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ОнЌ везлЌ сѕна к врачѓ на осмђтр 
She was taking her son to the doctor’s for a checkup 

ГрЏша 1  
2 

Люб, кудЌ ты пропЌла?  Я тебј ужЎ ђколо чЌса 
жду.  Я ужЎ стал волновЌться. 

Lyuba, where were you?  I’ve been waiting for you 
for nearly an hour.  I was already starting to get 
worried. 

Лїба 3  
4  
5  
6 

Я водЏла ДжЎка в парк, а потђм пошлЌ на 
пђчту отпрЌвить посѕлку мЌтери.  Ты же 
знЌешь, что я вожѓ собЌку в парк (вывожѓ 
собЌку) кЌждое ѓтро. 

I took Jack for a walk to the park, and then I went 
to the post office to send a package to my mother.  
You know that I take my dog for a walk to the park 
every morning. 

ГрЏша 7  
8  
9 

Да, но ужЎ одЏннадцатый час.  Обѕчно ты 
возвращЌешься к половЏне десјтого.  Ты 
заблудЏлась в пЌрке? 

Yeah, but it’s already after ten.  You usually get 
home by 9:30.  Did you get lost in the park? 

Лїба 10 
11 
12 
13 
14  

Нет, когдЌ я велЌ ДжЎка домђй, я встрЎтила 
НЏну.  ОнЌ везлЌ сѕна к врачѓ на осмђтр.  Её 
машина остановЏлась у светофђра, и я 
постучЌла ей в окнђ.  ОнЌ отъЎхала в стђрону, 
и мы поболтЌли минѓт двЌдцать.  

No.  As I was walking Jack home I ran into Nina.  
She was taking her son to the doctor for a checkup.  
Her car was stopped at the light and I knocked on 
her window.  She pulled over (to the side of the 
rode) and we chatted for around twenty minutes. 

ГрЏша 15 А почемѓ ты несёшь ДжЎка на рукЌх?   Why are you carrying Jack in your arms? 

Лїба 16 
17 

На негђ напЌла другЌя собЌка, укусЏла егђ в 
лЌпу. 

Another dog attacked him and bit his paw (bit him 
on the paw). 

ГрЏша 18 Беднјга! Poor thing. 

 
Словарь 
 
3 води<+ | вёд+´ // повёд+´ lead / take someone; walk someone (See grammar for details) 

4 отправлјй+ // отпрЌви+  send (off) – a letter or package 

4 посѕл/ка (о) package (Related to verb послЌть) 

5 выводи<+ // вѕвед+ собЌку walk a dog 

11 вози<+ | вёз+ ´ // повёз+´ take (transport)  someone/something; (See grammar for details) 

11 осмђтр checkup 

12 светофђр 
 у светофђра 

stoplight 
at a stoplight 

13 отъезжЌй+ // {отъЎд+ / отъЎха+} в стђрону pull over to the side 

14 болтЌй+  chat 

15 носи<+ | нёс+´ // понёс+´ 
 на рукЌх 

carry (See grammar for details) 
 carry in one’s arms 

16 укуси<+  + когђ в + body part (accusative) bite (someone) (on the body part) 

17 лЌпа paw 
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110.A Three More Motion Verbs: Carry, Lead, Drive 
 
Here are the forms and rough definitions for three more unprefixed Verbs of Motion: 
 

Imperfective 
 

Non-Determined 
≠“Heading / On one’s way” 

Determined 
“Heading / On one’s way” 

Perfective 

carry (in arms, on back) носи<+   нёс+´ понёс+´ 

lead (take)   води<+  вёд+´ повёд+´ 

transport (take)  вози<+  вёз+´ повёз+´ 

 
All three of these verbs describe the process of transporting a thing/person.  Let’s see how these three verbs are 
used. 
 
 
 
• There and Back With the Thing/Person: носЏл / водЏл / возЏл 
 
(In the grammar explanations below we sometimes use the masculine past tense simply for convenience.) 
 
For all three of these verbs the past tense of the single round trip (using the non-determined forms носЏл, водЏл, 
возЏл) implies that the subject took something/someone somewhere and returned with the thing or person 
transported.  Therefore, while водЏл and возЏл are commonly found (taking someone somewhere and back), 
i.e., making a single round trip, носЏл is much less common (at least in this meaning), because it’s not likely that 
you would carry something somewhere and thing back again.  
 
Annoying detail: You cannot use any of these three verbs to indicate dropping off (taking something/someone 
somewhere and leaving it/them there).  So, to say I drove Vera to the airport (and left her there), you need a 
different verb.   
 
• Carrying Things (or People) 
 
The verb носи<+ | нёс+´ // понёс+´, which often appears as take in English, implies that the person is carrying 
something (or someone) in their hands or arms, or on their back.  This verb cannot be used when the person is 
transporting something/someone in a vehicle (either in a car or even a wagon).  See below for when a vehicle is 
involved. 
 

