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I like challenges

Cassa |1 [JIécmu, mbl ceroas codupaemcest y Merst. Llpunyr | We 're getting together at my place. (I'm having a
2 | Mo npy3bs ¢ pakynsTéTa. [Ipuxomn! party.) My friends from the department are going
to be there. Come over!
Jlécam |3 | C ynoBOnmscTBUeM. Sl maBHO XOTENa I'd love to come. I’ve wanted to meet your friends
4 | TO3HAaKOMHTHCS C TBOUMH APY3bSIMU. Sor a long time.
Cassa |5 |Otraiuno. Sl mo3HAKOMUIIIO TeOs ¢ OXHUM Great. I'll introduce you to one guy who spent a
6 | mApHeM, KOTOPBIHA oI yuuics B AMEpHKE. year studying in America. Now he has his own
7 | Cetiuac y Herod cBoit On3HEC. business.
Jléesm |8 | Bo CKOJIBKO MHE TaM OBITH? What time is the party? (What time are you getting
together?)
CagBa |9 |YacOB B aéBsaTh. Thl IOMHHUIIE, KaK ¢XaTh KO Why don’t you show up around 9:00? Do you
10 | Mmue? remember how to get to my place?
Jlécom | 11 | KonéuHo, 5 ke He pa3 é3auna k Te6é. Yro- Of course. I've been to your place several times.
12 | HUOY b npuHecTH? MOxeT ObITh, OyTBUIKY BUHA? | Should I bring anything? How about a bottle of
wine?
Caisa |13 | He Bo3paxaro. That’d be great. (I don’t object.)
be3 oecamu oécamu
Cassa |14 | Kyna te1 mpondna? S yxé€ cran 0ecrioKOUThCS Where were you? Iwas already starting to worry.
Jléeom |15 | MI3Bunm, paau bora. S mepenyrana aBrOOycel u | I'm really sorry. I mixed up buses and took off in
16 | yéxama He B Ty CTOPOHY. the wrong direction.
Cadsa |17 | Huger6 crpammoro, cdMoe riIaBHOE, 9TO BCE B No biggie. The most important thing is that
18 | IOpsiIKe. everything is OK.
Jléeom | 19 | Tol 00€IIAT TO3HAKOMHUTE MEHS CO CBOUM APYToM. | You promised to introduce me to your friend.
Cuasa |20 | la, koHéuHo. BoT oH. MHuIa, uay cromaa. Sure. There he is. Misha, come over here. (Misha
21 | ({Tooxooum Muwa) Tlo3HakoOMbTech — JIécn, walks over) Get acquainted. Leslie, this is Misha,
22 | 310 M1ima, 0 KOTOpOM 51 Te6E TOBOPHIT. the guy I was telling you about.
Jlécom |23 | Ouenp npusitHO. CraBa TOBOPHUT, UTO BBl HEABHO | Nice fo meet you. Slava says that you recently
24 | OTKPBUIN CBOM OW3HEC. opened your own business.
Muma |25 | [a, s aénaro BeOCAWTHI. Yeah, I make Web sites.
Jléeou |26 | U kak uayT nena? How are things going?
Mima |27 | S TOnbKo Havyan. Jlameine, HaméloCh, MOMIET. I'm really just getting started. I hope things will go
well in the future.
Jléesm |28 | MeHst mHTEepecyeT Magblii 6u3Hec B Poccru. I'm interested in small business in Russia. It seems
29 | MHe kaxercs, Oyayiiee Poccru 3aBACUT OT to me that the future of Russia depends on the
30 | pa3BUATHS MANOTO OM3HECA. development of small business.
Mima |31 | S, moxamyii, ¢ BAmu cornaceH. Jlécmm, MOKHO I suppose I agree with you. Leslie, can I ask you
32 | Bac cipocuTh: [Touemy BbI 3aMHTEPECOBAIHNCH something? How did you get interested in Russian
33 | pycckuM s3bIKOM? 3a4éM OH BaM HYKEH? in the first place? Why do you need Russian?
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Jléeom |34 | IIpocTo Tak. Bee crynéurn B [IpriiHCTOHE There was no particular reason (I became
35 | MOJDKHBI [1Ba rOa U3y4aTh KakO-HUOY b interested). All students at Princeton are required
36 | THOCTPAHHBIN S3BIK, U sl BBIOPAJia PyCCKH. to take two years of a foreign language, and I chose

Russian.

Miima |37 | A moyeMmy uMeHHo pycckuii? [lodemy He What specifically Russian? Why not French or
38 | hpaHIy3CKUil WK ATTOHCKHIA? Japanese?

Jlécam |39 | Most mozmpyra y4nia pyccKuid, Obl1a B BoctOpre | My fiiend took the course, loved it, and told me to
40 | OT Kypca M TOCOBETOBaIa MHE 3aITUCATHCS Ha sign up for Russian.
41 | HErO.

