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 ТебЎ повезлђ    You’re in luck 

КЏра 1 ГЎна, ты кудЌ (идёшь / бежЏшь)? Gena, where are you headed (running to)? 

ГЎна 2  
3  
4 

В спортЏвный зал, в бассЎйн.  Я плЌваю 
кЌждый день с пятЏ до шестЏ.  А ты ещё 
бЎгаешь кЌждое ѓтро, как рЌньше? 

To the gym, to the swimming pool.  I swim every 
day from 5-6.  Do you still run every morning like 
you used to? 

КЏра 5  
6 

К сожалЎнию, нет.  Прђсто нЎкогда.  Но я стЌла 
ходЏть на урђки караті. 

Unfortunately, no.  I just don’t have the time.  But I 
started going to (attending) karate class. 

ГЎна 7  
8  
9 

СкажЏ, ты ещё поддЎрживаешь связь с 
НатЌшей ПЌвловой?  Мне нЌдо поговорЏть с 
ней, а у менј нет её (нђмера) телефђна. 

Say, do you keep in touch with Natasha Pavlova?  I 
need to talk to her about something,  

КЏра 10
11 
12 

ТебЎ повезлђ.  Я её вЏдела на днях, когдЌ 
Ўхала в Нью-Йђрк. ОнЌ недЌвно переЎхала, но 
я записЌла её нђвый нђмер (телефђна).  

You're in luck.  I saw her the other day on my way 
to NY.  She recently moved, but I wrote down her 
new (telephone)  number. 

ГЎна 13 
14 
15 
16 

А что ты дЎлала в Нью-Йђрке?  Ты ходЏла на 
какђе-то бродвЎйское шђу?  Ѓсли я не 
ошибЌюсь, ты рЌньше довђльно чЌсто ходЏла 
на шђу. 

So what did you do in NY?  Did you go to a 
Broadway show?  If I’m not mistaken, you used to 
go to shows fairly often. 

КЏра 17 
18 
19 
20 

Нет.  Я весь день ходЏла по магазЏнам, искЌла 
подЌрок отцѓ на день рождЎния.  Я купЏла емѓ 
бинђкль.  Он лїбит наблюдЌть птиц.  Он 
мђжет часЌми смотрЎть, как летаїт птЏцы. 

No, I was shopping all day, looking for a present 
for my father.  I bought him (a pair of) binoculars.  
He likes to birdwatch.  He can watch the birds fly 
for hours on end. 

ГЎна 21 
22 

КЌжется, в отлЏчие от тебј, он ђчень 
терпелЏвый человЎк.   

It seems that, unlike you, he's a patient person. 

 
Словарь 
 
2 бассЎйн (Double сс!) swimming pool 

6 караті   (Also spelled каратЎ) Guess 

9 нђмер / нђмер телефђна / телефђн All three mean telephone number 

10 повезлђ + dative person is in luck; got lucky 

12 запЏсывай+  // записа<+  write down; record 

14 бродвЎйское шђу (Noun is indeclinable!) Broadway show  (The Noun шоу is now even used to describe 
a TV show.) 

19 бинђкль (M) binoculars  (Note that this Noun is Singular in Russian.) 

19 наблюдЌй+   птиц bird watch  (Literally it’s observe birds.) 

22 терпелЏвый patient  (We have seen the root терп bear, put up with in Я 
терпЎть не могѓ...) 
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Note: Everything that we say below excludes the single round trip meaning, which, as we saw in yesterday’s lesson, uses 
verbs from practically all possible categories: ходЏл / Ўздил (there and back), пошлЌ / поЎхал (gone but not back), идёт / 
Ўдут (future trip), пойдѓ / поЎдем (future trip), пойтЏ / поЎхать (with positive statements), не хђчет идтЏ / не 
собирЌются Ўхать  (with negative statements). 
 

