bothered one another. 

 
СловЌрь 
 
2 невЌжный тЌк себе; not so great  (This word has not relation to 

un/important.) 

2 по мЎньшей мЎре at the very least; at a minimum  

5 {(от)дай+´ / (от)давЌй+} // (от)дЌть комѓ по + dative give (to person) one thing each 

12 с + genitive of hour ....до + genitive of hour from (hour) to (hour)  (See grammar.) 
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13 окнђ free time in schedule; window 

16 {отстай+´ / отставЌй+} // отстЌн+ (по + dative) fall behind (in course) 

17 отклЌдывай+ // отложи<+  put off (to do later) 

18 предпочитЌй+ + infinitive  (Stick with Imperfective of this verb 
for now.) 

prefer (to Verb) 

 

78.A Declining Cardinal Numbers: The Fun Begins 
 
Now let’s see how to say things like toward two professors, from twelve cities, with six fishing poles, etc., i.e. 
number phrases not in nominative or accusative.  These four cases (genitive, dative, prepositional, instrumental) 
are collectively known as the oblique cases, while nominative and accusative form the direct cases.  (This 
terminology can be rather useful, so don’t be shocked if you see the word oblique use later on.) 
 
For now, we’ll still avoid phrases with animate plural nouns in the accusative – things like I saw 3 women, He 
invited 27 unknown chefs.  
 
We will devided the cardinal numbers into several groups: 
 
• 2, 3, 4 are rather odd (though somewhat internally consistent): 
 

 2 3 4 
Nominative два / две три четѕре  
Accusative (Inanimate)* два / две три четѕре 
Genitive двух трёх четырёх 
Dative двум трём четырём 
Prepositional двух трёх четырёх 
Instrumental двумј тремј четырьмј 
 
*In the charts for the other numbers below, accusative also refers only to inanimate nouns.  (We’re short on 
space, so we can’t spell it out every time.) 
 
We actually saw a few of these in the Бђря story: 
 

Я живѓ с двумј парнјми... I live with two guys... 

Пол жил с тремј ребјтами... Paul lived with three guys... 

ТипЏчная квартЏра состоЏт из двух, иногдЌ трёх, 
кђмнат. 

A typical apartment consists of two, sometimes 
three rooms. 

ЭкзЌмен состоЏт из четырёх частЎй The exam consists of four parts. 
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• Regularities in the forms of 2, 3, 4 
 
The genitive and prepositional are exactly the same, and have -х (двух, трёх, четырёх), just like genitive and 
prepositional plural adjectives, as well as prepositional plural nouns. 
 
The dative has -м (двум, трём, чертырём), jut like dative plural adjectives and nouns. 
 
The instrumental has -мј, which, although not exactly like instrumental plural nouns (which have -{A}ми), is 
close enough.  And don’t forget the soft sign in четырьмј – a lot of students often do! 
 

• Using Oblique Number Phrases 
 
Everything in the noun phrase (i.e., the number, adjective, noun) is in the same case (determined either by the 
verb, noun, adjective or a preposition) in the plural (of course the number itself doesn’t have a separate “plural” 
per se):  
 

Genitive (“of”) На собрЌнии бѕли президЎнты пятЏ большЏх 
европЎйских стран. 

At the meeting were the presidents of five 
European countries. 

Prepositional 
(o) 

Я пишѓ сочинЎние о трёх ивЎстных рѓсских 
Ќвторах. 

I’m writing a paper about three famous 
Russian authors. 

Instrumental (с) ОнЌ познакђмилась с четырьмј скѓчными 
миллиардЎрами. 

She met four boring billionaires.  

Dative 
(сочѓвствова+) 

ОнЌ сочѓвствует моЏм трём бѕвшим жёнам. She sympathizes with my three ex-wives. 

 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. with two red cars 2. from three strange women 3. toward/up to four large trees 
4. about two self-confident tigers 5. under three large tables 6. about four boring articles 
7. near two Chinese restaurants 8. headed toward three fantastic 

horses 
9. above four expensive paintings  

 
 
• 5-20, 30 behave like feminine nouns in -ь (лђшадь, дверь, мышь, etc.).  Nominative / (inanimate) 

accusative in -ь; genitive / dative / prepositional in -и; instrumental in -ью: 
 

 5 10 15 20 30 
Nominative пять дЎсять пятнЌццать двЌдцать трЏдцать 
Accusative пять дЎсять пятнЌдцать двЌдцать трЏдцать 
Genitive *пятЏ *десятЏ пятнЌдцати *двадцатЏ *тридцатЏ 
Dative *пятЏ *десятЏ пятнЌдцати *двадцатЏ *тридцатЏ 
Prepositional *пятЏ *десятЏ пятнЌдцати *двадцатЏ *тридцатЏ 
Instrumental *пятьї *десятьї пятнЌдцатью *двадцатьї *тридцатьї 
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*Notice that the stress moves to the end.  This also happens with 6-9 (шестЏ, семьї, восьмЏ, девятьї), but 
not with any “-teen” numbers (тринЌдцати, шестнЌдцатью, семнЌдцати, девятнЌдцатью, etc.) 
 
