u e BSIH o’ CT bl ﬁ o’ K Juanor: Pa66Tan Haj AUIIOMHOM paboTOM
y p I worked on my senior thesis
I'pammarnka: 90.A: Héry

90.b: Papers
90.B: Freshman, Sophomore, etc.
90.T: Study a subject
90.1: Good/Bad teacher
90.E: Department chairman
90.E: Test, Exam, Quiz

Pa6oTan Hag AunnoMHon paboToun

I was working on my Senior Thesis

(B cron6Boit HakaHyHe TIEPBOTO ITHS BECEHHETO | (In the dining hall on the eve of the first day of the
cemécTpa) spring semester)

Burs 1 | Kak y Te0st mpounii KaHAKYIIbI? How was your break?

JIéus |2 | Kaxkne xanukynsr? S ObUT 311eCh BCE BPEMSL. What break? Iwas here the whole time, working
3 | PaboTanm Hag nuIJIOMHOM padoToii. on my senior thesis.

Buts 4 | A s gymal, 94To Thl TOJBKO TPEThEKYPCHHK. But I thought you were just a junior.

Jiéns |5 |Her, g y’¢ 4eTBepOKYPCHHUK. No, I'm already a senior.

Buts 6 | A xakas y Te0s CrenuanIbsHOCTh? What’s your major?

JIéns 8 | ITonmuTomorus. Political Science. (Politics)

Buts 9 | S TOx)e cobuparock u3y4aTh monutonoruto. Kak |I'm also planning on studying Politics. What do
10 | TBI AyMaemtb, CTOUT CIIymath Kypc [lomaTrnka you think, is it worth it taking Politics 348? I heard
11 | 3487 S cioprman, ato Hémcon xopormmit that Nelson is a really good teacher.
12 | mpemogaBATENb.

JIéus 13 | OH Mol HAY4YHBII pyKkoBOAUTENb. Jla, BOOOIIE | He'’s my advisor. Yeah, in general he’s a good
14 | OH XOpOWNi IPETOAABATENb, HO OH OUEHb 3AHAT. | teacher, but he’s really busy. This year he’s the
15 | B 3toM roay on 3aBényrommii kadeapoii chair of the Politcal Science department.
16 | TOTUTOIOTHH.

Buts 17 | A Kypc OYeHb TPYIHBII? Is the course very difficult?

JIénsa 18 | oané nomamrneii paboTel. Tpu counHéHUs 0 | 4 lof of homework. Three papers — 10 pages each.
19 | nécsitb ctpanul. MHuOTo uTéHust — o 500 A lot of reading — 500 pages a week.
20 | cTpaHUI B HEAEIIO.

Buts 21 | Hugero ce6é! A KOHTpONBHBIC €CTH? Wow. (That’s something.) Any exams / quizzes?

JIéas |22 | HéTy. Boobmié kypc XopoOruii, HO 51 COBETYIO Nope. In general it’s a good course, but I advise
23 | Te6€ HE OTCTaBATE. you not to fall behind.

CnoBapb

HaKaHyHE + genitive

on the eve of

3 | mummoMHas paboTa

senior thesis

4 | TpeThEKYpPCHHK Junior (See grammar for complete list.)

9 | m3yudii- + accusative study (subject in depth)

12 | mpemogaBarenb teacher (in the sense of a pedagogue)

13 | HayYHBIA PYKOBOJIUTEINH academic advisor

15 | 3aBémytomtuii (-as) Kadempoii department chairman

18 | moytHO + genitive a lot of; no shortage of

19 | 9réHne reading

22 | HETY + genitive expresses lack of existence — very colloquial, if not substandard
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FpammaTtuka 90-1 ypok

90.A HeéTy

A quite colloquial (and some would say substandard) form of ner is néry. Hérty is only used when indicating
that something does not exist. You cannot use it as the opposite of ma. Of course, Héty is followed by the
genitive:

Héry 3nech mécra. There ain’t no room here.

VY Hero6 HETY ACHET. He doesn’t have any money.

We actually saw this in the story «JleB,» where Katya regrets that a certain type of apple is not available in
Leningrad, saying «Taknx 31ech HéTY...» In the story this use of HéTY is probably intended to inform the reader
that Katya is not (particularly well) educated. Still, many educated people use Hérty, just as you will hear students
and faculty here use ain ’t.

