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4 2 Teker: OH4a ndxe npe3upaema
She is even despised

A Little More Grammar: The Passive Voice

Before describing the formation and usage of present passive participles, let’s look at the passive voice in general.
Most of you have a general idea of what a passive sentence looks like. If not, now is the time to find out. In the
sentences below we have labeled the various nouns with the cases they would bear in Russian.

Active Passive
a) The soldiers ypy s destroyed the village 4-¢ The village yop s was destroyed (by the soldiers) pygrp
6) Kira y ), translated the article ¢ in 1983 The article ypy, was translated (by Kira) jerp in 1983
6) Thieves yoyy Steal a car 4o every 20 seconds A car yoyyis stolen (by thieves) jyerp every twenty seconds
2) The FBI yy, will arrest her o tomorrow She oy Will be arrested (by the FBI) jyorp tomorrow

What Gets Changed/Added Between Active and Passive Constructions:

1. The (accusative) direct object of the active sentence (village, article, car, her),
becomes the (nominative) subject of the passive sentence: (village, article, song,
she).

2. The nominative subject of the active sentence (soldiers, Kira, thieves, the FBI) is
optionally expressed in the passive in a “by-phrase,” which corresponds to the
bare instrumental in Russian. Sometimes this “by-phrase” sounds perfectly
natural (sentences a, 0 and r are fine — at least to me); other times, though not
grammatically incorrect, sentences with a “by-phrase” sound “awkward”. (I’'m not
in love with the “by-phase” in sentence B.)

3. A form of the verb be is inserted. Note that it can be past (a, 6) present (8) or
future ().

4. Sometimes, a different form of the main verb is required: steal > stolen; arrest >
arrested.

Grammatical Changes Between Active and Passive Sentences

Active Passive
Direct Object (Accusative) > Subject (Nominative)
Subject > In “by phrase” (Instrumental) — optional
Regular Verb > Be+ Verb (possibly different)
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Some Differences Between Active and Passive Participles

* Passive Participles — Only from Transitive Verbs

When describing the formation of active participles we really didn’t have to pay attention to the meaning of the
verb. The one restriction was that only imperfective verbs could form present active participles, but that didn’t
have anything to do the meaning of the verb. Passive participles, on the other hand, can normally only be formed
from “true” transitive verbs, i.e., verbs that take an accusative direct object. Verbs that govern any other case, or
that are followed by a prepositional phrase, or that are intransitive cannot normally form passive participles.

Verbs That Cannot Be Passived in Russian
Verbs (Verb Phrases)

HOMOT- , 3aBHJ/IOBa-+, MeTaii+, etc.

Reason They Can’t Be Passivized

Takes a dative complement
CMOTpE+ Ha, 3a60TH ...CH O Takes a prepositional phrase complement

JyMaii+, cujé+ Verbs are intransitive

00s+...c51, 3aHUMA+...cq No -es1 verbs can take accusative

Thus, sentences like / was helped (by a stranger); He was envied (by everyone); She was taken care of (by her
sister); He was feared (by his students) cannot be expressed using a passive participle in Russian. (We’ll tell you
later on how to “passivize” these kinds of verbs.)

* Passive Participles — Not Just From Komdpuwui Clauses

For both present and past active participles, we emphasized that they are equivalent to clauses containing
KOTOPBIii in the nominative case. As we would expect (based on what we saw just above), passive participles are
equivalent to clauses containing koTOpbIi in the accusative case. However, passive participles can also be
formed from single clauses, where no koTépsIii is present. The English sentences on the first page of this lesson
are perfect examples. Here are some more “non-KoTOpbIi~ passive sentences:

Active Sentence — No koTOphbIf Passive Sentence — Short Form Participle

John sent an angry e-mail to Moby. An angry e-mail was sent to Moby (by John).

This house was built in 1875 (by Nancy).

Nancy built this house in 1875.

It is, of course, possible to form relative clauses with these phrases (using accusative koTépble), but we have to
add an entire clause:

Active Sentence — Accusative KOTOpbIN Passive Sentence — Long Form Participle

The angry e-mail which John to Moby appeared on
the front page on the New York Times

The angry e-mail (which was) sent (by John) to
Moby appeared on the front page of the New York
Times

I want to buy the house that Nancy built in 1875

I want to buy the house (which was) built in 1875

(by Nancy)

Passive sentences derived from active sentences with no relative clause use a short-form passive participle, while
phrases derived from sentences with a relative clause (accusative koTopbIii) take the long-form. Much more on
this below.
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Passive Participles

*  Basic Overview of Passive Participles

Passive participles describe what was (is being / will be) done to the modified noun.

42.A  Present Passive Participles: Form

The first thing we should note is that of the four types, present passive participles are by far the least commonly
found — it’s not even close. You could go a long time without ever encountering a present passive participle, even
in written form.

