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 Опјть торчЏшь у Петрђвых?    You’re hanging out at the Petrovs again? 

ЖЎня 1 Что ты сидЏшь в темнотЎ?  ВключЏ свет. Why are you sitting in the dark?  Turn on the light. 

МЌша 2  
3  
4 

ТЏхо!  Ты мне мешЌешь!  Я СЏмпсонов смотрї.  
Это отлЏчная сЎрия.  ФлЌндерсы станђвятся их 
лѓчшими друзьјми.  Љто ђчень смешнђ. 

Quiet!  You’re bothering me.  I’m watching the 
Simpsons.  This is a great episode.  The Flanders 
become their best friends.  It’s really funny. 

ЖЎня 5  
6 

Опјть СЏмпсоны!  Ты с умЌ схђдишь со своЏми 
Симпсонами.   

Again with the Simpsons!  You’re off your rocker 
with your Simpsons. 

МЌша 7 НачалЌсь реклЌма.  ТепЎрь мђжешь говорЏть. The commercials started.  Now you can talk. 

ЖЎня 8  
9 

Хђчешь пойтЏ с нЌми в пјтницу на нђвый фильм 
с КЎвином СпЎйси и Джѓлией Рђбертс? 

Do you want to go with us on Friday to the new 
film with Kevin Spacey and Julia Roberts? 

МЌша 10 
11 
12 
13 

Во-пЎрвых, я терпЎть не могѓ Джѓлию Рђбертс, 
и, нЌдо сказЌть, КЎвина СпЎйси переоцЎнивают. 
А во-вторѕх, я зЌнята в пјтницу.  Идѓ к 
Петрђвым.  ОнЏ менј пригласЏли на обЎд.   

First of all, I can’t stand Julia Roberts, and I really 
think that Kevin Spacey is overrated.  And 
secondly, I’m busy on Friday.  I’m going to the 
Petrovs.  They invited me for dinner. 

ЖЎня 14 
15 

Опјть Петрђвы!  Что ты в послЎднее врЎмя без 
концЌ торчЏшь у Петрђвых? 

Again the Petrovs!  Why have you been hanging 
around at the Petrovs so much lately? 

МЌша 16  А что, Петрђвы тебЎ почемѓ-то не нрЌвятся? What, you don’t like the Petrovs for some reason? 

ЖЎня 17 
18 
19 

ДЎло не в ітом.  Как не любЏть Петрђвых?  ОнЏ 
прекрЌсные лїди.  Прђсто без тебј всегдЌ 
скѓчно. 

It’s not that.  How can you not like the Petrovs?  
They great people.  It’s just that it’s always boring 
without you. 

 
 
Словарь 
 
1 что почемѓ (See grammar) 

1 темнотЌ dark(ness) 

1 включЌй+ // включЏ+  
выключЌй+ // вѕключи+  

turn on 
turn off 

6 смешнђй funny 

7 реклЌма commercial (Always singular in Russian!) 

11 переоцЎнивай+  
недооцЎнивай+  

overrate  
underestimate  
(Russian does not use an adjective as in English.  Instead, use the 
“empty they” form of the verb and put the person who is 
overrated/underestimate in accusative.) 

15 торчЌ+ (где or у + genitive) hang out (Quite colloquial) 
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101.А Что = Почемѓ (Colloquial Russian) 
 
If you listen to real spoke Russian, you will often hear people use interrogative что where what does not make 
sense.  That’s because in the colloquial language (but not in writing), что is often (very often) used to mean why.  
And, by analogy, что-то is equivalent to почемѓ-то.  Some examples of что(-то) = почемѓ(-то): 
 

Что ты в послЎднее врЎмя перестЌл мѕться? Why have you stopped bathing lately? 

СобЌка что-то не ест. For some reason the dog won’t eat anything. 

Что онЌ без концЌ на всё жЌлуется? Why does she always complain about everything? 

Он что-то решЏли не идтЏ с нЌми на концЎрт. For some reason he decided not to go to the 
concert with us. 

 
 ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 

 
1. Why did he suddenly stop? 2. Why are you sitting on the dirty floor? 

3. For some reason he turned off the TV and left. 4. Why is she so overrated? 
5. Why have stopped calling me? 6. For some reason it's very stuffy in here. 

