4 - Y 4 Juanor: A Bac cKOJIBKO, 4éTBEPO?
ne BAHOCTO ne BATbLIU ypo K How many of you are there, four?
I'pammaruka: 99.A: 3ps
99.5:  Collective Numerals

A Bac ckonbko, yétBepo? How many of you are there, four?

Hyus 1 | V3BuHUTE, moxanylicta. Bel MeTpaoTénn?

Excuse me, are you the maitre d’?

Metpaorénn |2 | [Ja, 1 MeTpaOTENb.

Yes, ['m the maitre d’.

Me1 yxé xaém OKoJo 1ByX 4acOB. Péd3Be Her

Ayns 3
4 | cBOOOIHOTO cTOIMKA?

We ve been waiting for almost two hours. Is it possible
that there isn’t a free table?

Metpaotéiib |5 | A Bac CKOJIbKO, 4éTBEpO?

How many of you are there, four?

Hyus 6 | Hac msitepo. /IB6e my>xurH, 1BOE neTéi, n
7 | oxHa xéHImHA.

There are five of us. Two men, two children, and one
woman.

Merpaoréns |8 | K coxanénuro, y Hac eCTh TOIBKO OJUH
9 | cTOJMK HA TPOMX.

Unfortunately we only a table for three.

Jlapa 10 | I3BUHATE, 1 HEYASHHO CJIBIIIAJA, YTO BbI
11 | cKa3ajm, 4To JBa 4yaca KJaéTe.

Excuse me. I overheard you saying that you have been
waiting for two hours.

Ayns 12 | da. IIpasmibHo.

Yes. That’s correct.

Jlapa 13 | ABa gacd! Bonpmoe némo! A tpde cyTok
14 | 3BOHIIIA B ATOT PECTOPAH YTOOBI 3aKA3ATH
15 | ctomuk. U Bcé 3ps!

Two hours! Big deal! I called this restaurant for three
days trying to reserve a table. And it was all in vain!

CnoBapb

1 | MeTpaoTénn maitre d’

4 | cTOIHNK

table at a restaurant (If you say crog people will understand you, but no
Russian would use that term.)

Bac CKOJIBKO?

how many of you are there? what is the size of your party? (See Grammar)

5 |uérBepo Jour — collective (See grammar)

6 |msiTepo five — collective (See grammar)

6 |aBOe two — collective (See grammar)

9 | cTONMHMK Ha + accusative table for (in a restaurant)

9 |Tpde three — collective (See grammar)

10 | HCYASTHHO CJIBIIIA+ (accidentally) overheard

13 | cy1/ku (0) twenty-four hours; twenty-four hour period, day
Genitive plural: cyTok

14 | 3aKé&3biBaii+ // 3aKa3ar+ reserve

15

3ps

in vain (See grammar)
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pammaTuka 99-1 ypok

99.A 3ps In vain; for nothing; with no result

There’s a rather common adverb (which is also used fairly often as a predicate — after the verb be) that has a
strange looking form: 3ps in vain, for nothing; waste one’s time doing something (because no good will come of

it).

Some examples of adverbial 3ps:

Twl 3pst mpurnamaents Bépy. Ona uHu 3a 9TO HE You're wasting your time inviting Vera. She won'’t

TPHUJIET. come for anything in the world.

Onw 3ps xanyroTcs. Huuerd He n3MEHHTCS. They 're complaining in vain. Nothing will change.

3pst THI AIENTs MHCEMO NekaHy. OH BOOOIIE He You're wasting your time writing that letter to the

YHUTAET HUKAKUX IACEM OT CTYIEHTOB. dean. He doesn’t read letters from students in the
first place.

When used as a predicate, 3pst normally only modifies either Bcé or 3To:

J10 Beé GELIO 3ps! This is all in vain.
Bcé, uto o Hu aénan ObuIO 3ps! No matter what he did, it was in vain.
51 6oroch, UTO 3TO OYICT 3psi. I'm afraid this will be for nothing.

% MepeBeanTe Ha PYyCCKUt:

1. I'm afraid this will all be in vain. 2. You're complaining in vain. No one cares.

3. You're sending that letter in vain. The president of 4. We waited in line for three hours in vain.
the university does not read letters from students in
general.

99.b Collective Numerals

Could it possibly be that there is more to learn about numbers? The scary answer is that we just barely scratched
the suface of numbers in Russian in several previous lessons. Now we’ll take a look at the (rather oddball) world
of collective numerals, which are used rather frequently in about two or three constructions, but those two or three
are quite common. We’ll explain below (sort of) why the term “collective” for these numerals.

We have seen a few collectives before. Recall from «Mocksa ciie3am He BEPUT»:

VY To6nu ¢ I'prneii 65110 TPOe neTéii (CHIHOBEH). Tonya and Grisha had three children.
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99-11 ypok pammaTtumka
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And from the Beicorkuii song:

Ho Bcerna BeIMUBATH Ha TPONX, But you always have to drink in threes,
Ho Bcerna mokyputs Ha ABOUX. And you always have to smoke in pairs.
99.b.1 Collective Numerals: Form

Before we present all the forms, we actually have some good news. All you really need to learn are the
nominative and accusative of the collectives 2-5, which we’ll mark in bold.

