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70

Bek XMBUW — BEK y4YUCb

Live and learn

Aus 1 | Yxé nBenanmarsiii yac. [ e xxe Buta? OH Mue It’s already after 11. Where the heck is Vitya? He
2 | moskeH cto nomwtapoB. OH yxéE TpH pasza obeman | owes me $100. He’s already promised three times
3 | BepHYTbH MHE JICHBTH. to pay me back (return the money to me).
Tépa |4 |4 He 3HAIO, IPUAET M OH. I don’t know whether (or not) he’s coming.
Aus |5 | Ownxe obeman npuiTh. Benp s coBcéM Ha MeJIn. But he promised to come. I'm flat broke. I won’t
6 | S momyuy crunéHauI0 TOIBKO 4épe3 Henémrw. MHe | get my stipend for another week. Idon’t have
7 | Hé Ha YTO KHTh. anything to live on.
Iépa |8 |OH cka3an, 4to €cau oH OyaeT cBoOOIeH, TO, He said that if he’s free, then maybe he’ll stop by
9 | MOXKeT OBITh, 3aHAET MUHYT Ha NECSITh. 3a4éM ThI | for ten minutes or so. Why did you lend him the
10 | ODOJKIIIA €My OEHBIH? money?
Ans |11 | Xots y6éii, He 3H410. OH MeHS IPOCTO YMOJIAIL. For the life of me, I don’t know. He practically
begged me.
I'épa |12 | Eciiu ObI 51 ObIT HA TBOEM MECTE, S OB HHU 34 9TO HEe | If [ were in your shoes, I wouldn’t have leant Vitya
13 | omdmwkuBan Bute néupru. OH Takoi HeHAXEKHBIA. | the money for anything in the world. He is so
unreliable.
Ausi |14 | Bek *KUBH — BeK yuHch. Live and learn.
CnoBapb

2 | momKk(e)H; MOIDKHA; TOIKHEI + dative + amount in
accusative

owe someone money (See grammar)

5 | (ObITH) HA MeNH

MCJIb

shoal

be broke (have no money)

6 | cTunéHaus

stipend; scholarship

12 | HH 3a 4TO

not for anything in the world (Contrast this with né 3a uro , a
common response to cmacudo, which means there is nothing
to thank me for.)

13 | He/HaAEKHBIN

un/reliable (Related to Hanési+...cs)

15 | BeK )KUBH — BEK YUNCh

live and learn (A nice fixed expression which Russian use
quite often — hint: will be on exam.)
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70-1 ypok

70.A

Owing Someone Money (for Non-Princeton Grads)

To express the idea of owing someone (a sum of) money, use the following construction. Note the odd stress
pattern of moJKen, mokua, 1o/kHBI (if the stress shifts to the end in the feminine, it’s supposed to return to the
stem in the plural — but the form is moaKHBI):

controls agreement

A\ 4

Person Who Owes

aonxeH /| pomxkHa /

Amount Owed

Person Owed

(Nominative) AOJIKHbI (Accusative) (Dative)
Banuk TOIDKEH CTO IOJIIApOB cBoeMy mpodéccopy
JIéna JTOJDKHA THICSTY PyOICii Hpe
Er6 pomirenn JIOJIKHEI nBa (hpaHka KaKOK-TO aKTpHrce

Word order can vary — pronouns (the person to whom the money is owed) tend to precede the amount:

S emy nOKEH TRICATY TOJIIapOB.

OnHa MHE J0JKHA CTO pyOIIEi.

CKOJIBKO THI UM JOJKEH?

Brr MEE nOmKHE* 1Ba qOUTapa.

1 owe him $1000.

She owes me 100 rubles.

How much do you owe them?

You owe me $2.

*Recall that BbI — when referring to one person — combines with plural short-form adjectives, but singular long-
form, which reflect gender: Bei, Bépa AuTOHOBHA, OYeHb YMHAasL.

@ Say who owes whom how much:

She / me / $20.

1

3. Vera/ our Russian professor / 100 rubles.
5. I(m)/you (sing) / 50 rubles.
7

My ex-husband / us / a ton yiima of money.

He / her / $500.

A

70-2

I (f) / no one / anything
Vadik / who / that money?
The president / wife / $1,000,000,000.




