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 Я должнЌ вѕучить наизѓсть ѓйму дат  I have to memorize by heart a ton of dates 

СЌша 1 ЖЎня, пошлЏ  с нЌми в кинђ! Zhenya, come with us to the movies. 

ЖЎня 2  
3  
4  
5 

НикЌк не могѓ.  Готђвлюсь к контрђльной по 
истђрии Востђчной Еврђпы, котђрая бѓдет в 
срЎду.  Это ѓжас!  Я должнЌ вѕучить наизѓсть 
ѓйму дат. 

There’s no way I can go.  I’m studying for an exam 
on Eastern European history (which is going to be) 
on Wednesday.  It’s a horror!  I have to memorize a 
ton of date. 

СЌша 6 Хђчешь, я тебј провЎрю? Do you want me to test you out? 

ЖЎня 7 Хорошђ. OK. 

СЌша 8 В какђм годѓ Пѓтин стал президЎнтом РоссЏи? (In) what year did Putin become president of 
Russia? 

ЖЎня 9 В двухтѕсячном годѓ. In 2000. 

СЌша 10 
11 

ПрЌвильно.  А какђго числЌ упЌла БерлЏнская 
стенЌ? 

Correct.  What day (date) did the Berlin Wall fall? 

ЖЎня 12 
13 

Девјтого ноябрј (тѕсяча девятьсђт) вђсемьдесят 
девјтого гђда. 

November 9, (19)89. 

СЌша 14 
15 

ПрЌвильно.  А в какђм годѓ СовЎтский Соїз 
запустЏл спѓтник? 

Correct.  (In) what year did the Soviet Union 
launch a satellite (Sputnik)? 

ЖЎня 16 
17 

Вот іто я не пђмню тђчно.  В (тѕсяча девятьсђт) 
шестидесјтом году? 

Now that I don’t remember exactly.  Was it in 
1960? 

СЌша 18 
19 

Нет, в пятьдесјт седьмђм – четвёртого октябрј.  
А скажЏ, какђе сегђдня числђ? 

No, in 57 – the 4th of October.  Say, what’s today’s 
date? 

ЖЎня 20 Сегђдня двЌдцать пЎрвое.  Почемѓ ты 
спрЌшиваешь? 

Today is the 21st.  Why are you asking? 

СЌша 22 
23 
24 

ДЎло в тђм, что у моЎй мЌтери день рождЎния 
двЌдцать пјтого и мне нЌдо успЎть послЌть ей 
подЌрок.   

The thing is, my mother’s birthday is the 25th, and I 
have to be sure that I send her present in time. 

 
Словарь 
2 готђви+...ся // под- к (контрђльной / 

экзЌмену по + dative) 
study for an exam  (You can not use the word занимЌй+...ся when you 
specifically mention the subject of the exam you are studying for.  We’ll 
discuss this in more depth when we cover Education.) 

4 выѓчивай+ // вѕучи+  memorize 

4 наизѓсть by heart  (It’s not superfluous to use this adverb together with the verb 
вѕучить in Russian, as it would be to say memorize by heart in English.) 

5 дЌта date (in history) 

6 проверјй+ // провЎри+  check (for errors); quiz 

15 запускЌй+ // запусти<+  launch 

15 спѓтник satellite 
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Almost everything below is review – which means that you should be a Day and Date Master after this lesson 
 

81.А Дни недЎли  Days of the Week (Review) 
 
A little review (never hurt anyone).   Our old friends, the days of the week: 
 
понедЎльник втђрник средЌ четвЎрг пјтница суббђта воскресЎнье 
 
Recall that понедЎльник Monday is considered the first day of the week in Russia. 
 
To express on а day use в + accusative.  Note the shift in stress for в срЎду, and the cluster for во втђрник.  
There’s no cluster buster with в воскресЎнье – just pronounce one long [в] sound.  For last use прђшлый; for 
next use слЎдующий (and agree with the gender of the day). 
 

Он уЎхал в прђшлую срЎду. He left last Wednesday. 

Что ты дЎлаешь в іту суббђту? What are you doing this Saturday? 

У неё день рождЎния во втђрник. Her birthday is on Tuesday. 

КонцЎрт бѓдет в слЎдующее воскресЎнье в вђсемь 
часђв вЎчера. 

The concert is next Sunday at 8PM. 

 
To ask What day is it? use какђй сегђдня день?  In the answer just use сегђдня + nominative of the day. 
 
To talk about yesterday, use вчерЌ + был/Ќ/о (which agrees with the gender of the day) + nominative of the day.  
The question would be какђй день был вчерЌ? (был agrees with masculine день), while the gender of the verb 
in the answer would depend upon the gender of the particular day. 
 
