TpéTun ypok

Jlnanor:

I'pammaTHKa:

Uro 3a mepeaaya?
What show is that?

3.A: Nominative Singular: Forms
3.b: Gender of Nouns and Adjectives
3.B: Use of Nominative

3.I': Some TV Vocabulary

Yrto 3a nepenaua?

What (TV) show is that?

Mauwa 6xooum 6 komuamy.

Masha walks into the roonm.

Maima 2 | JIéns, mpusét! Uto xopomero? Hi, Lyonya! What'’s the good word?

JIéns 3 | Txo! Tsl mHE Memmaemns! S cMOTpIO TeneBU30p. | Quiet! You 're disturbing me. I'm waiching TV.

Mama |4 |[Yro 32 mporpamma (mepeaayda)? What show (program) is that?

JIéns 5 | Ato Mos mobHMas porpamma (mepenada), It’s my favorite show — Buffy the Vampire
6 | «baddu — Yoniina BaMIHAPOB.» Slayer.

Maimia 7 | Kakoe riaymoe umsa — baddu! What a stupid (first) name, Buffy!

Jléua 8 |I-m-m! Ceromus nocnénusas cépusi. OHA KomKHA | Shhh! Today’s the last episode. She has to kill
9 | yOUTH KaKkde-To CTpaHHOE, 3716€e cylecTBO. some strange, evil creature.

Mama 10 | 10 KaKoi kanaja, HTB, uro iau? What station is that, NTV?

JIénn 11 | Her, kakas 161 HeBékecTBeHHast! 1o OPT. No, you are so ignorant (poorly informed). It’s

ORT.

Mama 12

A s nymaia, uto «baddm» HAET Mo MATOMY KaHATY.

1 thought that “Buffy” was on channel five.

JIéns 13

Her, 310 mectoii kanan. Cioymaii, Tl MHE

No, it’s channel six. Hey, you're bothering me.

14 | Mmemaems. lloxkanayiicra, cxoar B HOBoe Kadhé U Do me a favor and go down to the new cafe and
15 | Kymd MHe cTakaH kode. S 10/mKkeH HalucaTh buy me a cup of coffee. I have to write a huge
16 | oTpOMHOE COUMHEHUE, a 5 eIE NAKe He HAUWHANL. | paper and I haven't even started (it) yet.

Maima 17 | Kaxoit k6ge o1 mobumbs? C monokom? C What kind of coffee do you like? With milk?
18 | caxapom? With sugar?

JIéns 19 | Her, s mpro kpémkmii, u€pHeiii kOde. No, I drink strong, black coffee.

CnoBapb

3 | Taxo! quiet!; shh! (From the adjective Tixmii. This adverbial form is often used as a

command.)

4 | mporpamma / nepejaua TV show; program (See below for discussion of TV vocabulary.)

5 | yOmiima killer; murderer (This noun is used for both male and female killers.)

6 | BaMIIHp (guess)

8 |cépus episode of a TV show (See below for discussion of TV vocabulary.)

9 | 370M evil; malicious; nasty

9 | cymrecTBO creature; being

10 | HeBEKEeCTBEHHBII ignorant; displaying lack of education

12 | KaHAI TV channel (See below for discussion of TV vocabulary.)

14 | moskamyiicta + imperative do me a favor and...

15 | cTakaH glass; cup

18 | caxap sugar

19 | kpén/kuit (0) strong ( either a person or a beverage — coffee, wine, etc.)
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FpammaTuka

UMmeHnTenbHbIN Nagéx (Nominative Case)

3.A Nominative Singular: Forms

Masculine

ADJECTIVES

NOUNS AND NOUNJECTIVES¥*

{I1}ii (-b1id/-mid) //-011 (always stressed)

[0 (Consonant or -b)

*Recall that nounjectives (also known as pronominals) take noun endings in the direct eases (nominative and
accusative), and adjective endings in the oblique cases (genitive, prepositional/locative, dative, instrumental).
The nounjectives we had last year are: Moii, TBoM, CBOM, HaIll, Balll, 3TOT (0T), TOT (0T), Camun, Bépun,

MaMuH — and other names —, Bech (e), 0AMH (M), TPéTHTT (M), Heii (e).