(Remember - only from imperfective transitive verbs): -M- (= Mbl form + ending)

Simply take the present tense MbI-form and add the appropriate adjectival ending:

Present Tense mbi-form

Present Passive
Participle
(in various CNGs)

YHTAEM yuTaeMas

yBaXKaem yBa)Xkaemoe

OTKpBIBAEM OTKPBIBAEMBIMU

obcyKaaem obcyKaaeMplie
Stress does not shift from where it 1s in the stem:

< /e

Ky KYPAMYIO

TFOOTH TIO6AMBIM

BBIHOCIH BBIHOCHUMOM

Stems in {aii+" / -aBaii+} use the infinitive/past stem (-aBait), similar to the imperative:

{3amaii+" / 3amaBdii+}

3aaBaeMoe

{y3Hali+" / y3HABA¥+}

Y3HABAEMBIX

A few exceptions (what would a grammar lesson be without exceptions?):

HecéM but... HecoOMoe
BenéM but... BeJOMBIE
umem but HCKOMEBIH (mutation undone)
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Many, many transitive verbs do not normally form a present passive participle. Here are a few:

No Present Passive Particple Form

v > s >
{mpii+ / mi+ }; {MO¥+ / MBI+}; JK1a+;
HCA+, CMOTpPe+; TOBOPH+; YUil+

Notice that it’s not strictly a matter of form. The u-stem xpann+ forms a present passive participle, but ropopn+
does not.

As expected, present passive participles agree with the noun they modify in CNG. The fact that passive
participles (both present and past) are equivalent to accusative xotopsrii clauses makes no difference; once the
participle is formed the only thing that matters is the case of the modified noun:

Ha cToné nexxut kamra, untaemas cryaéatamu. (Feminine Nominative Singular)
On the table there is the book (which is) being read by the students.

Uro T8I gyMaetisb o Bonpoce, oocyxaaemMom komutéToMm? (Masculine Prepositional Singular)
What do you think about the question (which is) being discussed by the committee?

gb Form Present Passive Participles. Use Masculine Nominative Singular.

1. oOHuMAI+ 2. oObscHSI+

3. XpaHH+ 4. mokymai+

5. {3amaii+’ / 3amaBaiit+} 6. obcyxmali+

7. Kyphr 8. unTaii+

9. momHHUMAI+ 10. B&a+" (exception!)

42.6 Present Passive Participles: Meaning

There are several ways to translate present passive participles:

1) which is being decided, read, observed, etc

As we mentioned above, the subject of the active sentence may appear in the instrumental (with no preposition) in
the passive, normally with the meaning “by”.

CTynéHTHI He COOMPAIOTCS MUCATH COUMHEHHUS, The students don’t intend to write the compositions

3aJlaBdeMBbIe TPOPECCOPOM. which are being assigned by the professor.

OTo KHUTa unTaeMas Bce AMEPUKOH This is the book which is being read by all
America.
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2) equivalent to the English suffix “-ible; -able’

He3a0BIBAeMBIH unforgettable
HECKJIOHSCMBIH indeclinable (nouns, adjectives, etc.)
HEBBIHOCHUMBIH unbearable
Hey3HaBaeMEIi unrecognizable
VY Hero6 He3aObIBaeMas yIIBIOKA. He has an unforgetttable smile.
J1d MeHA IpUIACTHS HEBEIHOCUMBI. Participles are unbearable for me.

3) A number of present passive participles have made the complete transition to “adjectivehood” similar to the
way that HacTosimuii and exéayrwomuii are now considered adjectives, rather than present active participles.
Among the adjectives that “started out” as present passive participles are:

yBa)kaeMBbIit respected, Dear (used in official
situations and salutations)
JIIOOMMEIH Jfavorite; beloved
YBaxkaeMmslii mpodéccop Opeitnéns! Dear Professor Freidel (no relation)!
S Bac Tepméth He Mory! Hecmotps Ha To, 9TO 1 can’t stand you! Despite the fact that Russian is
PYCCKHH SI3BIK MOH JTFOOUMBIH MPEeIMET, BEI — my favorite subject, you are an unbearable person.

HEBBIHOCUMBIN YeTIOBEK!

We’ll shortly be seeing several more adjectives (and derived adverbs) that are related to present passive
participles.
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42.b.1 Long-form vs. Short-form Passive Participles

Unlike active participles, which always appear in the long-form (i.e., with a full adjectival ending: -oe, -as, -eMy,
-MMH, etc.), passive participles can also occur in the short-form (which is restricted to predicate position —i.e.
only after a form of the verb be and never preceding the noun). Recall also that short-form adjectives can
appear only in nominative case. (The choice between long-form vs. short-form in predicate position is rather
complicated, so we’ll avoid it for now.)

As mentioned above, the short-form is used when the passive sentence is derived from a ‘non-koTopbIi’ active
sentence. If the present passive participle is equivalent to an accusative KoTopblIii clause, you must use the long
form.