109.A More Unprefixed Verbs of Motion 
 
Here are three more Verbs of Motion: 
 

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE 

 Non-Determined Determined  

run бЎгай+ *бежЌть побежЌть 

swim плЌвай+ плыв+ 
> поплыв+ 

> 

fly летЌй+ летЎ+ полетЎ+ 
 
* Recall that in the present tense the “end” forms (я / онЏ) have 1st conjugation endings attached to the 
stem бег+´: я бегѓ, онЏ бегѓт.  All the “inner” forms (ты, онЌ, мы, вы) have 2nd conjugation endings 
attached to the stem беж+´: бежЏшь, бежЏт, бежЏм, бежЏте.  The past and infinitive are built from 
the stem бежЌ+ : бежЌл/а/о/и, бежЌть.  The imperative is бегЏ(те)! 
 

109.Б Key to Distinction Between ХодЏть vs. ИдтЏ:   Be heading 
 
One fundamental difference between a single round trip and all the other usages of Verbs of Motion is that for all 
the other usages the relationship between the form and the meaning does not change based on the tense (or 
infinitive).  In other words, you can simply “switch” the tense on ходЏть from past to present to future to 
infinitive, and the type of motion described remains the same.  (As we saw in the previous lesson, that’s what 
makes expressing a single round trip so problematic.  The future of Он Ўздил в Лондон (with the non-
determined for Ўздили) is not Он бѓдет Ўздить в Лђндон, it’s Он (по)Ўдет в Лђндон (with the determined or 
perfective forms).  Three different classes of Verbs of Motion are used for what seems to be the same action – a 
single round trip to London. 
 
Now let’s look at the meaning of determined verbs, which we will also call идтЏ-type verbs. 
 
 

ИдтЏ-Type (Determined) Verbs 
 

идтЏ / Ўхать / плыть / бежЌть / летЎть 
 

The most “user-friendly” way to translate идтЏ-type verbs is: be heading, make one’s way. 
 
Let’s look at these in various tenses, though, as we said above, the meaning does not change from tense to tense: 
 
 
 



109-й урок Грамматика  

109-3 

Present Tense:  Be heading / Make one’s way  идѓ / Ўду / плывёт / летјт / бежЏм 
 
The most common use of идтЏ-type verbs is in the present tense: иду, Ўдешь, плывёт, летјт, бегѓт, etc. describe 
motion in progress, literally where the person (fish / bird) is heading / on their way to: 
 

КудЌ ты идёшь?  (Meeting someone walking down 
the street) 

Where are you heading (headed)?  

КудЌ ты Ўдешь?  (Meeting someone on the train) Where are you heading (headed)? 

Он сейчЌс бежЏт в магазЏн.  He’s running to the store right now. 

ОнЏ Ўдут на пђезде в Сиітл. They're on their way to Seattle (by train). 

КакЌя-то большЌя птЏца летЏт прјмо ко мне! A big bird is flying straight at me (is heading 
straight toward me). 

ДЎти плывѓт к бЎрегу. The children are swimming toward the shore. 
 
 

ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. I’m on my way to New York. 2. He is swimming directly toward the shark акѓла 
3. Where is she running to? 4. We’re going to the concert. 

5. Where is that bird flying to? 6. I’m running to the library. 
 
 
 
Past Tense: Was heading / Was making one’s way  шла/ Ўхал / плылЌ / летЎли / бежЌла 
 
Given the meaning be heading / on one’s way, when used in the past tense these verbs must almost always be 
accompanied by some additional information.  In other words ВЌря шла домђй Varya was heading home / 
Varya was making her way home is not a complete sentence; you need something else, either another adverb, or 
an event that took place as she was heading home.  (Keep in mind that these “was heading / making one’s way” 
verbs are imperfective.  They do not describe a completed action.)   
 
Here are some “complete” sentences with шёл / Ўхала / плѕли / летЎл / бежЌли, etc: 
 

Он шёл в библиотЎку, когдЌ началсј дождь. He was on his way to the library when it started to 
rain. 

Мы Ўхали из Петербѓрга в Москвѓ на пђезде. We made our way from Petersburg to Moscow by 
train.  (We took the train from Petersbug to 
Moscow.) 

