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БородЌ и усѕ у менј ђчень бѕстро растѓт    My beard and mustache grow very fast 
 
 1 (ПЌша бежЏт в класс) (Pasha runs into class) 

УчЏтельница 1  
2  
3 

Я хочѓ знать, почемѓ ты кЌждый день 
опЌздываешь на занјтия.  Что ты дЎлаешь 
ѓтром? 

I want to know why you’re late for class 
every day.  What do you do in the morning? 

ПЌша 4  
5 

Обѕчно я встаї часђв в дЎвять.  Мђюсь, 
брЎюсь, чЏщу зѓбы.  

Usually I get up around 7:00.  I bathe, 
shave, brush my teeth. 

УчЏтельница 6 Ты кЌждый день брЎешься? You shave every day? 

ПЌша 7  
8 

ПочтЏ кЌждый день.  БородЌ и усѕ у менј 
ђчень бѕстро растѓт. 

Almost every day.  My beard and mustache 
grow very fast. 

УчЏтельница 9 Хорошо.  А потђм? OK, and then? 

ПЌша 10 Потђм я зЌвтракаю. Then I eat breakfast. 

УчЏтельница 11 А что ты ешь на зЌвтрак?   What do you eat for breakfast? 

ПЌша 12 
13 

Обѕчно я ем мЌленькую тарЎлку кЌши и пью 
чЌшку крЎпкого чёрного кђфе. 

Usually I eat a small bowl of (hot) cereal 
and drink a cup of strong black coffee. 

УчЏтельница 14 
15 
16 

Хорошђ.  Я тебЎ дам послЎдний шанс.  Ѓсли ты 
зЌвтра не придёшь вђвремя, я пошлї твоЏм 
родЏтелям письмђ. 

OK.  I’ll give you one last chance. If you 
don’t come on time tomorrow, I’m going to 
send a letter to your parents. 

ПЌша 17 Ѓсли вы пошлёте іто письмђ, я умрѓ. If you send that letter, I’m done for.  (I’ll 
die.) 

 
СловЌрь 
5 {брЎй+...(ся) / брЏ+...(ся)} // по- shave (oneself) 
7 бородЌ (accusative бђроду) beard  (This is actually a cognate – look at the consonants.) 
7 усѕ (genitive plural усђв) mustache (Always plural in Russian.) 
9 {раст+´ / рос+´ / растЏ}  grow (intransitive)  (See grammar explanation.) 
13 тарЎл/ка (о) bowl  (We had this word last year with the meaning plate.  It’s 

complicated.) 
13 кЌша cereal (Russians generally do not eat cold dry cereal with milk.  КЌша 

usually refers to a hot grain dish.) 
14 чЌш/ка (е) cup, mug 
15 шанс (дать комѓ-то послЎдний шанс) chance (give someone one last chance)   
16 вђвремя on time  Written as one word! 
16 посылЌй+ (слЌ+) // послЌ+  send (See grammar explanation of conjugation.) 
18 умирЌй+  // {умр+´ / у>мер+ / умерЎ+} die (See grammar explanation about the forms of the perfective.)  
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13.A Present Tense: Irregular Verbs  
 
Depending on the definintion of “irregular,” Russian could be said to have just four verbs that are truly irregular 
in the present tense.  Surely you remember the four: 
 

Infinitive есть  eat дать  give хотЎть  want бежЌть run 

я ем дам хочѓ бегѓ 

ты ешь дашь хђчешь бежЏшь 

он/Ќ ест даст хђчет бежЏт 

мы едЏм дадЏм хотЏм бежЏм 

вы едЏте дадЏте хотЏте бежЏте 

онЏ едјт дадѓт хотјт бегѓт 

 
These verbs are irregular in the sense that their endings that do not follow the standard patterns (up-to-snuff / 
guitar) of the present tense.   
 
Even within these four wild and crazy verbs there is a bit of regularity.  Both есть and дать share the same 
endings in all forms except the онЏ form, where дадѓт breaks the pattern of regular 2nd conjugation plural 
endings.  So, едЏм, едЏте, едјт have the “regular” 2nd conjugation endings. 
 