To talk about tomorrow, use зЌвтра (бѓдет) + nominative of the day. 
 

Examples of the above cases: 
 

Какђй сегђдня день? What day is today? 

Сегђдня четвЎрг. Today is Thursday. 

ВчерЌ был понедЎльник. Yesterday was Monday. 

ВчерЌ бѕло воскресЎнье. Yesterday was Sunday. 

ВчерЌ былЌ средЌ. Yesterday was Wednesday. 

ЗЌвтра бѓдет пјтница. Tomorrow is (will be) Friday. 

  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. What day is today?  Today is Friday. 2. He left (уЎд+ // уЎха+) on Saturday. 
3. Yesterday was Sunday. 4. Tomorrow is (will be) Tuesday. 
5. I have a Russian test (≠ экзЌмен) on Wednesday. 6. For some reason Monday is her favorite day. 
7. We’re going (ид+´) to a concert next Thursday/ 8. We went (ходи<+) to an exhibit last Wednesday. 
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81.Б Dates 
 
81.Б.1  Dates and Months (But Not Years) 
 
The word for date is числђ, which is (obviously) neuter singular – this is important to keep in mind. 
 
When asking What today’s (yesterday’s / tomorrow’s) date, use the questions: 
 

Какђе сегђдня числђ? What’s today’s date? 

Какђе вчерЌ бѕло числђ? What’s tomorrow’s date? 

Какђе зЌвтра бѓдет числђ? What was yesterday’s date? 

 
The answer is simply the ordinal numeral in the neuter singular (since числђ is neuter singular – see, we told 
you to keep this in mind).  See below for a complete list of ordinals.  (We did just see these in a previous lesson.) 
 

Сегђдня пЎрвое / двЌдцать четвёртое / трЎтье. Today is the 1st / 24th / 3rd. 

ВчЎра бѕло пјтое / шестнЌдцатое / тридцЌтое. Yesterday was the 5th / 16th / 30th. 

ЗЌвтра бѓдет одЏннадцатое. Tomorrow’s the 11th. 

 
The month (which is optional) appears in the genitive: 
 

Сегђдня двЌдцать девјтое мЌя / ноябрј / иїля Today is the 29th of May / November / July. 

 
Since we brought up the months, here is a quick review: 
 

МЎсяцы 
январь´ 
февраль´ 
мЌрт 
апрЎль 
мЌй 
иїнь 
иїль 
Ќвгуст 

сентябрь´ 
октябрь´ 
ноябрь´ 
декабрь´ 

Things to keep in mind about the months: 
 
1) All are masculine - just remember Ќвгуст or мЌрт and that all the months are the same gender. 

2) The fall and winter months (сентябрь´ – февраль´) are end-stressed, while the spring and summer months 
(мЌрт – Ќвгуст) are stem-stressed.  It’s similar to fall (and winter) back – spring (and summer) forward. 
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Also recall that you can express the month in which something occurs simply with в + prepositional.  (Note that 
the date is not expressed here; more on that below). 
 

В какђм мЎсяце он родЏлсј? What month was he born (in)? 

ВесЎнний семЎстр начинЌется в февралЎ. The spring semester starts in February. 

ОнЏ приЎдут в иїне. They will arrive in June. 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. What’s today’s date?  Today’s the 6th. 2. What was yesterday’s date? 
3. Tomorrow is the 31st. 4. Today is May 16th. 
5. His birthday is in June. 6. Today is Monday, December 3rd. 
 
 
 
81.Б.1  Asking/Stating when something happened / when an event occurs 
 
For rather hard-to-grasp reasons (i.e., we have no idea why), the genitive of the ordinal is used to express what 
date something took place (takes place / will take place), or simply on what date an event (e.g. a birthday) falls. 
 
The question is either КогдЌ or Какђго числЌ (the genitive of числђ): 
 

КогдЌ / Какђго числЌ он приезжЌет? When / What day is he arriving? 

КогдЌ / Какђго числЌ онЌ умерлЌ? When / What day did she die? 

КогдЌ / Какђго числЌ у тебј день рождЎния? When / What day is your birthday? 

 
The answer also contains the genitive of the ordinal (for both the date and the month): 
 

Я родЏлся седьмђго мЌя. I was born on the 7th of May. 

Он уЎхал трЏдцать пЎрвого. He left on the 31st. 

Он ѓмер пятнЌдцатого апрЎля. He died on April 15th. 