 

Genitive (от) Я получЏл пЏсьма от пятЏ профессерђв. I received letters from five professors. 

Prepositional 
(в) 

ОнЏ бѕли в восьмЏ рЌзных стрЌнах They were in eight different countries. 

Instrumental 
(“with”) 

ОнЌ егђ убЏла десятьї ножЌми. She killed him with ten knives. 

Dative 
(послЌть) 

Мы послЌли іто письмђ тридцатЏ сенЌторам. We sent the letter to 30 senators. 

 
• Declining Compound Numbers (24,  48,  103,  685,  10,720,  9,854,324) 
 
In compound numbers (23, 34, 56, 3476, etc.) all the parts decline, i.e both the 20 and the 3, the 40 and the 8, etc.  
(This is what makes declining numbers a real вознј.) 
 

 28 36 
Nominative двЌдцать вђсемь трЏдцать шесть 
Accusative двЌдцать вђсемь трЏдцать шесть 
Genitive двадцатЏ *восьмЏ тридцатЏ шестЏ 
Dative двадцатЏ *восьмЏ тридцатЏ шестЏ 
Prepositional двадцатЏ *восьмЏ тридцатЏ шестЏ 
Instrumental двадцатьї **восьмьї (восемьї) тридцатьї шестьї 
 
*Note the cluster buster e drops out in the Oblique Cases of вђсемь – though in the Instrumental it may remain, 
as we see in the note directly below. 
 
** Either form is acceptable. 
 
 

Genitive 
(ђколо) 

На собрЌнии бѕло ђколо двадцатЏ пятЏ 
человЎк. 

There were around 25 people at the meeting. 

Prepositional 
(на) 

На тридцатЏ двух столЌх спят котѕ. There are cats sleeping on 32 tables. 

Instrumental (с) Я ђчень довђлен всеми тридцатьї тремј 
студЎнтами в клЌссе. 

I’m very satisfied with the 33 students in the 
class. 

Dative 
(подари+) 

Что ты подарЏл твоЏм тридцатЏ девјтЏ 
дЎтям на Рождествђ? 

What did you give you 39 children for 
Christmas? 
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 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. from 5 lazy actors 2. with 10 important people 3. about 15 French singers 
4. toward 26 white buildings 5. between 32 evil boys 6. without 6 large glasses of milk 

7. under 11 old dormintories 8. instead of 39 cramped 
apartments 

9. to (plain Dative – no 
preposition) 20 strong men 

10. from behind 24 large walls 11. on 19 leather wallets 12. around (near) 8 delicious hot 
dogs 

 
That's enough declension of numbers for today.  We’ve actually made this lesson much shorter than in the past, so 
really try to learn the forms. 
 
In the next lesson we'll learn how to decline 40-1.000.000.  It's worth the wait!  Ждём – не дождёмся! 
 
 

78.Б From (Hour) To (Hour):  С ....До 
 
Probably the most common use of cardinal numbers in the genitive is to indicate what you did from (hour) to 
(hour), e.g. Last night from 7 to 9 I did my laundry.  For this Russian uses the prepositions с...до.  (You may have 
expected—quite reasonably— that “from” would be expressed with the preposition от, but it’s с instead.  
Actually, you may find от in this meaning in 19th-century literature.) 
 

Я бѓду зЌнят сегђдня с пятЏ до семЏ. I’m going to be busy from 5:00 until 7:00. 

ВчерЌ вЎчером с девятЏ до одЏннадцати я былЌ в 
библиотЎке. 

Last night from 9:00 to 11:00 I was in the library. 

ЗЌвтра мы бѓдем смотрЎть фильм с трёх до 
четырёх. 

Tomorrow we’re going to watch a movie from 
3:00 to 4:00. 

 
For from/to 1:00, use с/до чЌсу.  (Another genitive in {U}!)  
 

Он обѕчно обЎдает с чЌсу до двух. He usually eats dinner from 1:00 to 2:00. 

Я свобђдна до чЌсу, а потђм у менј собрЌние. I’m free until 1:00, and then I have a meeting. 
 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. He’ll be busy from 2-5. 2. Last night from 7-9 I went shopping. 

3. I usually work out from 4-6. 4. Tonight we have a meeting from 8-11. 

5. On Mondays from 1-3 I work in the library. 6. Where will you be tomorrow from 10-12? 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Write five sentences using: 2, 6, 10, 17, 21, 28, 34 in cases other than 
nominative.  Be sure to include an adjective and noun in each sentence. 

     
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  
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 УпражнЎние 2  ОтвЎтьте на вопрђсы: 
 
1. How many pillows do you usually sleep with (on)? 

2. Describe your schedule for Friday. (Three “from...to” sentences.) 

3. How many people do you live with?  (Talk about last year [в прђшлом годѓ] if it’s grammatically more 
interesting.) 

4. How many of your courses (курс) are you dis/satisfied with? 

5. How many of Elizabeth Taylor’s (Элизабет Тэйлор – don’t decline) 7 ex-husbands (Nicky Hilton, Michael 
Wilding, Mike Todd, Jr., Eddie Fisher, Richard Burton - twice, Senator John Warner, Larry Fortensky) do 
you sympathize with? 

 