КогдЌ мы летЎли в Лђндон, менј тошнЏло. As we were flying to London, I was feeling 
nauseous. 

ОнЌ мЎдленно плылЌ к бЎрегу. She slowly made her way (swimming) toward the 
shore. 

КогдЌ ГЎра бежЌл домђй, он встрЎтил ЛЎну. When Gera was heading home (running), he ran 
into Lena. 
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ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. The bird slowly made its way toward the big tree. 2. I lost my keys when I was running to class. 

3. Their grandfather died on their way to Canada. 4. As Vera was walking home it started to rain. 

5. As the fish was swimming toward the shore Lapkin 
suddenly caught it. 

6. We got from Chicago to New York by car. 

 
 
 
 
Future: Will be heading / Will making one’s way  бѓду идтЏ / бѓдем Ўхать / бѓдешь летЎть 
 
Generally, the use of идтЏ-type verbs in the future is somewhat rare, though given what we have said, the 
meaning (as person will be heading / as person will be on their way) is predictable, as seen in the following 
example: 
 

ПозвонЏ мне из машЏны, когдЌ ты бѓдешь Ўхать 
ко мне. 

Call me from the car on your way over here. 

 
You could go a long time before you hear a Russian actually say бѓду идтЏ, but at least you know what it means. 
 
 
That’s it for “be heading / making one’s way” verbs.  Now let’s look at the other verbs, the non-determined Verbs 
of Motion: ходЏть, Ўздить, бЎгать, плЌвать, летЌть. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ХодЏть-Type (Non-Determined) Verbs  
 

ходЏть, Ўздить, бЎгать, плЌвать, летЌть 
 
Aside from a single round trip, ходЏть-type verbs are used to describe three types of motion: 
 

1) Ability / General Characteristic  
 

Их сын ужЎ хђдит. Their son is already walking. 

ПочтЏ все птЏцы летЌют, крђме пингвЏнов, 
стрЌусов и кѓр. 

Almost all bird fly except penguins, ostriches, and 
chickens. 

Ты умЎешь плЌвать? Do you know how to swim? 

Мой дЎдушка всегдЌ ђчень бѕстро ходЏл. My grandfather would always walk very fast. 

Он бЎгает как жЎнщина. He runs like a girl. 
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A closely related meaning is what we call the “exercise” use of ходЏть-type verbs: 
 

Я бЎгаю кЌждое ѓтро. I run (jog) every morning. 

Я собирЌюсь плЌвать кЌждый день пђсле занјтий. I intend to swin every day after class. 

Мой дЎдушка хђдит по университЎту три рЌза в 
недЎлю. 

My grandfather walks around the campus three 
times a week. 

 
 

2) Repeated Round Trips (Attendance/ Frequent a Place) 
 
Not to beat a dead horse, but notice once again that the meaning is the same for all three tenses. 
 

РЌньше моЏ родЏтели кЌждое лЎто Ўздили в 
Калифђрнию. 

My parents used to travel to California every 
summer. 

МоЏ родЏтели кЌждое лЎто Ўздят в Калифђрнию. My parents travel to California every summer 

МоЏ родЏтели кЌждое лЎто бѓдут Ўздить в 
Калифђрнию. 

My parents will travel to California every summer 

Он хђдит в цЎрковь кЌждый день пђсле рабђты. He goes to church every day after work. 

Мой блЏзкий друг переЎхал в КанзЌс, и тепЎрь я 
бѓду чЌсто Ўздить тудЌ к немѓ. 

My close friend moved to Kansas, and now I’ll be 
going there to visit him often. 

Мы кЌждый год летЌем в БразЏлию. We fly to Brazil every year. 

Я обещЌл родЏтелям, что бѓду ходЏть на все 
занјтия. 

I promised my parents that I would attend all my 
classes. 

Ѓсли бы я жилЌ в Нью-Йђрке, я бы без концЌ 
ходЏла во все музЎи. 