Miima |42 | A BBl HE OOSUTUCH, UYTO OYAET CIUIIKOM TPYAHO? Weren't you afraid that it would be too difficult?
43 | Benp, kak BBl BUAUTE, pycCKas TPaMMATHKA HE
44 | mIpocTas MITYKA.

Jlécam |45 | A s 00O CIIOKHBIE 3aAYM. 1 like challenges.

CnoBapb

5 | 3HakOMu+ // mo- xoro (X) ¢ kem (Y) introduce X to Y (See grammar)

21 | TO3HAKOMBTECH get acquainted (See grammar)

25 | BeOcair Guess

27 | moinér / momyT will take off (successfully)

28 | MAJIBIN OW3HEC small business (as opposed to xpynubiii 6usHec, which we
saw in the IlyTuH interview.)

30 | pa3BUTHE development

34 | mpOCTO TaK no particular reason; just for the heck of it

36 | BBIOHMpaii+ // BEIOEpa+ (€) select; choose

44 | mTyKa thing; object (See grammar)

46 | CIIOXKHASI 3a1a4a Lit.: difficult task, challenge (Related to 3an4Th assign)

117.A Introductions: Meeting and Introducing People

Let’s examine several constructions used to express meeting / introducing people.

3HaKOMMU+ // No- KOro ¢ Kem introduce (John) to (Mary)

Here the nominative subject is the “introducer,” while the two objects (koroé ¢ kem) are the people introduced.
Normally, the perfective form is found.

ThI MOXKEIIb MEHSI TO3HAKOMHUTH C TBOUM Can you introduce me to your professor? 1'd like to ask
mpoéccopom? S ObI X0TEN €rd CIPOCUTh 00  him about an article he wrote.
OJTHO erod CTaThe.

S xouy TeOst MO3HAKOMHTE C MOEH I want to introduce you to my cousin from Murmansk.
JBOIOPOAHOM cecTpoit m3 Mypmancka. Ona She’s a really interesting person.
OYEeHb UHTEPECHBIN YEOBEK.

It’s possible to drop the ¢ kem phrase when talking about a couple (or a group of people), in which case the past
tense is found most commonly:
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KTo Bac mo3HakOMuUI? Who introduced the two of you (to each other)?
Hx mosnakoOMuiia JI¢Ha. Lena introduced them.
3HaKOMM+...cA1 /] no- ¢ Kem meet; make the acquaintance of

Here the nominative subject is the people who meet. Again, it’s possible to drop the ¢ kem phrase when talking
about a couple. And once again, the perfective is found most often:

MBI TO3HAKOMUIINCH 3UMOH JEBIHOCTO We met in the winter of '97.
ceapMOro roja.

Moii 6paT MedTaeT MO3HAKOMUTHCS C My brother dreams of meeting Shania Twain.

[Tanditeit Ty?ditH.

Omn ceroans BEYEPOM MO3HAKOMUTCS CO CBOCH  He will meet his future wife tonight.

OyayuIei *KeHOH.

HecmoTpst Ha TO, 9TO B Hbm-ﬁOpKe KUBET Despite the fact that there are more than 8 million people
00JIbIIIe BOCBMU MHJITUOHOB YEIIOBEK, MOST living in NYC, my sister complains about the fact that it’s

CeCTpa JKAIyeTCs Ha TO, YTO OYCHb TPYIHO C hard to meet someone.
KEM-TO TIO3HAKOMUTKCSI.

BCcTpeyan+(...cq) // Bctpetu+(...cs1) (koro) meet; make the acquaintance of

This verb can be used as a synonym of 3nakému-+...cst // mo-. If the subject is singular, then an accusative direct
object is used (of course, without the suffix -cs1): On e€é BcTpérni Ha koHUépTe He met her at a concert. If the
subject is plural, you must use -csi: OHI BCTpeTHJINACH B IPOLLIOM roay They met last year. To be honest, it’s
probably more precise to use 3HakOmu-+...cs1 // mo- to indicate making someone’s acquaintance, but don’t be
surprised if you hear Russian use these verbs.

Note: One place you cannot use these verbs is as an infinitive after xorers, only mo3HakOMuThECst works in that
position. (See examples above.)

Some examples with BeTpeuaii+(...cs1) // BCTpéTH+(...CH):

MHe 3HaKOMO Baiie 0. MHe KaKeTCst, Ml Your face is familiar. It seems that we met somewhere

C BAMHU T/Ie-TO BCTPEYAIIHCE. before.
Onn BcTpéTHINCH Ha BeuepuHKe y KUpsl. They met at Kira’s party.
I'me ona BcTpéTHia Takoro Haxana? Where did she meet such a jerk?