КудЌ ты несёшь ітот компьїтер? Where are you taking my computer? 

Почемѓ ты всегдЌ нђсишь рюкзЌк? Why do you always carry a backpack? 

Он весь день носЏл дочь на спинЎ. He carried his daughter on his back all day. 

КогдЌ ВЎра неслЌ дорогѓю вЌзу на кѓхню, онЌ 
упЌла и вЌза разбЏлась. 

As Vera was carrying an expensive vase to the 
kitchen, she fell and the vase broke. 
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• There But Not Back With the Thing/Person: понёс / повёл / повёз 
 
Another annoying detail: You can use the perfective past when the subject has left but not yet returned, even if the 
subject is planning on dropping off the thing/person (i.e., not returning with it/them).  (Recall that directly above 
we said that you needed a different verb to indicate dropping off – but that only applies when the person has 
returned.  Yes, it’s sometimes hard to believe the level of specificity language – especially Russian Verbs of 
Motion – can express.) 
 

ВЌли нет.  ОнЌ понеслЌ кнЏгу в библиотЎку. Valya's not home.  She went to take a book (back) 
to the library. 

ГЌли нет.  ОнЌ повелЌ сѕна в шкђлу. Galya’s not home.  She went to take her son to 
school. 

ВЏктора нет.  Он повёз отцЌ в аэропђрт. Viktor’s not home.  He went to take his father to 
the airport. 

 
By the way, be very careful to pronoun the н soft in the masculine past tense form понёс.  Check in a dictionary 
for what понђс means. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Taking People (and Things) Somewhere: водЏть/вестЏ vs. возЏть/везтЏ 
 
First of all, the direct object following водЏть/вестЏ (lead, take) must be animate.  (Yes, we have seen the 
phrase водЏть машЏну drive a car, but that’s more of an idiom).  After возЏть/везтЏ (transport, take), both 
animate and inanimate direct objects can be found. 
 
To some extent, the difference between водЏть/вестЏ (on foot or by vehicle) and возЏть/везтЏ (only by 
vehicle) is identical to that between ходЏть/идтЏ (on foot or by vehicle) and Ўздить/Ўхать (only by vehicle).  
Well, not identical.  Whereas you would normally say Мы ходЏли на концЎрт, and not Мы Ўздили на 
концЎрт – unless a geographical name or a vehicle is mentioned, or you wish to emphasize that you drove to the 
concert – it is often possible to use either водЏть/вестЏ (on foot or by vehicle) or возЏть/везтЏ (only by 
vehicle) when no place name or vehicle is mentioned, and when there is no special emphasis that you drove the 
person.   
 

ВчерЌ он водЏл детЎй к врачѓ ≈ ВчерЌ он возЏл детЎй к врачѓ 
 
To be honest, the choice between водЏть/вестЏ and возЏть/везтЏ can get complicated, often depending on 
certain assumptions by the speaker, external conditions (where the utterance in made in relation to the 
destination), etc..  To be safe, use водЏть/вестЏ when the taking was on foot and возЏть/везтЏ when the taking 
was by vehicle.   
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КудЌ ты менј ведёшь? Where are you taking me (on foot)? 

КудЌ он её везёт? Where is he taking her (by vehicle)? 

ОнЌ кЌждое ѓтро вђдит сѕна в шкђлу. She takes her son to school every morning.  (Most 
likely she walks him there.) 

ОнЌ кЌждое ѓтро вђзит сѕна в шкђлу. She drives her son to school every day. (Must be 
by vehicle.) 

Сегђдня мы ведём стЌрых университЎтских друзЎй 
в дорогѓщий францѓзский ресторЌн. 

Today we’re taking some old university friends to 
a super-expensive French restaurant.  (Possibly by 
vehicle, though there’s no emphasis on how 
they’re going.) 

+ Где ПЌша?  - Он повёз бЌбушку в магазЏн. + Where’s Pasha? – He went to take grandma to 
the store (by vehicle). 

+ Где ПЌша?  - Он повёл собЌку в парк. +Where’s Pasha?  -He went to walk the dog to the 
park. 

КогдЌ ВЎра велЌ собЌку в парк, её укусЏла кђшка в 
лЌпу. 

As Vera was walking her dog to the park, a cat bit 
him/her on the paw.. 

КогдЌ я вёз сестрѓ в магазЏн, полЏция нас 
остановЏла. 

As I was taking my sister to the store, the police 
stopped us. 

ПозвонЏ мнЎ из машЏны, когдЌ ты бѓдешь везтЏ 
пЌпу к врачѓ. 

Call me from the car on your way to taking dad to 
the doctor. 

 
 
Except for the last example (be on one’s way), the exact rules for when to use the infinitives нестЏ/понестЏ, 
вестЏ/повестЏ, везтЏ/повезтЏ can be a real кошмЌр,  (There are just too many little details that can influence 
which form to use.  Plus, as we mentioned above, often a prefixed Verb of Motion is used.)  If you can master the 
types of examples given above, you’ll be able to handle nearly all real world scenarios.   
 