ХотЎть looks a regular e-stem except for the ты and он/Ќ forms, where you would not expect either the mutation 
of т>ч or the stress shift (given the stress on the ending in the plural forms). 
 
БежЌть looks a regular 1st conjugation г-stem in the я and онЏ forms, but becomes 2nd-conjugation in the middle 
forms.  Still, you do get the expected г>ж mutation in the ты, он/Ќ. мы, вы forms. 
 
  Translate the first sentence and then substitute the various pronouns: 
 
1. He wants some tea they I you (sing) we  you (plural) 
2. We’re eating ice cream you (sing) I they you (plural) she 
3. He’s running fast you (plural) we they you (sing) I 
4. When will she give him the keys they we you (plural) I you (sing) 
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13.Б Several Verbs of Note (Quasi-Regular) 
 
13.Б.1  Another double-stem verb: {брЎй+...(ся) / брЏ+...(ся)}// по- shave 
 
The verb {брЎй+...(ся) / брЏ+...(ся)} shave (either transitive - without ся, or intransitive - with ся) is just another 
double-stem verb.  The only thing of note is that, unfortunately, it’s another “oddball” double-stem; there’s not 
another verb in the entire language that has this same {ей/и} alternation in the two stems.   
 

ОнЌ два рЌза в недЎлю брЎет нђги. She shaves her legs twice a week. 

Я брЎюсь кЌждое ѓтро. I shave every morning. 

ОнЌ брЎет гђлову кЌждое лЎто. She shaves her head every summer. 

ГрЏша встал, побрѕлся, прЏнял душ, одЎлся, 
позавтракал, и пошёл на рабђту. 

Grisha got up, shaved, took a shower, got dressed, 
ate breakfast, and took off for work. 

 
 
 
13.Б.2  ПослЌ+ Send (Perfective) 
 
With the perfective verb послЌ+ send, after the a is truncated, the с actually mutates (predictably to ш), while the 
л becomes soft:  
 

Present Tense of 
послЌ+  send 

пошлї 
пошлёшь 
пошлёт 
пошлём 
пошлёте 
пошлїт 

 
The past tense and infinitive forms (which we’ll cover later on) are exactly as expected. 
 
 
13.Б.2a The Imperfective of ПослЌ+: Either СлЌ+ or ПосылЌй+ 
 
There are actually two possible imperfective forms for the verb send, either слЌ+, the forms of which are exactly 
like послЌ+, minus the prefix по-, or посылЌй+, which is a regular ай-stem.  The latter, посылЌй+, is much 
more common. 
 
As you might expect, this verb takes both a direct object in accusative (the thing sent) and an indirect in dative 
(the recipient).  If you wish to indicate where you send something, use в + accusative, as seen in the final 
example below: 
 

Я тебЎ зЌвтра пошлї дЎньги. I’ll send you the money tomorrow. 

ВЎра кЌждый мЎсяц посылЌет Бђре длЏнное 
письмђ. 

Vera sends Borya a long letter every month. 

Скђлько стђит послЌть письмђ в КитЌй? How much does it cost to send a letter to China? 
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13.Б.3  The many stems for the verb grow; increase in height: {раст+´ / рос+´ / растЏ} 
 
Last year we saw the past tense of the pefective verb grow up вѕрос, вѕросла, вѕросли and we indicated that 
you should only use this verb in the past tense. There was a reason for this.  It turns out that this verb, as well as 
related verbs with the same basic root, actually has three different stems: present/imperative раст+´; past рос+´ 
(note the change in vowel!); while the infinitive is растЏ (we’ll discuss this in greater depth later).  Here are all 
the forms: 
 

{раст+´ / рос+´ / растЏ}  grow 
Present 
 растѓ 
 растёшь 
 растёт 
 растём 
 растёте 
 растѓт 
 
Past 
 рос 
 рослЌ 
 рослђ 
 рослЏ 
 
Infinitive 
 растЏ 

 
 
13.Б.3а Intransitive vs. transitive grow  
 
РастЏ means grow; increase in size and is strictly intransitive (i.e., does not take a direct object).  Note that 
English also has a transitive verb grow, as in grow a beard/mustache.  For this transitive grow Russian has a 
separate verb: отрЌщивай+ // отрастЏ+.  Both the imperfective and perfective are perfectly regular verbs. 
 