Recall that BeTpeuaii+(...cs1) // BeTpéTu+(...cs1) are normally used to indicate either a planned meeting (as in the
first example) or running into someone on the street (as in the second example) or dating (as in the third example).

Berpérumces mépen mamsitaukoM [IymkuHy. Let’s meet in front of the Pushkin monument.
Korna s mia momo6#, s Betpérmna Mamry. As I was walking home, I ran into Masha.
Mp&1 ¢ MuTelt cTanm BCTpEIaThCs. Mitya and I started dating.
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NO3HAaKOMbTECb get acquainted

Use this phrase when introducing two people to each other. Normally you should use the formal mo3HakémbTeCH
(it’s actually plural). The informal (singular) me3nakémbea is certainly possible, but the exact context is rather
limited — we’ll tell you if you’re dying to know. We really don’t use the phrase get acquainted all that often in
English, but noznakémsTech is quite common in Russian.

ITosnakoMbTech. Camra, 3to JIéHa. JIéHa, Get acquainted. Sasha, this is Lena. Lean, Sasha.
Cama.

117.6 UWTryka Thing

Russians use the noun mrryka thing; object (from German Stiick) quite often in colloquial speech. In this
meaning, mTykKa is often interchangeable with Bemb, though mryka is more colloquial. Some examples:

OH kynin ckaHHep. Xopomias mTyka! He bought a scanner. It’s a cool thing.

OHa BBIHYJIA M3 CYMKHU KaKyIO-TO HITYKY. She pulled some kind of object out of her purse.
Uro 310 3a mTyKa (IITYyYKa — even more What is that thing you 've got there?
colloquial)?

The genitive plural form mTyk is often used preceding a number phrase to indicate approximation. Here the noun
remains following the number (and does not move in front, as in 4yenoBék AécaATh about ten people; 4aca B Tpn
around 3:00):

OH KyNAJI MTYK MATh py4eK. He bought about five pens.
+ CkOapK0 OyTEUTOK BUHA KymUTh? - LLTyK + How many bottles of wine should I buy? - Around five
IIATE. should do.

117.B He Pa3 vs. Hu Pasy

Recall the difference between these phrases: He pa3z means more than once, on several occasions, and is followed
by an affirmative phrase. Hu pasy (genitive -y!) means never; not a single time, and is followed by the negative
particle ne + verb. Compare:

He pa3 HU pas3y (He)
more than once; on several occasions never; not a single time
A e pa3 é3aun B Poccriro. S uu pazy He é3amun B Poccrto.
I’ve been to Russia several times. I’ve never been to Russia.
OH He pa3 00énan B ATOM pecTOopaHe. OH HHE pa3y He 00€¢1ai B 3TOM PECTOpAHE.
He’s eaten at that restaurant several times. He’s never eaten at that restaurant.
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117.' Reasons To Study Russian

Russians will inevitably ask you why you decided their language or travel to Russia. Here are some typical

questions and answers:

[Touemy BBI penIiny U3y4aTh pyCCKUM S3bIK?

[Touemy ThI BAPYT 3aMHTEPECOBANIACH
Poccueit?

3auem TeOe pyCCKHiA S3BIK?

Most 640y1IKa co CTOPOHBI MATEPH POAMIIACH

B Poccun.

Moit mapeHs pycckuii. / Most moapyra
pyccKasi.

S cirymmana xypc mo pycckoit mureparype. OH
MHE OYCHb ITOHPABHWIICA, U 5 PEITHIA H3yJATh

SI3BIK.

Bce n3yddror Wim NCTAHCKUH YITH

(bpanIy3cknuif. Pycckuii Kak-TO OTINIAETCS.

Y MeHs MHOTO PYCCKHX 3HaKOMBIX B
YHUBEPCUTETE.

S xouy pouécTh JlocToéBCKOTO B
OpUTHHAJIE.

MHue HpaBuTCS BCE HEOOBITHOE.

MHe HpABUTCS N3Y9IATh HHOCTPAHHBIE S3BIKH.

A yxé nzyqana HeMEKUHA U UTATBSIHCKUH.
Tenépp n3y4aro pycCcKuil.

S 06T TPYIHBIC 3aTAYH.
[Ip6cro Tak!

XoTth yoéii, He 3HAIO0!

Why did you decide to study Russian?
Why (How) did you get interested in Russia.

What do you need Russian for?

My grandmother on my mother’s side was born in Russia.

My boyfriend is Russian. / My girlfriend is Russian.

1 took a Russian literature course, really liked it, and
decided to study the language.

Everyone takes either Spanish or French. Russian
somehow stands out.

I have a lot of Russian friends at school.

I'want to read Dostoevsky in the original.

1 like everything unusual.

1 like to study foreign languages. I studied German and
Italian before. Now I’'m studying Russian.

1 like challenges
No reason! Just for the heck of it.

For the life of me, I don’t know!
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