 
 

Only By Vehicle On Foot or By Vehicle 
Ўздить ~ Ўхать ~ поЎхать 

возЏть ~ везтЏ ~ повезтЏ 

ходЏть ~ идтЏ ~ пойтЏ 

водЏть ~ вестЏ ~ повестЏ 
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≠“Headed”(Non-Determined) 
 

Stem носи<+  води<+ вози<+ 
Present ношѓ 

нђсишь 
нђсит 
нђсим 
нђсите 
нђсят 

вожѓ 
вђдишь 
вђдит 
вђдим 
вђдите 
вђдят 

вожѓ 
вђзишь 
вђзит 
вђзим 
вђзите 
вђзят 

Past носЏл 
носЏла 
носЏло 
носЏли 

водЏл 
водЏла 
водЏло 
водЏли 

возЏл 
возЏла 
возЏло 
возЏли 

Infinitive носЏть водЏть возЏть 
Imperative носЏ/те водЏ/те возЏ/те 
 
 

(Perfective) / Headed 
 
Stem (по)нёс+´ (по)вёд+´ (по)вёз+´ 
Present (по)несѓ 

(по)несёшь 
(по)несёт 
(по)несём 
(по)несёте 
(по)несѓт 

(по)ведѓ 
(по)ведёшь 
(по)ведёт 
(по)ведём 
(по)ведёте 
(по)ведѓт 

(по)везѓ 
(по)везёшь 
(по)везёт 
(по)везём 
(по)везёте 
(по)везѓт 

Past (по)нёс 
(по)неслЌ 
(по)неслђ 
(по)неслЏ 

(по)вёл 
(по)велЌ 
(по)велђ 
(по)велЏ 

(по)вёз 
(по)везлЌ 
(по)везлђ 
(по)везлЏ 

Infinitive (по)нестЏ (по)вестЏ (по)везтЏ 
Imperative (по)несЏ/те (по)ведЏ/те (по)везЏ/те 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Circle the correct Verb of Motion.  For some, both verbs are possible. 
 
1. КудЌ ты сейчЌс [несёшь / нђсишь ] іту кнЏгу? 

2. КудЌ вы [возЏли / носЏли ] детЎй в суббђту? 

3. ЛЏза [водЏла / велЌ] сѕна к врачѓ, когдЌ встрЎтила МЏшу. 

4. Мы их весь день [водЏли / велЏ ] по гђроду. 

5. ПЌши нет дђма.  Он [вђзит / повёз] МЌшу домђй. 

6. ВчерЌ МЏша [водЏл / возЏл] детЎй в зоопЌрк. 

7. ВЎра почемѓ-то всегдЌ [нђсит / несёт] ђчень тяжёлый рюкзЌк. 

8. КогдЌ НЏна [водЏла / велЌ] пса домђй, онЌ упЌла и сломЌла нђгу. 

9. Мать [бѓдет вестЏ / бѓдет водЏть] детЎй в шкђлу кЌждое ѓтро. 

10. КудЌ ты [несёшь / ведёшь] іту лђшадь? 

11. ПозвонЏ мне из машЏны когдЌ ты [бѓдешь везтЏ / бѓдешь водЏть] МЌшу в Нью-Йорк. 

12. Кто вас [вђзит / вђдит] в шкђлу? 

13. Я не хочѓ [водЏть / везтЏ] егђ в аэропђрт.  

14. ЛЎны нет дђма.  ОнЌ [понеслЌ / неслЌ] кнЏгу в библиотЎку. 

15. КудЌ он [везёт / ведёт] ітот телевЏзор? 

 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  Insert a Verb of Motion that makes sense 
 

1. КудЌ онЌ ________________________________________ ітого пса? 

2. Мать весь день ___________________________________________________ ребёнка на спинЎ. 

3. РЌньше МЌша чЌсто  _________________________________________________  детЎй на концЎрты. 
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4. МЌша сегђдня ___________________________________________________ сѕна на концЎрт. 

5. КогдЌ мы _____________________________________________ их домђй, полЏция нас остановЏла. 

6. Я бѓду _____________________________________________ детЎй в шкђлу кЌждое ѓтро в семь. 

7. КудЌ он ______________________________________________ ітот прЏнтер? 

8. ОнЏ нас вчерЌ ____________________________________________ в музЎй. 

9. ОнЌ __________________________________________ вЌзу на кѓхню, когдЌ муж вдруг открѕл дверь. 

10. МЏши нет дђма.  Он____________________________________________________ бЌбушку в магазЏн. 

 
 

 УпражнЎние 3   
 

1. I’m headed to the doctor’s for a check-up. 

2. That cursed dog bit me on the leg. 

3. Give (me – omitted in Russian) paw! 

 