70-1 ypok FpammaTtuka

70.6 Jln - The Whether Man (Mostly Review)

When English if can be replaced by whether, you must use a au construction in Russian. Exactly one syntactic
unit (not necessarily just one word) must appear before 1u. Most often it is the verb that is found before au, but
any single syntactic unit is possible. There are three or four phrases that most commonly “trigger” a jin

construction, which appear in bold in the examples below:

51 He 3HAIO0, TPUAET TN OHA.
HuxkTO He 3HAET, IPUHSIH JTH €.

BrI He 3HAeTe, MHOTO 11 BaHs 3anumaercs?

51 ne yBépen, urpaet mu Mama Ha ruTape.
OHa He yBépeHa, moHpaBUTCS Jin [¥iMa e€ OTITy.

MbI He yBépeHbI, TOYUCTIIIHN JIH IETH 3YOBI.

OH He cKa34J1, TOYNHII T OpaT MOH YacHL.
Hyina He cka3iyia, MTOHPABUIACH JIM €1 TIECHS.

OHn He cKka3ajM, cMesicsa 1n Makc Hal STHM.

51 He MOMHIO, BEIUTPAI JIX HAIIIA KOMAH/IA.

To1 He méMHMIIB, 3371211 111 BOpst podéccopy
BoTIpOC?

Onil He NOMHAT, noy4dana u 1161 xopomune
OTMETKH.

Ko6as meHsi cipocisi, HHTEPECYIOCH JIU 5T MY3BIKOM.
S eré cpocii, NOWAET M OH C HAMHU.

Taus Hac cnpociiia, 3H4€M JIM MBI 3TOTO MAPHSL.

I don’t know whether she’s coming.
No one knows whether she was accepted.

Do you happen to know whether Vanya studies a
lot?

I’'m not sure whether Masha plays the guitar.
She’s not sure whether her father will like Dima.

We’re not sure whether the children brushed their
teeth.

He didn’t say whether his brother fixed my watch.
Nina didn’t say whether she liked the song.
They didn’t say whether Maks laughed at it.

1 don’t remember whether our team won.

Don’t you remember whether Borya asked the
professor a question?

They don’t remember whether Polya got good
grades.

Kolya asked me whether I was interested in music.
1 asked him whether he would come with us.

Tanya asked us whether we knew that guy.



FpammaTtuka 70-1 ypok

G@ MNepeBeanTe Ha pycCKu:

1. Idon’t know whether he plays the drums. 2. Kira doesn’t remember whether she took an
umbrella.

3. She’s not sure whether her father alive. 4. He asked me whether I liked the performance.

5. T’ll ask her whether she’s free tonight. 6. For the life of me I don’t remember whether

Masha was at the party.
7. They didn’t say whether they caught the thief. 8. I will ask Sveta whether she’s coming on Friday.
9. Idon’t remember whether I (f) paid for the book. 10. We’re not sure whether he speaks Polish.

70.b.1 Only one verbal element can precede jin

For compound verbs (conjugated verb + infinitive — either the imperfective future with 6ya+ or a modal verb like
xXouy, MO:kemb, yméeT, etc.) only the conjugated verb precedes jm — the infinitive follows:

4 He 3HAI0, OYAET U OH MUCATH JTUCCEPTAITHIO. I don’t know whether he will write a dissertation.
Bépa He yBépeHa, X04eT JI1 OHA YYATHCH 37ECh. Vera isn’t certain whether she wants to study here.
Mpuma He 3HAET, CMOKeT JTM OH MPUUTH CeTOTHS Misha doesn’t know whether he’ll be able to come
BEYEPOM. tonight.
4 He nOMHIO, yméeT i BOpst HTPATH HA CKPUIIKE. 1 don’t remember whether Borya knows how to
play the violin.
70.b.2 The word or phrase in question precedes jin

The general rule is that the element in question precedes nu. As we mentioned above, normally it’s the verb that
precedes sm, but it is really the thing that is in question (and can be a noun, an adjective, even a prepositional
phrase). Thus, in the examples below, the speaker already knows that the action was performed, they are just
trying to clarify a specific aspect of that action: where someone went, what color the thing was, exactly what day
someone will arrive, etc. In English we normally use intonation to get this “item in question” meaning across.

41 He mOMHIO, B MOCKBE JTH MBI IIO3HAKOMHMIIHCH. I don’t remember whether we met in Moscow (it
may have been in Rome).

Omna crpocria, Bépa imu ykpana OpHUTHAHTHL. She asked whether Vera stole the diamonds (if may
have been Nina).