If I lived in NY, I would go to all the museums all 
the time. 

Ты случЌйно не знЌешь, в какђй бар онЏ хђдят? Would you happen to know which bar they 
frequent? 

 
 
 
 
 

3) “Touring a Place” – Often With по + Dative 
 
The key to this usage is that, though a place name may be mentioned, there is no notion of destination. 
 

ЛЎтом онЌ бѓдет Ўздить по Еврђпе. She’s going to drive around Europe this summer. 

ДЎти чЌсто бЎгают в пЌрке. The children often run around in the park. 

Мы часЌ два ходЏли по гђроду. We walked around the city for around two hours. 

ПрезидЎнт летЌет по всем стрЌнам в Ђзии. The president is flying to all the countries in Asia 
(from country to country). 

Он часЌми плЌвал в океЌне. He swam in the ocean for hours on end. 
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ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. Borya swims (not drinks!) like a fish. 2. The children ran around the room. 

3. We go to Moscow twice a year. 4. When I am a grad student (tense!), I will go to Paris 
every summer. 

5. I run 10 kilometers every morning. 6. I am going to travel around Russia this summer. 

7. We went to all of Bashmet’s БашмЎт concerts. 8. He swims in the new pool for hours on end. 

9. Birds fly; fish swim. 10. We used to go to a Chinese restaurant for years on 
end. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have listed all the forms of these verbs on the following page. 
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≠“Headed”(Non-Determined) 
Stem ходи<+  Ўзди+  плЌвай+  летЌй+  бЎгай+  
Present хожѓ 

хђдишь 
хђдит 
хђдим 
хђдите 
хђдят 

Ўзжу 
Ўздишь 
Ўздит 
Ўздим 
Ўздите 
Ўздят 

плЌваю 
плЌваешь 
плЌвает 
плЌваем 
плЌваете 
плЌвают 

летЌю 
летЌешь 
летЌет 
летЌем 
летЌете 
летЌют 

бЎгаю 
бЎгаешь 
бЎгает 
бЎгаем 
бЎгаете 
бЎгают 

Past ходЏл 
ходЏла 
ходЏло 
ходЏли 

Ўздил 
Ўздила 
Ўздило 
Ўздили 

плЌвал 
плЌвала 
плЌвало 
плЌвали 

летЌл 
летЌла 
летЌло 
летЌли 

бЎгал 
бЎгала 
бЎгало 
бЎгали 

Infinitive ходЏть Ўздить плЌвать летЌть бЎгать 
Imperative ходЏ(те) Ўзди плЌвай(те) летЌй(те) бЎгай(те) 

 
“Headed” (Determined) 

Stem {ид+´ / шё+´ (ё)} {Ўд+ / Ўха+} плыв+ > летЎ+  irregular 
Present идѓ 

идЎшь 
идёт 
идём 
идёте 
идѓт 

Ўду 
Ўдешь 
Ўдет 
Ўдем 
Ўдете 
Ўдут 

плывѓ 
плывёшь 
плывёт 
плывём 
плывёте 
плывѓт 

лечѓ 
летЏшь 
летЏт 
летЏм 
летЏте 
летјт 

бегѓ 
бежЏшь 
бежЏт 
бежЏшь 
бежЏм 
бегѓт 

Past шёл 
шла 
шло 
шли 

Ўхал 
Ўхал 
Ўхал 
Ўхал 

плѕл 
плылЌ 
плѕло 
плѕли 

летЎл 
летЎла 
летЎло 
летЎли 

бежЌл 
бежЌла 
бежЌло 
бежЌли 

Infinitive идтЏ Ўхать плѕть летЎть бежЌть 
Imperative идЏ(те) поезжЌй(те) плывЏ(те) летЏ(те) бегЏ(те) 

 
Perfective 

Stem {пойд+´ / пошё+´ (ё)} {поЎд+ / поЎха+} поплыв+ > полетЎ+  irregular 
Present пойдѓ 

