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 ПройдЏте два квартЌла и повернЏте налЎво     Walk two blocks and turn left 

На ѓлице 

ДЏма 1  
2 

ПростЏте, вы не скЌжете, как пройтЏ к 
ТеатрЌльной плђщади? 

Excuse me.  Could you please tell me how to get to 
Theater Square? 

НЏна 3 Не знЌю.  Я не здЎшняя. I don’t know. I’m not from around here. 

ДЏма 4  
5 

ПростЏте, вы не скЌжете, как добрЌться до 
ТеатрЌльной плђщади? 

Excuse me.  Could you please tell me how to get to 
Theater Square? 

КЏра 6 Вам нѓжен МариЏнский теЌтр? Are you going to the Mariinksy Theater? 

ДЏма 7 Да, я идѓ на «ЛебедЏное ђзеро». Yes.  I’m going to see “Swan Lake.” 

КЏра 8  
9  
10 

ПройдЏте (ИдЏте прјмо) два квартЌла и 
повернЏте налЎво (напрЌво).  ТеЌтр нахђдится 
прјмо на плђщади – вы егђ увЏдите! 

Walk (Go straight) two blocks and turn left (right).  
The theater is right on the square – you can’t miss 
it. 

ДЏма 11 Большђе вам спасЏбо. Thanks a lot. 

 
Тѕ Ўдешь Џз дому?   Are you going from home? 

ГрЏша 12 
13 

КЌтя, мы сегђдня вЎчером собирЌемся у Лёвы.  
ПриходЏ! 

Katya, there’s a party at Lyova’s tonight.  Come 
over! 

КЌтя 14 С удовђльствием! Sure. 

ГрЏша 15 Ты знаЎшь как тудЌ (к немѓ) Ўхать? Do you know how to get there? 

КЌтя 16 Нет, я ни рЌзу у Лёвы не былЌ. No, I’ve never been over Lyova’s. 

ГрЏша 17 
18 

Љто совсЎм не трѓдно.  Я тебЎ объяснї.  Ты 
Ўдешь Џз дому? 

It’s really easy.  I’ll explain it to you.  Are you 
going from home? 

КЌтя 19 Да. Yeah. 

ГрЏша 20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

КогдЌ вѕйдешь Џз общежЏтия, повернЏ 
налЎво, сјдь на пятьдесјт шестђй автђбус и 
доезжЌй до метрђ.  ДоезжЌй до ПЌрка ПобЎды 
(стЌнции Парк ПобЎды).  КогдЌ (Как) вѕйдешь 
из метрђ, перейдЏ ѓлицу, повернЏ напрЌво, и 
идЏ прјмо.  Егђ дом на ітой же сторонЎ ѓлицы.  
Ђдрес: ПроспЎкт КосмонЌвтов, дом шесть, 
кђрпус два, квартЏра сто сђрок вђсемь.   

When you exit the dorm, turn left, get on bus 
number 56 and take it to the metro.  Take the 
subway to Victory Park (to the Victory Park 
station).  When you come out of the metro, cross the 
street and turn right.  He lives two minutes from 
there.  His address is Cosmonaut Avenue, Complex 
6, building 2, apartment 148. 

КЌтя 28 А какђй этЌж? What floor? 

ГрЏша 29 Девјтый, Ўсли я не ошибЌюсь. Ninth. 
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Словарь 
 
1 как пройтЏ к + dative how to get to (See grammar) 

3 здЎшний (soft!) 
Я не здЎшняя. 

local 
I’m not from around here 

4 как добрЌться до + genitive how to get to (See grammar) 

6 МариЏнский теЌтр (КЏровский теЌтр) Mariinsky Theater – formerly know as the Kirov 

8 проходи<+  // {пройд+ ´ / прошёл+´ (ё)} + # 
квартЌл(а/ов) 

walk, go a certain distance (number of blocks) 

8 квартЌл (city) block 

8 прјмо straight ahead 

9 поворЌчивай+ // повернѓ+ напрЌво/налЎво turn right/left 

18 Џз дому (answers question откѓда) 
To describe physically leaving the house, use из 
дђма (though Џз дому is theoretically possible). 

from home  (Note the stress on the preposition and the 
genitive у.) 

20 когдЌ вѕйдешь / вѕйдете (из метрђ) 
 
выходи<+ // {вѕйд+  / вѕшел+ (е)} 

when you come out of (the subway) 
 
exit  

21 садЏ+ ...ся // {сјд+ / сЎд+} на (в) get on (a bus) 

24 переходи<+ // {перейд+´ / перешёл+´ (ё)} ѓлицу cross the street  

26 дом complex; a block of buildings 

27 кђрпус   Plural in -Ќ (similar to гђрод) an individual building in a дом 
 
 
 

118.А Asking / Giving Directions 
 
118.А.1  Asking For Directions 
 
There are several ways to ask for directions.  When asking strangers on the street, the two most common phrases 
are: 
 

как пройтЏ (*проехать) к + dative 

как добрЌться до + genitive } how to get to…? 

