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80-1 

ТвоЏ часѕ отстаїт минѓт на дЎсять   Your watch is about ten minutes slow 
 

КЏра 1 СЌша, скђлько врЎмени (котђрый час)?   Sasha, what time is it? 

СЌша 2 СейчЌс без десятЏ два. It’s ten to two. 

КЏра 3  
4  
5  
6  
7 

Ты увЎрен?  Я дѓмала, что твоЏ часѕ отстаїт 
минѓт на пятнЌдцать.  Ѓсли іто так, то ужЎ 
пять минѓт трЎтьего, а мы с ЛЎной 
договорЏлись встрЎтиться рђвно в чЎтверть 
трЎтьего.  Я боїсь, что опјть опоздЌю. 

Are you sure?  I thought you watch was around 15 
minutes slow.  If that’s true, then it’s already five 
after two, and Lena and I agreed to meet at exactly 
2:15.  I afraid that I’m going to be late again. 

СЌша 8  
9  
10 
11 

Не нЌдо спешЏть.  РЌньше часѕ у менј 
отставЌли, но я их починЏл.  ТепЎрь я нарђчно 
их постЌвил, чтобы онЏ спешЏли на дЎсять 
минѓт.  И сейчЌс я никогдЌ не опЌздываю. 

There’s no need to hurry.  My watch used to be 
slow, but I fixed it.  Now I intentionally set it so that 
it’s ten minutes fast.  And now I’m never late. 

КЏра 12 
13 

КЌждый схђдит с умЌ по-свђему. Ну, покЌ, я 
пошлЌ.   

To each his own.  Well, I’ll see you later, I’m outta 
here. 

СЌша 14 А когдЌ вернёшься? When will you be back? 

КЏра 15 Іколо девятЏ. Around nine. 

СЌша 16 ВЎчера? PM? 

КЏра 17 Нет, утрЌ.  Я бѓду у ЛЎны ночевЌть.   No, AM.  I’m going to sleep over Lena’s. 

 
СловЌрь 
 
3 {отстай+´ / отставЌй+} на + time (watch/clock) runs slow (by time) 

4 Ўсли...то 
 
Ўсли іто так 

if...then 
 
if that’s true; if that’s the case 

6 рђвно (в + time) exactly; precisely at 

9 чини<+ // по- fix; repair 

9 нарђчно intentionally; on purpose 

10 стЌви+ // по- часѕ set a watch/clock 

10 спешЏ+ на + time (watch/clock) runs fast (by time)  

16 вЎчера PM  (See grammar.) 

17 утрЌ AM (See grammar.) 
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80.A Telling Time 
 
(You’re in luck.  There’s practically nothing new in this lesson that you didn’t have last year.  The only catch is 
that we really expect you to become masters of telling time this time.) 
 
 
The question What time is it? is either Скђлько врЎмени? or Котђрый час? (There doesn’t seem to be any 
difference between the two.) 
 
The response normally begins СейчЌс..., though this may be left out. 
 
The rest of the response depends on what time it is.  There are 3 possibilities: 
 
• :00 (on the hour) 
 
Just say the number of hours plus the correct form of час.  For 1:00 just say час.  Actually, as in English, you can 
just say the cardinal number and leave out the form of час (except for час – you cannot say одЏн) 
 
 

СейчЌс два часЌ. It’s 2:00. 

СейчЌс шесть часђв. It’s 6:00. 

СейчЌс час. It’s 1:00. 

СейчЌс три. It’s 3:00. 

СейчЌс одЏннадцать. It’s 11:00. 

 
To say exactly 3:00, 7:00, (9:00 sharp), etc., use рђвно (this adverb can be used with any time, not just on the 
hour): 
 

СейчЌс рђвно два. It’s 2:00 sharp. 

СейчЌс рђвно четѕре часЌ. It’s exactly 4:00. 

СейчЌс рђвно вђсемь часђв. It’s 8:00 sharp. 