Here are more examples of short-form present passive participles - no koropslii around. Note that the verb be
can appear in past or future (despite the fact that the participle is called a present passive):

Active Passive
Bcee npesupanu Tamapy Tamapa OpLTa IIpe3upacMa (BCEMH)
Everyone despised Tamara Tamara was despised (by everyone)
Bcee nmiobar Péimonna Péiimonst mobnm (BcéMn)
Everyone loves Raymond Raymond is loved (by everyone)
S He BEIHECY TIOTOTY IToroma 6yneT HEBRIHOCHMA
1 will not bear the weather The weather will be unbearable

Examples of long-form present passive participles - from accusative koTophIif clauses. Pre-posing is possible:

Active Passive
Hukomy He OHpABHTCS KapTHHA, KOTOPYIO Hukomy He IIOHpABMTCSA KapTHHA, pUCYeMast
Amta pucyer. Annoii.
No one will like the picture that Alla is drawing. No one will the picture that is being drawn by Alla.
S mHTEpECYIOCh IPOOIEMOI, KOTOPYIO ABTOP S HHTEPeCYIOCHh OIUCHIBAEMOH ABTOPOM
OITACHIBAET. IpPOOIEMOH.
I am interested in the problem that the author is I am interested in the problem that is being
describing. described by the author.

gb Make these sentences (or clauses within them) passive when possible:

1. Bce mpesuparot despise BaTio. 2. TwI umMTand cTaThIO, KOTOPYIO JI€HA 00CYKIACT?
3. S zaBAmyro Marme. 4. CtyaéHtsl yBaxkaroT npodéccopa.
5. Te6¢ HpaBUTCA KapTHHA, KOTOPYI0O MHIIa pHCYET 6. Bce Gositest Uropst.
draw?
7. HukTo He IOHHUMAET TeOpHIO, KOTOpYyIo HiiHa 8. S He BeIHOWIY bear 3Ty CUTYAITHIO.

OIUCHIBaeT describe.

9. Yro THI IyMaemib O 3aIaHHH, KOTOPOE HAI 10. Bes Pocciis 9HTAET ATOT pOMAH.
npogéccop 3amaét?
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Present Passive Participles: Text

We want to emphasize (again) that this text contains an artificially large number of present passive participles.
Even the most die-heard participle junkie would never include this many participles, let alone these rarely found
present passive participles, in a single paragraph. But we want you to get more than your fix of these exotic

participles.

%

1 ¥YBaxkaemble CTyJIEHTEI PYCCKOTO SI3BIKA!

2 JKénnmne, onmickiBaeMoii 31ech, OUeHb TpycTHO. HecMoTps Ha TO, UTO OHA MOCBSNIAET BCE CBOE

3 BpéMA CBOUM CTYIACHTaM, OHA He JI0OMMa UMHU, Jake Mpe3npaemMa. OHA MpenoaaéT MaTeMATHKY, HO,

4 KOHEUHO, HX JIOOUMBIH IIpeaMET UcTOpuA. Mg He€ Takas CHTyaIusi HeBbIHOCAMA. HukTo He aémaeT

5 JIOMAIITHUX 3aJIAHWI, 331aBaeMbIX €10. HUKTO He 0OpaniaeT BHUMAHHS HA KAPTHHBI, pUcYyeMble € ChIHOM.

6  Hukrto He ciaymaeT HezaObIBASMBIE IIECHH, COUMHIEMBIC €€ T0Uephio. MHe e€ OUeHb JKAIKO.

CnoBapb

1 | yBaxkaemsrit

here: Dear (official greeting) but note that it is the same as the present passive
participle from the verb yBaxkaii+.

2 | omrchIBalit // onHcat

describe

2 | mocBAmIA#+ // TocBATHA+ (T IIT)
YO KOMY/uemy

dedicate (what to what/whom)

3 | mpe3upaii+

despise

3 | {npenojgaii+’ / mpenonaBaii+ }
(Imperfective only) + ymo komy

teach (a subject to whom) You can’t use this for teaching someone to do
something. We’ll cover that later.

4 | curyanus

situation

< . ,
4 | BBIHOCH+ // BBIHEC+

bear, endure; put up with

5 |éro Instrumental of ona. (The “normal” form is eif, but for some bizarre reason, in
a passive construction every Russian I’ve ever met insists on é10.)
5 | KapTHHa picture; painting

5 | pucoma+ // Ha-

draw
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,gg YnpaxHéHue 1 Translate the text into natural sounding English and send it via e-mail

,gg YnpaxHéHue 2 Form present passive participles, when possible. Use any CNG you wish

1. couunHsi+ 2. o6l

3. omucar 4. {3amaii+ / 3amaBaii+}
5. wuara 6. pemaii+

7. 3aHUMAI+...cH 8. cuné+

9. mnepesomit+ translate (imperfective) 10. BBIHOCEH

11. 3aBumoBa+ 12. yBaskaii+

2<  YnpaxHénue 3 Transform these sentences into passive

1. Mase 64eHb HPABHUTCA KapTHHA, KOTOPYIO JI€HAa OIFICHIBAET.

2. Komwurér o6cyxkaaer Bompoc.

3. Ero6 mo6rmmu Bee. (Think about how to express tense!)

4. Becs [IpriHCTOH UNTACT €TO HOBYIO MBECY.

5.V Hero6 ynpIOKa, KOTOPYIO HHKTO He MOXKeT 3a0bITh. (Think about this!)
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