У ВЌни день рождЎния тринЌдцатого ноябрј. Vanya’s birthday is November 13th. 

 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. My birthday is August 23rd.  2. When (What date) will she arrive (приЎд+)? 
3. She died on November 4th.  4. The war began on June 1st. 
5. When (What date) did they get married? 6. The fall semester begins on September 16th. 
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81.В Expressing Years 
 
Before we start looking at how to express the year in which something occurs, we need to look at the larger 
ordinals (> 30) that we didn't discuss a few lessons ago.   
 
Recall that ordinal numbers — which are regular adjectives (except трЎтий) — do not contain a soft sign.  (The 
only exceptions are all forms of трЎтий except the masculine singular nominative/accusative, седьмђй, and 
various forms with восьм-.)   
 
What happened to the soft sign in пять, четѕрнадцать, пятьдесят, сЎмьдесят, пятьсђт, деватьсђт etc?  The 
soft sign found at the end of 5-30 is replaced by the hard adjectival ending (пјтый, тринЌдцатое, двадцЌтая, 
etc.).  In 50-80 the soft sign found in the middle of the word becomes и, which is actually the genitive of the 
cardinal number (пятидесјтый, шестидесјтую, семидејтому).  We also see the genitive in the higher ordinals 
(≥200), onto which either the suffixes-сђтый or -тѕсячный are added (двухсђтый, шестисђтые, 
трёхтѕсячная).  Here are all the ordinals you could ever need to know: 
 
1st пЎрвый 11th    одЏннадцатый 30th    тридцЌтый 200th   двухсђтый 

2nd    вторђй 12th    двенЌдцатый 40th    сороковђй 300th   трёхсђтый 

3rd    трЎтий (и) 13th    тринЌдцатый 50th    пятидесјтый 400th   четырёхсђтый 

4th    четвёртый 14th    четѕрнадцатый 60th    шестидесјтый 500th   пятисђтый 

5th    пјтый 15th    пятнЌдцатый 70th    семидесјтый 600th   шестисђтый 

6th    шестђй 16th    шестнЌдцатый 80th    восьмидесјтый 700th   семисђтый 

7th    седьмђй 17th    семнЌдцатый 90th    девянђстый 800th   восьмисђтый 

8th    восьмђй 18th    восемнЌдцатый 100th  сђтый 900th   девятисђтый 

9th    девјтый 19th    девятнЌдцатый 110th  сто десјтый 1000th  тѕсячный 

10th   десјтый 20th    двадцЌтый   2000th  двухтѕсячный 

 21st   двЌдцать пЎрвый   3000th  трёхтѕсячный 

 22nd двЌдцать вторђй  4000th  четырёхтѕсячный 

   5000th  пятитѕсячный 

   6000th  шеститѕсячный 

   7000th  семитѕсячный 

   8000th  восьмитѕсячный 

   9000th  девятитѕсячный 

   10000thдесятитѕсячный 

   1.000.000th миллиђный 
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81.В.1  Expressing the year in which something occurred: годѓ vs. гђда 
 
We should first note that (generally) when expressing the year in which something occurs, only the prepositional 
годѓ and genitive гђда are found; nominative год is rare.  Let’s see when to use prepositional годѓ versus 
genitive гђда. 
 
Use prepositional годѓ when nothing (e.g. the month, the season) comes between the preposition в and the year. 
i.e. the only piece of information given is the year. 
 
To express the year itself, put the last element — an ordinal number — in the masculine prepositional singular.  
All other elements are nominative cardinal numbers: 
 

В Cardinal Elements (Nominative) Ordinal Element (Prepositional) Годѓ  

В 

две тѕсячи 

тѕсяча девятьсђт шестьдесјт 

тѕсяча семьсђт 

тѕсяча четѕреста девянђсто 

 

три тѕсячи 

пЎрвом 

шестђм 

пятидесјтом 

вторђм 

двухтѕсячном 

пятисђтом 

годѓ 

In 2001 

In 1966 

In 1750 

In 1492 

In 2000 

In 3500 
 
Some more examples: 
 

+ В какђм годѓ он родЏлсј? - В тѕсяча дЎвятьсот 
пятьдесјт пЎрвом годѓ. 

+ What year was he born (in)?  - (In) 1951. 

Я окђнчу университЎт в две тѕсячи трЎтьем годѓ. I will graduate from college in 2003. 

Мы поженЏлись в двухтѕсячном годѓ. We got married in (the year) 2000. 

 
We should also note here that when it is clear from context, Russians very often leave out the first two elements, 
and only express the decade and year.  Even годѓ is sometimes omitted, just as we can say He graduated in ’83. 
 