 
• Noon / Midnight 
 
Russian does have words for noon (пђлдень) and midnight (пђлночь), but they’re not used much, especially in 
speech.  Instead, use двенЌдцать дня for noon and двенЌдцать нђчи for midnight.  You can normally omit the 
Noun (дня / нђчи), which should be clear from context – though given the crazy hours some students keep, you 
never know. 

 For each question ask “What time is it?” and give the answer: 

 
1. 3:00 2. 7:00 3. 4:00 sharp 
4. 12:00 5. 1:00 sharp 6. 6:00 
7. 11:00 8. 5:00 sharp 9. 9:00 
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• Expressing Time Between :01 and :30 
 

# of Minutes (Cardinal) Past 
the Hour (except :15, :30) 

Proper Form of минѓта 
(Often: минѓт) 

Genitive Ordinal of 
Upcoming Hour 

 
12:05 пять минѓт пЎрвого 

1:10 дЎсять минѓт вторђго 

2:20 двЌдцать минѓт трЎтьего 

3:25 двЌдцать пять минѓт четвёртого 

4:01 однЌ минѓта пјтого 

5:22 двЌдцать две минѓты шестђго 
 
For :15 use either пятнЌдцать минѓт or чЎтверть (without минѓт): 
 

6:15 пятнЌдцать 

 чЎтверть 

минѓт 

ХХХХХХХХХХХХХ 
седьмђго 

 
For :30 use пол- or половЏна (both without минѓт) 
 

7:30 пол- / половЏна ХХХХХХХХХХХХХ восьмђго 
 
Some examples: 
 

СейчЌс дЎсять минѓт трЎтьего. It’s ten after two. 

СейчЌс чЎтверть пјтого It’s a quarter after four. 

СейчЌс двЌдцать минѓт пЎрвого. It’s twenty after twelve. 

СейчЌс пол-двенЌдцатого. It’s eleven thirty. 

СейчЌс две минѓты вторђго. It’s two minutes after one. 

 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. 5:12 2. 2:20 3. 6:15 
4. 11:02 5. 7:25 6. 9:30 
7. 1:10 8. 10:05 9. 12:01 
10. 4:27 11. 8:10 12. 3:15 
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• Expressing Time Between :31 and :59 
 

The preposition без without 
(which takes Genitive) 

Genitive Cardinal of # of 
Minutes remaining before 
hour. (Most end in -Џ) 

Nominative Cardinal of 
upcoming hour (or час for 
12:31-12:59) 

 
1:35  бeз двадцатЏ пятЏ два 

2:40  бeз двадцатЏ три 

3:50  бeз дeсятЏ чeтѕрe 

4:55  бeз пятЏ пять 

12:50  бeз дeсятЏ час (Note!!) 
 
For :45, you can use either бeз пятнЌдцати or бeз чЎтвeрти 
 

5:45  бeз пятнЌдцати / чЎтвeрти шeсть 
 
Note: For all of above you don’t need  any form of the word минѓта! 
 
If you want to give an exact time that doesn’t end in 5 or 0, use the genitive of the cardinal number (which we 
have just learned).  After the numbers двух, трёх, четырёх the word минѓт (genitive plural) is optional: 
 

3:53  бeз семЏ чeтѕрe 

7:49  без одЏннадцати вђсемь 

4:58  бeз двух (минѓт) пять 

12:37  бeз двадцатЏ трёх час 
 
If the time ends in the number one, you must include the word минѓты after однђй: 
 

6:59  бeз однђй минѓты семь 

12:59  без однђй минѓты час 
 
Some examples: 
 

СейчЌс без пятЏ два. It’s five to two. 

СейчЌс без чЎтверти час. It’s a quater to one. 

СейчЌс без двадцатЏ пятЏ три. It’s twenty-five to three. 

СейчЌс без однђй минѓты семь. It’s one minute to seven. 

СейчЌс без десятЏ шесть. It’s ten to six. 

СейчЌс без двух двенЌдцать. It’s two minutes to twelve. 
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 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. 4:40 2. 7:35 3. 10:45 
4. 12:55 5. 1:59 6. 8:50 
7. 5:58 8. 2:45 9. 11:40 
10. 6:35 11. 3:59 12. 9:35 
 
 
62.А.1  Taking the easy way out: Hour + Minutes 
 
Some people simply give the hour followed by the number of minutes, no час or минѓт or без anywhere (unless 
it’s 1:##).  Though this is perfectly correct, you need to learn the other way of reporting the time. 
 