пойдЎшь 
пойдёт 
пойдём 
пойдёте 
пойдѓт 

поЎду 
поЎдешь 
поЎдет 
поЎдем 
поЎдете 
поЎдут 

поплывѓ 
поплывёшь 
поплывёт 
поплывём 
поплывёте 
поплывѓт 

полечѓ 
полетЏшь 
полетЏт 
полетЏм 
полетЏте 
полетјт 

побегѓ 
побежЏшь 
побежЏт 
побежЏшь 
побежЏм 
побегѓт 

Past пошёл 
пошлЌ 
пошлђ 
пошли 

поЎхал 
поЎхала 
поЎхало 
поЎхали 

поплѕл 
поплылЌ 
поплѕло 
поплѕли 

полетЎл 
полетЎла 
полетЎло 
полетЎли 

побежЌл 
побежЌла 
побежЌло 
побежЌли 

Infinitive пойтЏ поЎхать поплѕть полетЎть побежЌть 
Imperative пойдЏ(те) поезжЌй(те) поплывЏ(те) полетЏ(те) побегЏ(те) 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Circle the correct Verb of Motion: 
 
1. КудЌ ты сейчЌс [ идёшь / хђдишь ]? 

2. КудЌ вы [ Ўздили / ходЏли ] в прђшлое лЎто? 

3. ЛЏза [ плЌвает / плывёт ] как рѕба. 

4. Мы весь день [ идём / бѓдем ходЏть ] по гђроду. 

5. ЛЎтом ПЌша [ бѓдет Ўхать / Ўздит ] в Еврђпу. 

6. КогдЌ онЏ [ идѓт / бѓдут идтЏ ] на спектЌкль? 

7. ВЎра [ бежЏт / бЎгает ] три рЌза в недЎлю. 

8. КогдЌ НЏна [ ходЏла / шла ] домђй, онЌ упЌла и сломЌла нђгу. 

9. Мы [ бѓдем ходЏть / бѓдем идтЏ ] на все концЎрты. 

10. РЌньше ДЏма [ Ўхал / Ўздил ] в МонтЌну кЌждое лЎто. 

11. ПозвонЏ мне из машЏны когдЌ ты [ бѓдешь Ўхать / бѓдешь Ўздить ] в Нью-Йорк. 

12. МЏша сейчас [ идёт / хђдит ] в шкђлу.  (The аdverb сейчЌс here means right now, as we speak.) 

13. Я хочѓ [ поЎхать / Ўздить ] тудЌ кЌждый год. 

14. Мы хотЏм [ поЎхать / Ўздить ] в Стамбѓл. 

15. Ты не знЌешь, когдЌ он [ шёл / пошёл ] в библиотЎку? 

16. Их дочЎри тђлько четѕре мЎсяца.  ОнЌ ещё не [ хђдит / идёт ]. 

17. В суббђту мы [ идём / Ўдем ] на дЌчу. 

18. КогдЌ мы [ Ўхали / Ўздили] домђй, началсј дождь.  

19. Ты опјть [ идёшь / хђдишь ] на ітот фЏльм?! 

20. КогдЌ он [ Ўздил / Ўхал ] в ВаршЌву? 
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 УпражнЎние 2  Insert a Verb of Motion that makes sense 
 

1. КудЌ ________________________________________ іти птЏцы? 

2. Мы весь день ___________________________________________________ по гђроду. 

3. РЌньше МЌша чЌсто  _____________________________________________________ на концЎрты. 

4. МЌша сегђдня ___________________________________________________ на концЎрт. 

5. КогдЌ мы _____________________________________________ домђй, полЏция нас остаовЏла. 

6. Я бѓду _____________________________________________ в нђвом бассЎйне кЌждое ѓтро. 

7. Мы не захотЎли ______________________________________________ в АтлЌнту. 

8. Я обещЌл женЎ, что не бѓду ____________________________________________ в бар. 

9. ОнЌ кЌждое ѓтро ___________________________________________________ ђколо чЌса. 

10. Он часЌми ____________________________________________________ в бассЎйне. 

 
 