 
*You can only use пройтЏ when you know that the destination is within walking distance.   Otherwise use 
проЎхать.  In colloquial language it is also possible to use в/на + accusative with пройтЏ/проЎхать, but we 
suggest you stick with к + dative. 
 
Depending on who you’re talking to, you can preface your question with various polite phrases: ПростЏте, вы 
не скЌжете... / вы (случЌйно) не знЌете... / СкажЏте, пожЌлуйста... 
 



118-й урок Грамматика  

118-3 

Here are some examples of asking for directions from strangers: 
 

ПростЏте, вы не знЌете как пройтЏ к 
Рѓсскому МузЎю? 

Excuse me, do you know how to get to the Russian Museum 
(in Petersburg)? 

ПростЏте, вы случЌйно не знЌете, как 
добрЌться до КрЌсной плђщади? 

Excuse me, you wouldn’t happen to know how to get to Red 
Square? 

СкажЏте, пожЌлуйста, как добрЌться до 
ПрЏнстона? 

Could you tell me how to get to Princeton? 

ПростЏте, вы не скЌжете, как пройтЏ к 
ЭрмитЌжу? 

Excuse me, could you tell me how to get to the Hermitage? 

 
 
Of course, you can also use the above phrases when talking to friends – though you don’t have to be as polite.  In 
addition, when asking a friend who (you believe) knows how to get somewhere, you can use the phrase: 
 

как Ўхать / идтЏ в/на (places) / к (people)  how to get to 
 
This phrase is rather colloquial, and perhaps not as precise as пройтЏ/проЎхать к.  Still, people do use it in 
everyday speech. 
 
Here are some examples of asking directions from friends: 
 

ЛЎна, как лѓчше добрЌться до ітого 
магазЏна? 

Lena, what’s the best way to get to that store? 

СЌша, скажЏ, как проЎхать к Большђму 
теЌтру? 

Sasha, how can I get to the Bolshoi Theater? 

Ты не пђмнишь, как к МЏше (про)Ўхать? Do you remember how to get to Misha’s 

Как идтЏ (пройтЏ) в музЎй отсїда? How do I get to the museum from here? 

СкажЏ, как тудЌ Ўхать. Tell me how to get there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
118.А.2  Giving Directions 
 
As expected, there are several “stock” phrases used to give directions, given here with random street and metro 
station references: 
 
In these first two verbs, the prefix про- indicates amount of distance covered.  We saw a related meaning of про- 
in «Дђрого стђит» in the verb прожив+ >, which means live a certain amount of time. 
 

пройдЏ/те одЏн / пять квартЌл/ов walk (go) 1 / 5 blocks 
проезжЌй/те одЏн / два светофђр/а  go 1 / 2 lights 
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In the verbs below the prefix до- means until. 
 

дойдЏ/те до углЌ      go as far as the corner 
доезжЌй до вторђго светофђра   go to the second light 
доезжЌй до ВДНХ (до стЌнции ВДНХ) take the metro to VDNX 

 
In the last example, it’s also possible to use the imperative поезжЌй/те (as we saw in line 7 of the dialogue in 
Lesson 111A). 
 
 
Some more standard direction phrases: 
 

повернЏ/те налЎво/напрЌво   turn left/right 
 
 

перейдЏ/те ѓлицу     cross the street 
 
 

когдЌ вѕйдешь (вѕйдете) из...   when you come out of… 
 
 

сјдь/те на пјтый автђбус   take bus № 5 
 
(Note that in the last example, the ordinal does not mean the fifth bus, but rather bus № 5.  Don’t stand around 
counting buses if № 5 is the first one to pull up.) 
 
 
 
Here are some samples of giving directions.  Be sure to go over these carefully! 
 

ПройдЏте два квартЌла и повернЏте 
налЎво. 

Walk two blocks and turn left. 

ПроезжЌйте три светофђра и повернЏте 
напрЌво. 

Go three lights and turn right. 

ДойдЏте до углЌ, повернЏте налЎво и 
перейдЏте ѓлицу. 

Go to the corner, turn left and cross the street. 

ИдЏ прјмо два квартЌла и повернЏ налЎво. Walk straight two blocks and turn left. 

ДоезжЌй до стЌнции ВладЏмирская.  КогдЌ 
вѕйдешь из метрђ, поверnЏ налЎво и 
перейдЏ ѓлицу. 

Take the metro to the Vladirmiskaya station.  When you 
come out of the metro turn left and cross the street. 

Сјдь на трЎтий автђбус и доезжЌй до 
ПЌрка Культѓры.  

Take the number three bus to Culture Park. 
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Here are some narrative sentences (rather than commands) with these verbs.  See the СловЌрь for the stems. 
 

Он вѕшел из дђма, повернѓл налЎво, 
дошёл до автђбусной останђвки, сел на 
трЏдцать седьмђй автђбус и поЎхал в 
университЎт. 