СейчЌс три дЎсять. It’s 3:10. 

СейчЌс два сђрок. It’s 2:40. 

СейчЌс одЏннадцать пятьдесјт. It’s 11:50. 

СейчЌс час пятнЌдцать. It’s 1:15. 

 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. 12:20 2. 2:45 3. 7:50 
4. 8:15 5. 6:12 6. 1:40 
 

80.Б Answer to КогдЌ: At a certain time 
 
When expressing at at a certain time you can only use one preposition.  (This is not a problem for times between 
:00 and :30, but students often get confused what to do with times between :31 and :59.).   
 
The question when / at what time is either когдЌ or во скђлько.   
 
• From :00-:30 use the Preposition в + the regular way of stating the time: 
 

Он пришёл в час. He arrived at 1:00. 

ОнЌ ушлЌ в дЎсять минѓт пјтого She left at ten after four. 

Бђря лёг в чЎтверть седьмђго. Borya went to bed at a quarter after six. 

 
With половЏна, use the prepositional половЏне (not the accusative, which you might expect). 
 

Мы обѕчно обЎдаем в  половЏне / 
пол-шестђго. 

We usually eat dinner at 5:30. 

ОнЌ ушлЌ в половЏне / пол-
пЎрвого. 

She left at 12:30. 
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• From :31-:59 do not insert an extra preposition, just use без... 
 

Мы ушлЏ без пятЏ шесть. We left at five to six. 

Сегђдня онЌ встЌла без 
чЎтверти вђсемь. 

Today she got up at a quarter to 
eight. 

Я обѕчно ложѓсь без двадцатЏ 
пятЏ двенЌдцать. 

I usually get to bed at twenty-five to 
twelve. 

ОнЌ вернѓлась домђй без однђй 
минѓты час. 

She got home at a minute to one. 

 
 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. The lesson begins at 1:20. 2. Let’s meet near the Pushkin monument at 5:50. 
3. She got up today at 10:15. 4. I usually get home at 9:00. 
5. Sunrise tomorrow will be at 6:35. 6. My favorite TV show starts at 8:30. 
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80.В AM / PM 
 

To express AM/PM use the genitive singular of morning (утрЌ), day (дня), evening (вЎчера), night (нђчи) 
after the time.   
 
There’s no absolute rule about when night becomes morning, but most Russians would make the switch between 
2 at night (два часЌ нђчи) and 3 in the morning (три часЌ утрЌ), though other would wait until четѕре часЌ 
утрЌ. 
 
 

СейчЌс семь часђв утрЌ в МосквЎ. It’s 7AM in Moscow right now. 

Обѕчно я ложѓсь в двенЌдцать 
часђв дня. 

I usually go to sleep around noon. 

Он сегђдня встал в три часЌ дня. He got up at 3PM today. 

ОнЏ ушлЏ в дЎсять часђв вЎчера. They left at 10PM. 

ОнЌ пришлЌ домђй в час нђчи. She got home at 1AM 

Я сегђдня встал в два часЌ нђчи. I got up today at 2AM. 

КонцЎрт кђнчился в три часЌ утрЌ. The concert ended at 3AM. 

 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 

1. Every day I go to the library at 8AM. 2. They got home at 3AM 
3. It’s already 10PM, and he’s at work. 4. Today I got up at 1PM. 
5. I’ll be home around 9PM. 6. He arrived at 12AM. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Give the time of 3 activities that you often do.  You should cover all 
 three possible ways of expressing time. 

     
1.  

2.  

3.  

 
 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. –Could you please tell me when the film starts?  --It starts at exactly 5:45. 

2. – What time is it?  -- It’s twenty after two. 
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3. My watch is two minutes slow/fast (give both verbs). 

4. When it’s 11:00AM in Princeton, it’s 7PM in Petersburg. 

 