 
To say grow flowers/corn/marijuana, a different verb (but with the same basic root) is used.  It’s вырЌщивай+ // 
вѕрасти+.  Again, both of these verbs are perfectly regular.  
 

Бђже мђй!  Как бѕстро ЛЎна растёт! My goodness!  How quickly Lena is growing! 

Мой сосЎд не лїбить брЏться, и поітому решЏл 
отрастЏть бђроду. 

My roommate doesn’t like to shave and so he 
decided to grow a beard. 

В ГоллЌндии растѓт ђчень красЏвые цветѕ. Very beautiful flowers grow in Holland. 

В ГоллЌндии вырЌщивают ђчень красЏвые цветѕ. They grow very beautiful flowers in Holland. 
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13.Б.4  A “triple-stem” verb: perfective die {умр+´ / у>мер+ / умерЎ+ } 
 
Last year we only saw the the past tense forms of the verb die: Он ѓмер, ОнЌ умерлЌ, ОнЏ ѓмерли. Based on 
these forms, the stem appears to be у>мер+.  In the present tense (with future meaning), however, the stem is 
умр+´, while the infinitive is built from the stem умерЎ+.  Sorry, but there just is no simple way around it – there 
are three distinct stems for this (and a few other) verbs, all of which contain the consonant р.   
 
There actually is pattern within these stems: present/imperative in р+´ / past (with shifting stress) in        > ер+  / 
infinitive in ерЎ+ .  So, going from left to right (from present to past to infinitive) you add an е at each step, first 
before the р, then after the р: 
 

“Triple-Stem” Verbs in Р ´ / > ЕР / ЕРЃ 
умр+´/ у>мер+ / умерЎ+ die запр+´ / за>пер+ / заперЎ+ lock 
Present 
 умрѓ 
 умрёшь 
 умрёт 
 умрём 
 умрёте 
 умрѓт 

Imperative 
 умрЏ/те! (note nice!) 

Past 
 ѓмер 
 умерлЌ 
 ѓмерли 

Infinitive 
 умерЎть 

Present 
 запрѓ 
 запрёшь 
 запрёт 
 запрём 
 запрёте 
 запрѓт 

Imperative 
 запрЏ/те! 

Past 
 зЌпер 
 заперлЌ 
 зЌперли 

Infinitive 
 заперЎть 

 
Some examples: 
 

Егђ женЌ умерлЌ от рЌка два гђда назЌд. His wife died from cancer two years ago. 

- Ты зЌпер дверь?  -- Нет, сейчЌс запрѓ. - Did you lock the door?  -- No, I’ll lock it right 
now. 

Ѓсли я сейчЌс не вѕпью вђды, я умрѓ. If I don’t drink some water immediately, I’ll die. 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский:  
 
1. That tree is growing very fast. 2. My father shaves about twice a week. 
3. I’m afraid that my great-grandmother will die soon. 4. I’ll send you the money in a week. 
5. He decided to grow a beard. 6. My parents send me photographs of my sister every 

week. 
7. Vera decided to shave her head. 8. I was born in Moscow but grew up in Paris. 
9. I (Natasha) sent them the article last week. 10. Her great-grandfather died of heart attack in May. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Give the verb forms.  Try not to look back at the lesson: 
 
eat 
 
 

send (perfective) 
 
Stem 

grow (intransitive) 
 
Stems 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 
 
give (perfective) 
 
 

run 
 
 

want 
 
 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 
 
die 
 
Stems: 

shave (intransitive) 
 
Stems: 

send (imperfective) 
 
Stems: 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

я ___________________________ 

вы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  ПереведЏте на рѓсский:  
1.  I shave every morning. 
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2.  She shaves her legs three times a month. 

3.  I eat a large bowl of hot cereal for breakfast every day. 

4.  If you don’t send Mark the medicine лекЌрство, he will die. 

5.  He has a long black beard and a mustache. 

6.  Who wants a cup of strong black coffee? 

7.  If you don’t arrive on time, I’ll kill you. 

8.  I’ll send you the money after I move to Moscow. 

 
 
 
 