MO HOBBIH JOPOTOH CHHHH CTON
HAIll TPETHH IUIOXO0H KOMITBIOTEP
3TOT XOPOIIHH MOJIOIOH YINTENb

el CTAPBIH PYCCKHHA CIOBAPL?
CammH mocnéTHUH (HUIBM

Neuter

ADJECTIVES

NOUNS AND NOUNJECTIVES

{O}e (-0e/-ee)*

{O} -o0/-¢/-&

*Recall that no soft adjectives have stress on the ending, i.e., the ending -&e does not occur.

MOE HOBOE JI0porode CIHEe MBLIO
HAIIIe TPEThE IUIOXOE 3MAHHE
310 XOpoIIee HEMEIKOE MTHBO
b€ YEPHOE KUTANCKOE PYIKbE?
MATIMHO MOCTETHEe OKHO

Feminine

ADJECTIVES

{Al}s (-asi/-s191)

Mos HOBas IOporoas CHHsA MaIlliHA
HAIIA TPEThA II0OXAd KYXHSI

3Ta Xopomias u€pHas JOMaIh

b cTApIIas cectpa?

Bépuna mocnéass HOUb
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gb Make the adjective agree with the noun. Both the noun and the adjective will change. Pay
attention. Use “frozen 310” for inanimate objects; oH/a for people.

Mpumép:  3To Mos rutapa 1) yuntens 0 OH Mol yunTenb; 2) nnoxon 0 OH nnoxomn yunTens

Start with OH xopowuii yunTens.

1. xOMHaTa 2. MATCHBKWIA 3. 3manue 4. crapsri 5. SKypHAN
6. CTpAHHBIH 7. OKHO 8. mom 9. TBOHM 10. kunra
11. BuHO 12. cpémuuit 13. Bpau 14. esnna 15. mwioxon
16. msco 17. ctynént 18. mamr 19. cectpa 20. mécTo
21. mocnénHuit 22. KapThHA 23. KpacUBBIH 24. moporou 25. pamno
26. ¢otorpadus 27. 60aBImIONH 28. MarasiH 29. kpécio 30. moii

3.6 Gender of Nouns and Modifiers (Adjectives and Nounjectives)

Nouns and modifiers (adjectives and nounjectives) in Russian are marked for gender (as well as number —
discussed in an upcoming lesson). Compared to languages like French or German, determining the gender of a
noun in Russian is usually straightforward: just look at the ending (which we just described above). Recall that
modifiers have no inherent gender; they “take their orders” about gender (and number) from the noun.

Below we present a few slightly troublesome points involving gender.

3.b.1 Masculine Nouns in -{A}: Moii e1iiHCTBeHHbII1 Aé1ymIKa

Nouns and proper names in -{A} that refer to male persons take masculine agreement on modifiers and verbs:

Moii mroOUMBIH ASIASL TOIaPAT MHE TAJICTYK. My favorite uncle gave me a tie.

Bam minkIii AéaylIKka criuT Ha JTUBAHE. Your kind grandfather is sleeping on the sofa.
Kaxo6ii-To cTpaHHBIH MYKYHHA CITPOCHI O TeOE. Some strange man asked about you.

TBoit manma TOIBKO YTO 3BOHHII. Your dad just called.

Kaxoit CaAma (Hukura/Bursa/I1éTs) npumeén? Which Sasha (Nikita/Vitya/Petya) arrived?

(This assumes that there at least two people named
Sasha, Nikita, etc.)

gb MepeBeanTe Ha PyCCKUM:
1. My dad works like a dog. 2. Whose kooky grandfather is sleeping on the floor?
3. Which Vitya brought the cake? 4. Our strange uncle keeps playing that stupid ‘N
Sync CD.
5. Which man does she like? (Remember apasutcs?) 6. Your grandfather doesn’t know squat about rap
music.
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3.b.2 Neuter Nouns in —M$ (Bpéms, M)

There are about a dozen nouns that end in -ms that are neuter (and not feminine, as would be expected). The two
most important are Bpéma time and AM first name. In all forms except the nominative/accusative singular, these
nouns drop the -1 and insert the infix -eH- before attaching the case ending. (More on this when we cover the
other cases.) Some samples sentences with these neuter nouns in -ms:

Kax Bame rimsa? What’s your name?