7. Why is that so funny? 8. For some reason he really liked that commercial. 
 
 

101.Б Declining Names in Russian (Part Two) 
 
101.Б.1 Russian Plural Surnames 
 
Russian plural surnames (i.e., those that end in {I}ны, {O}вы – first set of examples), like feminine surnames, 
decline like nounjectives – unless, of course, the name is adjectival, in which case it declines like a regular 
animate adjective in all forms (second set of examples).  
 

Петрђвы такЏе занѓды! Nominative The Petrovs are such bores! 

Я обожЌю СЏдоровых.  Accusative I’m crazy about the Sidorovs. 

Мы подошлЏ к Пѓтиным.   Dative We walked up to the Putins. 

На лЎкции нЎ было ГагЌриных.   Genitive The Gargarins were not at the lecture 

Я стојл рјдом с Ѓльциными.   Instrumental I was standing next to Yeltsins. 

Что он сказЌл о Хрущёвых?   Prepositional What did he say about Khrushchevs? 

 
НаконЎц пришлЏ Толстѕе. Nominative The Tolstoys finally arrived. 

Ты вЏдела там Чайкђвских? Accusative Did you see the Tchaikovskys there? 

Я идѓ к ДостоЎвским. Dative I’m going (to see) the Dostoeyveskys. 

ВчерЌ нЎ было Маякђвских. Genitive The Mayakovskys were not there yesterday. 

Я стојл за ВернЌдскими. Instrumental I was standing behind the Vernadskys. 

Что ты сплЎтничаешь о ЛЎнских? Prepositional Why are you gossiping about the Lenskys? 
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 ПереведЏте на рѓсский.  All surnames are given in the masculine nominative singular: 
 
1. I adore the ЛЎнский. 2. I really miss the Горбачёв. 

3. What did you give (as a present) to the Свердлђв 
for their wedding? 

4. No one can compare with the ОнЎгин. 

5. The Толстђй have three children. 6. The Чайкђвский were bored at the concert. 

7. I used to hang out with the КарамЌзов. 8. The ДостоЎвский are such kooks. 
 
101.Б.2  Foreign Names 
 
Background Information: When dealing with foreign names, you need to consider the final sound, not the final 
letter of the name.  For example, both Bruce and Gore end in vowel letter, but for purposes of declension, they 
are treated like consonant-final names.  On the other hand, Sarah and Mariah end in a consonant letter, but a 
vowel sound. 
 
101.Б.2а  Foreign Masculine Names 
 
If the name (first or last) ends in a consonant sound (regardless of what actual letter is there), the name declines 
like a regular noun.  Even the instrumental takes the regular noun ending {O}м (as opposed to Russian masculine 
surnames, which take adjectival endings).   
 

ОнЌ обожЌет Тђма Крѓза. She’s crazy about Tom Cruise. 

ОнЌ отпрЌвил посѕлку БЏллу КлЏнтону. She sent a package to Bill Clinton. 

Все смејлись над Джђрджем Вашингтђном. Everyone was laughing at George Washington. 

Я стојл недалекђ от Міла ГЏбсона. I was standing not far from Mel Gibson. 

Я написЌл диплђмную рабђту о Джђне Мілковиче. I wrote my senior thesis about John Malkovich. 

 
If the name ends in a [A] sound, it declines like a regular feminine noun – sometimes.  (This can get really 
complicated, especially when you start talking about French and Japanese names.  We’ll leave this absolutely 
crucial point for a later date.  But do note the last two examples, where Italian names are declined.) 
 

Љто мој любЏмая пЎсня ОкуджЌвы. This is my favorite song of Okudzhava. 

Я обожЌю ОкуджЌву. I’m crazy about Okudzhava. 

ОнЌ обЎдала с Фрінком СинЌтрой. She had dinner with Frank Sinatra. 

Я не уважЌю Джђна Травђлту. I don’t respect John Travolta. 

 
If name ends in a vowel sound other than [A], (e.g., [E], [I], [O], [U]), it does not decline. 
 

Я познакђнился с Ђндре Ђгасси. I met Andrej Agassi. 

Я читЌю статьї о Тђни Кёртисе. I’m reading an article about Tony Curtis. 

ОнЌ терпЎть не мђжет мѓзыку РЏкки МЌртина. She can’t stand Ricky Martin’s music. 