O6pasoBaHume Education

90.b Paper For a Course

There’s no 100% exact equivalent to a paper (something you write for a class) in Russian, but counnénue no
dative probably comes closest, especially for a literature paper. (This is because the noun counnénue, as you can
see, is a nominalization from the verb counmnii+ compose. The idea is that for literature you are not simply
reporting facts, but rather composing ideas. For history or sociology, etc., in theory, you don’t compose ideas, but
present arguments based on facts.) In any case, there are two other terms for paper worth knowing:

KypcoBasi paboTa no + dative term paper (one or two per term is standard)
Y MeH$ B 3TOM ceMécTpe JBe KypcoBEIe paOOTHI. I have two term papers this semester.

O uéM TBI COOMPACIIBCS HATUCATH KYPCOBYIO pabOTy  What are you planning on writing your paper for
o uctopun? history on?

annnomHas pabota  senior thesis

S HanéroCch 3aKOHYUTH TUIHIOMHYIO pa0dOTy K Hadairy [ hope to finish my senior thesis by the beginning

cnémyromneit Heaénu. of next week.
Ona *paboTaer Haa TUTIIOMHON PabOTOH O She works on (her) senior thesis at least six hours
MEHBIIEH MEPE MECTh 9acOB B JICHb. a day.

Note the verb phrase pa6oTaii+ nag + instrumental work on a paper.
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90-1 ypok FpammaTuka
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]

90.B Freshman, Sophomore, etc.

In addition to saying 51 yuych Ha népBom Kypce, etc., you can use the following nouns (male ~ female):

NepBOKYPCHUK ~ NepBOKYpCHMLA

BTOPOKYPCHUK ~ BTOPOKYpPCHMLA

TPeTbeKypPCHUK ~ TpeTbeKypcHuLa

YeTBEePOKYPCHUK ~ YeTBepOoKypcHULa

*NATUKYPCHUK ~ NATUKYPCHULA

*University/institute lasts five years in Russia.

Recall that the masculine form (e.g. BTopokypcHuK, TpeTbekypcHuK) is used for all males as well as mixed
groups; the feminine (e.g. BTopokypcHHIa, TpeTbekypcHuna) is used only for all females.

@ MepeBeanTe Ha pycCKuUiA:

1. I'm working on a Russian literature paper. 2. Vovais a freshman and his girlfriend is a senior!
3. What are you writing your English literature term 4. All sophomores show off all the time.
paper on?
5. [It's hard to believe that she's already a fifth-year 6. 1 have three term papers this semester.
student.
7. Seniors must write a senior thesis. 8. My professor really liked my paper on Pushkin.

Another study verb (actually verbs)!

We still have not learned how to say I'm studying Russian (I am taking a course in Russian). It turns out
(surprise! surprise!) that there are several ways of expressing this (rather simple) notion. We’ll learn this one:

usyvam+ + accusative

51 uzyuaro pycckuii si3e1k B [IprHCTOHE. I'm studying Russian at Princeton.

OH AécsITh JIET N3yl MATEMATHKY . He studied math for ten years.

This verb implies deep, serious study (which certainly applies to each of you).
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FpammaTtuka 90-1 ypok
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]

To express the idea of right now, at the moment I'm studying Russian; doing my Russian homework, use:
3aHuman+...ca + instrumental

B naHHBII MOMEHT 51 3aHUMAIOCH PYCCKHUM SI3BIKOM. At the moment I'm studying Russian.

YeM TBI 3aHUMACIILCS? What are you studying?

90.4 Good / Bad Teacher Xopowwun (nnoxoun) npenogaBarenb

To say that someone (e.g., a professor) is a good / bad teacher, use the noun npenogasaresn. [IpenogaBarenn
is used (along with a masculine adjective) for both men and women:

Moii mpohéccop pyccKoro si3bIka — OYEeHb TI0XOH My Russian professor is a very bad teacher.
MIpero1aBaTensp!
Omna xopOmuii mpenoaBaTess. She’s a good teacher.

A cnermran, aro IletpoBa - oTuHEI npeniogaBaTens. [ heard that Petrova is an excellent teacher.

% MNepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUMA:

1. Ihave been studying (present tense) Russian for2 2. Don't bother him. He's studying.

years.
3. My physics professor is a fantastic teacher. 4. He studied Russian history for five years.
5. Do you think it's worth studying this question? 6. They say that iBanoBa is a good teacher.
7. What are you studying at the given moment? 8. Vera's daughter is an average teacher.
90.E Department Chair  3aBégyrowmn kacpegpon + Genitive

Chairperson of an academic department is 3aBényrwommuii (3aBénywouass) kadeapoii + gentive of department.
What the heck is up with kadeapoii? What case is that? First, the nominative is kadeapa, which translates as
academic department. Kadenpa is actually a subdivision of pakyabTér. Each dpaxynbréT is divided into
several kadeapa. (This is yet another example of why it’s almost impossible to give exact equivalents of many
educational terms.)

Anyway, that doesn’t explain the case on kadenpoii, which, as you can now detect, is instrumental. It turns out
that the word for chairperson 3aBényromuii is (as you should recognize) a present active participle from the verb
3aBénoBa+ run; manage, which takes, you guessed it, the instrumental case. Precisely why this verb takes
instrumental is another story.

For reasons you don’t want to know (i.e., I have no idea), you can’t use 3aBényrommii with paxyabTér.

41 Baepa nONTO pasroBApUBAI C 3aBEAYIONIUM I had a long talk yesterday with the chair of the
kadenpoit IKOHOMUKH. Economics department.

Ero térs — 3apényromas kadenpoit GppaHIry3ckoro His aunt is the chair of the French department.
S3BIKA.
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90-1 ypok FpammaTuka

Also, in the dialogue, we had Hayunslii pykoBoanTesb academic advisor.

JIvuis ceiiddc y cBOErO HayYHOrO PYKOBOIUTEIIS. Lilya is at (with) her advisor right now.
Kak 30BYT TBOETO HAYYHOTO PYKOBOIMUTEISI? What'’s your advisor’s name?
90.E Test, Exam, Quiz

Translating exam, test, quiz raises a few problems, which we have been side-stepping until now. In Russia there
is just one 3K34aMeH per semester, given at the end of the course. During the semester students take
KOHTPOJIbHBIE padoTel. Often the word padora is ellipted — just konTpOaBHAA is said.)

There’s no exact word for quiz, perhaps MajieHbKass KOHTPOJIbHAsA padéTa comes closest.
Quite understandably, students often use 3x3dmen when they really should say konTpéabHas pa6éTa. And, to
be honest, we ourselves probably used 3x3dmeHn too often in the textbook last year. It can be a hard habit to

break.

Recall that the subject of the exam (Russian, Economics, Statistics) is expressed with mo + dative. This applies to
both konTpOaBLHAs padéTa and FIK3dMeH:

3aBTpa y MeHs KOHTPOIbHAS [0 T€OJIOTHH. I have a geology exam tomorrow.
B 3ToM Kypce OyneT mecTh KOHTPOIBHBIX padoT. There will be six tests in this course.
Korna b1 Oyaens c1aBaTh 3K3AMEH 110 HCTOPUU? When are you going to take your history exam?

% MNepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUMA:

1. Thave a French exam tomorrow. 2. The history final is on Wednesday.

3. Everyone loves the chairman of the math 4. His exams are always very difficult.
department.

5. My advisor ruined his life by drinking. 6. I have to studying for a Russian exam.

7. The chairman of the economics department went to 8. This semester I have five final exams. What a

Princeton. nightmare.

The Times They Are A Changing

The educational system in Russia, which was extremely uniform under the Soviet system, has undergone major
changes over the past few years. Where there were just a few universities (yHuBepcutéT) before, and most
institutions of higher learning were called institutes (mHCTHTYT), many “institutes” have recently renamed
themselves “universities” - it's considered more prestigious. Terminology and practices have also changed in
nearly every other area of education. We have tried to present “standard” terms, but you should not be shocked to
hear Russians use different words for department, advisor, test, etc. This shouldn’t shock you, given Princeton’s
“proprietary” terminology: things like JP, Senior Thesis, PDF, Politics (instead of Political Science), precept, not
to mention Dean’s Date come to mind.
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90-1 ypok — [lomallHee 3agaHue Nma

2<  YnpaxHéHnue 1  Write 6 sentences — 1 each on points B-E
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90-1 ypok domaluHee 3agaHue

2<  YnpaxHénue 2 TepeBeauTte Ha pyccKum

1. My ex-boyfriend is a freshman at Princeton.

2. I studied Chinese for 6 years.

3. Everyone says that Ivanov is a fantastic teacher, but I doubt it.
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