51 He yBépeHa, B cy000Ty 7T OHA IPUENET. I'm not sure whether he coming on Saturday (it
may be on Friday).

S He 3HAI0, KPACHYIO JIM OHA B3sJIA KHUTY. I don’t know whether she took the red book (it may

have been the blue one).
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________________________________]

For almost all of the above examples, you can add mam and give an alternative:

51 He yBépeHa, B cyO0OTY 1M OHA IPUENET WK B I'm not sure whether he coming on Saturday (it
MSATHUILY. may be on Friday).

51 He 3HAI0, KPACHYIO JIM OHA KyIIJia MAIIUHY WA I don’t know whether she bought a red car or a
0ényto. white one.

@ MepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKU:

1. Tdon’t know whether he can sing. 2. Gena doesn’t remember whether Lena arrived on
Friday (it may have been Saturday).

3. Zina didn’t say whether she wants to go (moiitn) 4. I (m) asked her whether she will work tomorrow.
to the dance with us.

5. He doesn’t remember whether they went to 6. She’s not sure whether she will be able to help us.
Moscow (it may have be Rome).

7. Kira asked me whether Vera stole the diamonds 8. Idon’t remember whether Tolstoy wrote Anna
(it may have been Nina) Karenina (it may have been Stephen King).

9. Idon’t know whether I will have in enough time 10. Mark asked me whether that letter was from Lena
to write the article. (it may have been from Dunya).

70.6.1 Ectb 1 # Ecin

When questioning the very existence (often involving possession) of a thing, the verb ects (unchanging) appears
before m: ecth in. Do not mix this up with écom.

Bops He cka3an, ecTs U y HErd MmoApyra. Borya didn’t say whether he has a girifriend.
51 He 3H410, ecThb 1n OH B [IprHCTOHE. I don’t know whether he’s in Princeton.
41 ne yBépen, ectb mu y Ko mammHa. I'm not sure whether Kolya has a car.

In the past and future, use a conjugated form of the verb be, which agrees with the nominative subject in the lower
clause:

51 He yBépeHa, OyAyT 11 y MeHsI IEHBIH. I'm not sure whether I’'m going to have any money.

Hukto He 3HaeT, Oyaewms au Tl pUHAT B [IprHCTOH.  No one knows whether you'll be accepted at
Princeton.

Omna He ckazana, OBUTO JIM MMBO HA BEUCPUHKA. She didn’t say whether there was beer at the party.

On He ckazan, 6put 1 CnaBa Ha COOpAHUH. He didn’t say whether Slava was at the meeting.
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G& MNepeBeanTe Ha pycCKu:

1. I’m (f) not sure if he has (any) money. 2. She didn’t say whether Nina was at the
performance.

3. Idon’t know if they will be home at 6. 4. Grisha doesn’t remember whether there was beer
at the party.

5. Galya didn’t say whether she had children. 6. Nina doesn’t know whether Vadik had the money.

7. He asked me whether I would be at the concert. 8. Idon’t know whether Dima has a car.

70.b.1 JIn Without an Introductory Clauses: JIu # Whether

A aum construction can also be found in an independent clause (without any s1 He 3HA10; OHA He cKa34Ja, etc.),
though many Russians consider this quite “bookish.” Here jmm is not equivalent to whether — and really has no
overt translation in English.

3HaeTe JIM BbI, KaK € 30ByT? Do you know what her name is?
He ommbaercs mu ou? Is he mistaken?
Bbyner mu ona 3aech? Will she be here?

(This is yet another construction found almost exclusively in writing that is for recognition only.)
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70-1 ypok — [lomawiHee 3agaHue Nma

/Qf YnpaxHéHue 1 Translate and finish the sentences using nu

1. I’m not sure...

2. My parents don’t remember...

3. My roommate didn’t say...

4. Why doesn’t anyone know...

5. The other day someone asked me...

25 YnpaxHéHue 2 [lepeBeanTte Ha pycCKui

1. I’m broke — as usual.

2. Vera owes me $100.
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70-1 ypok domaluHee 3agaHue

3. Live and learn! (Try to learn this phrase — don’t just copy it.)

4. 1 wouldn’t [verb of your choice] for anything in the world.

2S5 YnpakHénme 4 V O D:

{y6bn+" | yon+} Kill (Perfective)

Verb Type / Conjugation Type
PRESENT (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE)
A OH
oH(4) OHA
OHU OHH
Imperative Infinitive

PARTICIPLES AND GERUNDS (NOT ALL ARE POSSIBLE!)

Pres Active Past Active
Pres Passive PPPP
Pres Gerund Past Gerund
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