ВЌдик с умЌ схђдит по ЛеонЌрдо ДиКЌприо. Vadik is just wild about Leonardo DiCaprio. 
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 ПереведЏте на рѓсский.  All names are given in the nominative singular: 

 
1. How can one not envy Джђнни Дэпп? 2. Тайгр Вудс couldn’t care less about us. 

3. I'm writing an article about Мэл ГЏбсон. 4. I was always afraid of Фрэнк СинЌтра 
5. Том Хэнкс is overrated. 6. ДжЏмми Смитс often dreams about БрЏнти 

Спирс. 

7. Пирс Брђснан finally managed to open the door. 8. I saw a funny commercialwith НЏколас Кейдж. 
 
 
101.Б.2б  Foreign Feminine Names 
 
If the name (first or last) ends in the sound [A], it declines like a regular feminine noun.  If the name does not end 
in the sound [A], it does not decline.   
 

МЏтя влюбЏлся в СЌру с пЎрвого взглјда. Mitya fell in love with Sarah at first sight. 

Я терпЎть не могѓ Никђль КЏдман. I can’t stand Nicole Kidman. 

Он восхищЌется АнгелЏной ДжолЏ. She’s crazy about Angelina Jolie. 

Я не уважЌю Нінси СинЌтру. I don’t respect Nancy Sinatra. 

Я стојл в ђчереди пЎред ХЏллари КлЏнтон и Ђлом 
Гђром. 

I was standing in line in front of Hillary Clinton 
and Al Gore. 

 
So, masculine surnames in a consonant sound do decline, while feminine surnames in a consonant sound do not. 
 
 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский.  All names are given in the nominative singular: 
 
1. I fell in love with Гђлди Хђун at first sight. 2. Why are you bothering Джѓлия Рђбертс? 

3. СофЏ ЛорЎн dreamt about ПЌмела Ђндерсон. 4. Мадђнна is overrrated. 

5. I lent ЖюльЎт Бинђш $100 last week. 6. Don’t laugh at ВанЎсса РедгрЎйв. 

7. Джђди Фђстер has two children. 8. When did you get married to Їма Тѓрман? 
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101.Б.2в  Foreign Plural Surnames 
 
Plural foreign surnames decline like regular animate nouns, if they decline at all: Surnames in a consonant sound 
decline, while those that end in any vowel sound (including the sound [A]) do not decline.  (So, you just won’t be 
able to say that you were over at the Sinatras.  In fact, Russians would simply avoid putting surnames in the sound 
[A].)   
 

Ѕствуды такЏе мЏлые! The Eastwoods are so sweet! 

Я обожЌю СЏмпсонов! I love the Simpsons! 

Мы обЎдали у Бѓшей. We had dinner at the Bushes. 

Мы подЌрили СпЎйси тарЎлки на свЌдьбу. We gave the Spaceys dishes for their wedding. 

Что все сплЎтничают о ФеллЏни? Why is everyone gossiping about the Fellinis? 

 
 ПереведЏте на рѓсский.  All surnames are given in the nominative singular: 

 
1. Why didn't you invite the РЌйдер? 2. Буш are sick and tired of waiting. 

3. I don't envy the КЎннеди. 4. He read an interesting book about the Ђдамс. 

5. The Тёрнер got divorced. 6. She keeps calling Ллойд. 
7. МЏллер have four children. 8. How can one not trust the СопрЌно? 
 
 
 
There are probably another 30 or so details about the declension of names that we did not cover.  That’s the whole 
raison d’être of Third-Year Russian (among other things). 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Write sentences with the following names in the cases indicated 
 
1. Джон Травђлта (ДЌтельный) 

2. Бѓши (Предлђжный) 

3. Фрэнк СинЌтра (ВинЏтельный) 

4. Пѓтины (РодЏтельный) 

5. Мег РЌйан (ДЌтельный) 

6. МартЏна ХЏнгис (Предлђжный) 

7. КЎвин СпЎйси (ВинЏтельный) 

8. Толстѕе (ТворЏтельный) 
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  УпражнЎние 2  Write 3 sentences using names found at http://www.kinomania.ru 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

  УпражнЎние 4  ПереведЏте на рѓсский 
 
1. Why (≠почемѓ) have you been hanging out at the Sidorovs? 

2. Turn off the TV! 

 