VY Hero 6ueHs CTpAHHOE UMSL. He has a very strange first name.

Bpéms nmo 6ueHs MEIICHHO. Time passed very slowly.

Kaxoe Bpéms rojia Th1 TIOOUTIIH? What time of the year (season) do you like?

Curiously, (and fortunately) it turns out that there are no feminine nouns that end in -Ms.

3.b.3 The Gender of (Foreign) Indeclinable Nouns

Russian has borrowed thousands of nouns from other languages. How do these borrowed nouns decline? It
depends. If the borrowed noun happens to end in a consonant (mpoéccop, koMmmbioTep, MHTepHET) or {A}
(MaIIAHa, HCTOPHS, My3bIKa), it will be masculine' or feminine, respectively, and decline like a native Russian
noun. However, if the borrowed noun happens to end in e (kaé), n (TakcH, BUCKH), 0 (KHHO, PATHO), OF ¥
(pangeBy, MKHYy-IKATCY) it is indeclinable (yeah!) and takes neuter agreement. The modifiers themselves do
decline as they would for a regular neuter noun.

***The one important exception to this is koge, which takes masculine agreement (but is still indeclinable).***

Here are some foreign nouns and modifiers in vary cases. The nominative is given first as an example:

Uné 3T0 HeMENKOe pamno? Whose German radio is that?
TBoH KII0UH JIEKAT Ha OOJIBIIOM PATHO. Your keys are lying on the big radio.
I'ne Bame nrobrimMoe kadeé? Where is your favorite cafe?
OH pab0TaeT B HOBOM (hpaHITy3CKOM Kaghe. He works in the new French cafe.
Y 104 ecTh XopoOliee BUCKH? Do you have good whiskey?
Ona xynina OyTBUIKY IMOTIAHICKOTO BUCKH. She bought a bottle of Scottish whiskey.
B cTomoBoli OUeHB MI0XOMH, CIA0BIH KOde. In the cafeteria there is really bad, weak coffee.
S He MoTy KUTB Oe3 Xopomiero kode. 1 can’t live without good coffee.
T T ce T T T LT L .
? I Question: What about the noun BuH6? 1 seem to recall that this noun declines (0yTrIIKa
|

BHHA — genitive), even though it appears to be a foreign borrowing.

ago (as opposed to, say, paauo or KHHO) that it became a “regular”, declinable
neuter noun. Good observation.

USSR |

i
i
i Answer: You’re right, BHHO is not a native Russian word, but it was borrowed so long
|
i
|

1

There are some forei%n nouns in -b that are feminine: MeJ1aab medal, crann steel.
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3.b.3 The Gender of Nouns in -b

How can you determine the gender of a noun ending in -? Two answers: Sometimes you can tell, sometimes
you can’t.

Here is a chart for those nouns in - whose gender you can determine:

ALWAYS MASCULINE ALWAYS FEMININE
*  Noun referring to a person *  Nouns ending in /susher (&, 1, 4, 1)
performing an action (derived from a + B!, MBITIb, HOUb, OYB, IIOMOIIIb,
verb), in which case the word will also poxsb rye, (which we didn’t have
often end in the suffix -Tesn: last year, but we wanted to give an
TOOUTENh, IPETIOAABATEb, example of each husher + b).