JBoe (2), Tpoe (3) take soft adjectival plural endings in the oblique cases (similar to 66a / 66e):

Nominative IBOE TpOE

Accusative (Inanimate=Nominative)

(Animtate=Genitive)

Genitive JTIBOMX TPOUX
Dative JTIBOMM TPOUM
Prepositional JIBOMX TPOUX
Instrumental JBOUMU TPOUMU

Yérpepo (4), msitepo (5), mécrepo (6), cémepo (7) take hard adjective endings in the oblique cases:

Nominative 4ETBEPO siTepo HIECTEPO cémepo

Accusative (Inanimate=Nominative)

(Animtate=Genitive)

Genitive YETBEPHIX MATEPBIX MIECTEPhIX céMEpBIX
Dative YETBEPHIM nsiTepbhIM HIECTEPhIM  CEMEPBIM
Prepositional 4ETBEPHIX IATEPbIX HIECTEPBIX ~ CEMEPBIX
Instrumental YETBEPHIMU  ISATEPHIMH  IIECTEPHIMH  CEMEPBIMU

Also note that both the adjective and noun following any collective (even 2, 3, 4) appear in the genitive plural.

Tam OBLIO ABOE PYCCKHUX MY)KUHH. There were two Russian men there.

ITpumuy nsitepo BBICOKUX aMEPUKAHIICB. There arrived five tall Americans.

Now let’s see how to use collective numerals.
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pammaTuka 99-1 ypok
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99.b.2 Uses of Collective Numerals
Collective numerals are used in three different environments:

1) Collectives are used when describing the number of people in a group. The pronoun itself appears in
the genitive plural, normally preceding the collective number. Here the idea is that it is a single
collection of people, viewed as one unit.

Hac msitepo. There are five of us. / We are a party of five.

The above example could be the answer to the question Bac ckdabko? How many of you are there (in your
party)? More examples:

Ux nBoe. They are a party of two. / There are two of us.

Bac uérepo? Are you a party of four? / Are there four of you?

This group meaning is used when asking for a table/room for a certain number of people (viewed as a single unit).
Use the preposition Ha followed by the accusative (= animate genitive):

MBI XOTHM CTOJUK HA TPOHX. We would like a table for three.
V Hac TOJIBKO CTOJIMKH HA JBOHX. We only have tables for two.
V Bac ecTh HOMEp Ha JBOUX? Do you have a room for two people?

2) Collectives are used with certain masculine (but not feminine) nouns that refer to people, and, most
importantly, with meréii — this is important! (There’s nothing really “collective” in this meaning —
at least that we can see.)

VY HuX 9€TBEpPO NMETEM. They have four children.
B kOMHATY BOILIH TPOE MOKAPHUKOB. Three fireman walked into the room.
Tam OBUIO 1BOE MYKUHH. There were two men there.

In theory, it’s not “wrong” to say ABa My:k4lHbI / pedéHKa, but you won’t really hear Russians say this.

(If someone has more than seven children, just use the regular cardinal number: ¥ Hux nleBatb aeTéit)

You can even see a collective used without a noun:
ITpunuma aBde. Two people arrived.

As far as verb agreement (neuter singular vs. plural) is concerned, things can get very complicated, which means
that you don’t have to worry about it/
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3) Collective are used with certain nouns that appear only in the plural. The most important is cyTkHl
twenty-four hours, day, which is used fairly often. The genitive plural is cyTok. Again, there’s
nothing really “collective” about these nouns; they simply do not have a singular. (Another plural
only noun is canu sleigh, with genitive plural canéii — and example is provided just for reference.)

OH mpOxuUI TpOE CYTOK O€3 BOJIBL. He lived three days without water.
S yxé nénbIx JBOC CYTOK HUYETO HE EM. 1 have not eaten anything for two whole days.
Y Bramumupa ObuTo 1BOC CaHéH. Vladimir had two sleighs.

% MNepeBeanTe Ha pyccKuii:

1. How many of you are there? There are three ofus. 2. Do you have a table for two?
3. Ididn't eat anything for three days. 4. Vera has four children.

5. Do you have a room (H6mep) for three? 6. There were five of them.

7.

They have two children.

You don’t know how lucky you are when it comes to Collectives

You may not believe it, but we have been very merciful in our presentation of collective numerals. There are at
least another 2,549 details that we have left out, but nearly all of them are incredibly specific (and nearly useless,
to be quite honest). So, in addition to being able to recognize collective numerals, you should be able to actively
use the three constructions described above.
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99-1 ypok — [lomaluHee 3aaaHue Nma

g YnpaxHéHne 1 Write a 6-line dialogue between a restaurant patron and an obnoxious
maitre d’ using at least 3 Collective Numerals

25 YnpaxHéHue 2 [lepeBeanTe Ha PycCKUi

1. Iwould like to reserve a table for three.

2. We did not sleep for two days. (How is for translated here — if at all?)

3. Toverheard you say that you went to Princeton. You are probably a genius.
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99-11 ypok JdomaluHee 3apaHne

25 YnpaxHéumne 3 V O D (Making a rare guest appearance)

Hakpuua+ shout (Perfective)

Verb Type / Conjugation Type
PRESENT (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE)
A OH
oH(3) oHA
OHH OHH
Imperative Infinitive

PARTICIPLES AND GERUNDS (NOT ALL ARE POSSIBLE!)

Pres Active Past Active
Pres Passive PPPP
Pres Gerund Past Gerund
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