ОнЏ уЎхали в девянђстом годѓ. They left in ’90. 

Мы познакђмились в вђсемьдесят седьмђм. We met in ’87. 

 
In general English speakers tend to state the whole date much more often than Russians do, but speech practices 
vary from person to person. 
 
  Say (or ask) in what year the event took (will take) place: 
 
1. ВторЌя мировЌя войнЌ кђнчилась // 1945 2. ОнЏ поженЏлись // ?? 
3. Колѓмб открѕл АмЎрику // 1492 4. ДекларЌция НезавЏсимости былЌ подпЏсана // 

1776 
5. Я окђнчу университЎт // 2002 6. ОнЌ родилЌсь // 1860 
7. ОнЏ развелЏсь // 2000 8. Мой прадЎдушка ѓмер // 1980 
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For all other cases in which the year is expressed, you must use the genitive гђда.  Let’s see various examples. 
 
1) When the “entire” date is given, whether the date itself is is nominative (normally expressing today’s date) or 

genitive (expressing when an event took place): 
 

Сегђдня шестђе мЌрта две тѕсячи пЎрвого гђда. Today is March 2nd, 2001. 

Я родЏлся двадцЌтого Ќвгуста тѕсяча девятьсђт 
сЎмьдесят девјтого гђда. 

I was born (on) August 20th, 1979. 

Мы пожЎнимся тридцЌтого мЌя две тѕсячи 
десјтого гђда. 

We’re getting married May 30th, 2010. 

ДекларЌция НезавЏсимости былЌ подпЏсана 
четвёртого иїля тѕсяча семьсђт сЎмьдесят 
шестђго гђда. 

The Declaration of Independence was signed on 
July 4th, 1776. 

 
 
2) When only the month or time of year (either a season in instrumental or a part of the year – beginning, 

middle, end in prepositional following в) is given: 
 

Он ѓмер в мЌрте тѕсяча девятьсђт вђсемьдесят 
трЎтьего гђда. 

He died in March of 1983. 

ОнЏ вернѓлись в РоссЏю лЎтом две тѕсячи 
вторђго гђда. 

They returned to Russia in the summer of 2002. 

Љто бѕло в начЌле тѕсяча семьсђт сороковђго 
гђда. 

It was in the beginning of 1740. 

 
Compare the use of гђда vs. годѓ:  
 

ВелЏкая ОтЎчественная войнЌ началЌсь двЌдцать 
вторђго иїня тѕсяча девятьсђт сђрок пЎрвого 
гђда. 

The Great Patriotic War began on June 22nd, 
1941. 

 
ВелЏкая ОтЎчественная войнЌ началЌсь в иїне 
(лЎтом) тѕсяча девятьсђт сђрок пЎрвого гђда. 

The Great Patriotic War began in June (in the 
summer) of 1941. 

 
ВелЏкая ОтЎчественная войнЌ началЌсь в тѕсяча 
девятьсђт сђрок пЎрвом годѓ. 

The Great Patriotic War began in 1941. 

  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. Today is March 6th, 2001. 2. The war started in 1939. 
3. The Soviet Union launched a satellite in October 

1957. 
4. Kennedy was killed (“they” killed Kennedy) in 

1963. 
5. Stalin died on March 5th, 1953. 6. Pushkin was born on May 26, 1799. 
7. She perished in the fall of 1938. 8. He died in 1940. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  List five ‘historic’ days: 2 with a full date, 2 with either a month or time of year, 
1 with just a year. You can choose anything: when you were born, any other specific dates you 
remember.  Lying – as long as it’s grammatical – is encouraged. 

 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 
  УпражнЎние 2  ПереведЏте на рѓсский 
 
1. + What’s today’s date?  - If I’m not mistaken, today is the 14th. 

2. My father was born in 1950. 

3. We met in the summer of 2000. 
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4. I learned (memorized) that poem by heart. 

  УпражнЎние 3  V O D  
 

лови< +   catch (imperfective) 
Verb Type______________ / Conjugation Type _______________ 

PRESENT (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE) 

я _________________________________ он _________________________________ 

он(Ќ) _________________________________ онЌ _________________________________ 

онЏ _________________________________ онЏ _________________________________ 

Imperative _________________________________ Infinitive _________________________________ 

PARTICIPLES AND GERUNDS (NOT ALL ARE POSSIBLE!) 

Pres Active _________________________________ Past Active _________________________________ 

Pres Passive _________________________________ PPPP _________________________________ 

Pres Gerund _________________________________ Past Gerund _________________________________ 

 