[IHCATEIb, YUTATEID

*  Nouns with the suffix -ocTh:

*  All months that end in -b are MPEeCTYITHOCTH, CIEIUAIEHOCTS,
masculine (and are end-stressed): Ta0CTh
STHBAPK, PeBPAJH, allpélh, HIOHB,
WIOITh, CEHTAOPH, OKTAOPB, HOSOPB,

JEKAGDD e Abstract nouns tend to be feminine:

JKU3HB, CMEPTh, TFOOOBB

For other nouns in -b, you simply need to memorize the gender ®. Eventually, combinations like Mol c;10BApb
and mos aomaae should start “sounding better” to you than Mo cioBaps and Mol JTOIIazb.

e Here is a list of all the unpredictable nouns you had last year. (We’re certain you remember them all.)

Masculine Feminine
JIeHb (remember 1OOPEIH JCHB) JeTab
JLOKJIb JBEPb
Jarepb KpOBATH
MEIBEND KpPOBb
MmapeHsb (the meaning makes it clear) nomap
pyoID MaTh (the meaning makes it clear)
POsIB OCEcHb
CIIOBApb odepenp

mIOMAIh (remember KpacHas muidiaas)
poab

Cubnps (big part of Mother Russia)
1eJnb

qaCThb

4ETBEPTH
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Stupid trick: Think of a male (say, Harrison Ford, who is quite masculine) playing piano outside at a camp in the
rain while sitting next to a bear that is looking up a word in the dictionary and shoving millions of rubles down
Harrison’s shirt.

Or think of you and your mother waiting in line on Red Square in order to spend a quarter if not a third of your
fall vacation giving blood while lying in bed in Siberia in order to prevent a terrible disease. (Or something like
that.)

gb Have the adjectives agree with the noun. Same procedure as the previous exercise.

Start with 3to Xopolas Bellb

1. moporou 2. CIOBApH 3. wmoi 4. KpoBaTh 5. KpoBb

6. yuuTens 7. nBepb 8. Tpekparpiit 9. mapeHs 10. HOUB

11. neus 12. ;xu3HB 13. xopommii 14. Beurs 15. noémaae
16. GompIoOHi 17. 6uepenp 18. mareps 19. mwiomaas 20. KpacHbIH
3.B Uses of Nominative Case: Without a Preposition

3.B.1 Subject of Sentence

A noun (or pronoun) in the nominative case is very often the subject of the sentence. (The inverse is not always
true — the subject of the sentence is not always in the nominative. More on this when we cover the dative.)

Mosi KOIIKA CIIUT Ha TIOJTY. My cat is sleeping on the floor.

OH4 paboTaer KaK BOJ. She works like a dog.

IIyTHH AT00UT CIyNIATh PII-MY3EIKY. Putin likes to listen to rap music.
3.B.2 Identification: With 310 or just Noun (Pronoun) - Predicate

In so-called “frozen 3T0” constructions, the noun (or pronoun) being identified appears in the nominative.

DTo Mosl MalIfiHA. This is / That is / It ’s my car.
Ygé 510 OKHG? Whose window is this / that?
Kaxkéii 510 skypHAT? What magazine is that?

Note that in English, it’s possible to have the objective case (similar to Russian accusative) in these identification
constructions, i.e., English has me, us, while Russian uses the nominative of the pronoun:

310 1. 1t’s me.

Ot0 oHA? Is that her?

In these identification sentences it’s impossible to say 1o Mens / Jto eé / 1o Hac, etc.
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The nominative is also used in identification sentences without 31e, normally consisting of just two nouns (or a
pronoun + noun). Often a hyphen is used to separate the two parts:

OHn — npyax! He is a fool!

Marnra — TanaHTIUBEIN PHU3MK. Masha is a talented physicist.
Ona pycckas? Is she (a) Russian?
[To-mMbemy, oH amepuKaHel. 1 think he’s an American.

3. Some TV Vocabulary: Nporpamma, Cépus, KaHan

There are four nouns related to TV that can be quite confusing and that you need to keep straight. Of course, we
know that no Princeton students watch TV, but you should learn them just in case you’re ever in Russia and want
to watch «KT1o x04eT cTath MuInonépom?» (The show actually does exist.)

1) I'IpOFpéM Ma normally correspond to show, which can be either a TV series (The Simpsons, Friends,
Dallas) or a single airing of a show, while mepegaYa (which literally means “transmission”) usually refers
to the single airing of a show. In some instances these two nouns are entirely interchangeable, other times
there is a slight difference in meaning, which is not worth worrying about.

«IIlecThaecAT MUHYT» — MOS JIFOOUMAas IPOTPAMMA. 60 Minutes is my favorite show.

Kakas tBO4 mr06viMast mporpamma? What’s your favorite show?

«Bce mo0sT PiliMoHIa» — OUeHb HHTSNEKTYAThHAL Everybody Loves Raymond is a really intellectual
MporpaMMa. show.

51 Buepa cMOTpEN GUEHB MHTEPECHYIO IIPOIPAMMA O I saw a really interesting show yesterday about
PYCCKOI rpaMMATHEKE. Russian grammar.

2) CépVIFI is a specific episode of a show/series.

S duens mr061EO céputo, Tae Kpactu HaxOmuT ceoerd [ really like the episode where Krusty finds his

OTIIA. father.

Tel nOMHUTIB cépHro, rae yormm Kennn? Do you remember the episode where they killed
Kenny?

[Mo-moemy, 51 yxé Brea 3Ty CEPUIO. 1 think I've already seen this show/episode.

Kakas 3to cépus? Which episode is that?

2 HBOFBaMMa can be used to refer to a 7V station/network. We’ll i%nore that usa%e here.
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3) KaHan is channel or station. Use upét 1o + dative to ask or indicate what channel a show is on.

Kaxo6ii kaHAT TBI CMOTPHIIE? What channel are you watching?
[To xakomy Kanamy 3xech WaAET «Otpan? What channel is Oprah on here?

«KT0 X01UeT cTarh MUITHOHEPOM?» HAET 0 IEPBOMY  Who wants to be a millionaire is on channel one.
KaHAIy.

B jToM 314HUH 10X0 BAMHO IMATHIA KAHAIL. In this building channel 5 does not come in well (is
not seen well).

We should warn you that there is quite a bit of variation in TV vocabulary in Russian (certainly much more than
in English, where things are more or less fixed). So don’t panic if you hear a Russian use the “wrong” word for
show or channel.

gb MepeBeanTe Ha PyCCKUN:

1. What’s your favorite show? 2. What channel is Friends on?

3. Do you remember this episode? 4. It’s us!

5. His brother is a vampire 6. What station are you watching?
7. 1saw an interesting show yesterday about lawyers. 8. Whose glasses are these?

9. What show are you watching? 10. Which newspaper is that?

11. Whose jar of caviar is this? 12. This is my favorite episode.
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3-1 ypok — lomalwHee 3agaHue Umsa

,gg YnpaxHéHue 1 Fill in the correct singular endings. Use [ to indicate a zero ending.

1. Tnewm HOB CHH MaIInH ?

2. 4 whose 3T HOB CJI0BAp ?

3. OH 04YeHb IIOX H 371 MY>KUAH

4. Kak y Te0s CIeHATBHOCT ?

5. JIxoH Amamc — TpéT aMEPHKAHCK Hpe3UICHT

6. Amnpén cam KECTOK cruel MeécHI

7. 4 whose 3T KO ? On OUeHBb KPEIK

8. Tam mo JIIO0HM Kad

9. Kak CTPaHH U 31 CyIIeCTB

10. Ot ITOCTIETH 00JIpII Bomib [ouse (in hair).
11. 4 whose 3T I'ps3H KOMHAT

12. Kak 3T KaHAJ , BTOp ?

13. Tam ecTh O4YeHB JOPOT H BKYCH ¢dhpaHIy3cK BUH
14. Ham OEMYIIK — Tak [y

15. M OOIIEeIKATH — TpET 30AHH CIIéBa.
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16. Tam cTosa Gonbmt 9EpH JIOIIA

17. 'V Tebs 0UeHb KpacHB M

,@ YnpaxHéHue 2 :Fill in the blanks and then try your best to finish this mini-essay.

Mo TOOUM —
TV show (name of show)
Owna uaér
(what channel it’s on)
Mo TTOOUM , Tle

episode (say what happens in the space below)
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