He walked out of his house, turned right, walked to the bus 
stop, got on bus number 37, and took off for the university. 

ОнЌ прошлЌ два квартЌла, повернѓла 
напрЌво, дошлЌ прјмо до углЌ, перешлЌ 
ѓлицу и вошлЌ в магазЏн. 

She walked two blocks, turned right, walked straight until 
the corner, crossed the street, and walked into the store. 

КЌждое ѓтро я выхожѓ из кђмнаты, 
поворЌчиваю налЎво, спускЌюсь на пЎрвый 
этЌж, поворЌчиваю напрЌво, выхожѓ из 
общежЏтия, дохожѓ до углЌ, перехожѓ 
ѓлицу и идѓ в бар.  

Every morning I leave my room, turn left, go down to the 
first floor, turn right, walk out of the dorm, walk to the 
corner, cross the street, and head to the bar. 

ОнЌ кЌждый день выхђдит из дђма, 
поворЌчивает налЎво, прохђдит три 
квартЌла, перехђдит ѓлицу, поворЌчивает 
напрЌво, *идёт прјмо до автђбусной 
останђвки, садЏтся на семьдесят седьмђй 
автђбус, доезжЌет до стЌнции метрђ, 
спускЌется в метрђ, садЏтся в пђезд, 
доезжЌет до стЌнции Плђщадь МЏра, 
поднимЌется по эскалЌтору, выхђдит из 
метрђ, поворЌчивает налЎво, прохђдит два 
квартЌла и вхђдит в здЌние библиотЎки, где 
рабђтает. 

Every day she leaves her home, turns left, walks three 
blocks, crosses the street, turns right, heads straight to the 
bus stop, gets on bus number 77, rides the bus to the metro 
station, goes down to the metro, gets on the train, rides the 
metro to the Peace Square station, takes the elevator up out 
of the metro, walks out of the metro, turns left, walks two 
blocks, and enters the library building where she works. 

 
*We hope you didn’t just freak out over the use of the determined verb here for a repeated action.  First, recall 
that all determined verbs are imperfective.  Second, if you apply the determined=head to a place rule, you’ll be 
fine.  (This just goes to show you how tricky Verb of Motion can be – in case you didn’t already know.) 
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118.Б Russian Addresses 
 
A typical “new” apartment in Moscow and Petersburg (and other major cities) is located in a complex of 
buildings ranging between 8-15 stories, often not directly adjacent to the sidewalk.  Most addresses are broken 
down into four parts: ѓлица / дом / кђрпус / квартЏра. 
 
Їлица street often precedes the name of the street, which appears in genitive: ѓлица ЧЎхова / ѓлица Гђького.  It 
is possible to have an adjective preceding ѓлица: Пѓшкинская ѓлица / ТверскЌя ѓлица.  
 
And just as English uses a wide variety of nouns for various roads (street, drive, road, lane, avenue, boulevard, 
court, circle, alley, highway) Russian also has a no shortage of nouns, of which the most important are: проспЎкт 
≈ avenue / бульвЌр ≈ boulevard / переѓлок ≈ (о) lane / шоссЎ ≈ highway.  There are several more, if you’re 
really interested. 
 
The ѓлица (проспЎкт / бульвЌр / шоссЎ, etc.) itself does not have a number.  That’s reserved for дом – see 
directly below. 
 
Дом is the “complex, ” and it carries the number (which is usually posted on the side of the building). 
 
Кђрпус is the building number.  ТипЏчный дом на новострђйке состоЏт из трёх-четырёх кђрпусов.  (Не все 
домЌ имЎют корпусЌ.)   
 
КвартЏра is the apartment number.  Notice in line 28 of the second dialogue that КЌтя asks ГрЏша what floor 
Лёва lives on.  That’s because (often) when you enter a building there’s no obvious way of determining what 
floor an apartment is on; i.e., apartment numbers do not reflect the floor.  So be sure to ask any friends what floor 
they live on before going to visit. 
 
Here are some examples with addresses: 
 

ЗапишЏ мой нђвый Ќдрес: ПроспЎкт МЏра, 
дом 42, кђрпус 3, квартЏра 39. 

Write down my new address: Peace Avenuue, complex 42, 
building 3,apartment 39. 

Егђ Ќдрес: Їлица ВосстЌния, дом 22, 
квартЏра 34. 

His address is Uprising Street, *building 22, apartment 34. 

В дЎтстве я жилЌ на ЛенингрЌдском шоссЎ, 
дом 12, кђрпус 2, квартЏра 86. 

When I was a kid, I lived on Leningrad Highway, complex 
12, building 2, apartment 86. 

 
 
*Since this дом consists of just one building, it doesn’t make sense to use the word complex.  Again, there are 
many домЌ consisting of a single building, especially in the center of the city. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  ОтвЎтьте на вопрђсы.  Be sure to use each “directions” expression at least once. 
 
1.  Describe how to get from your room to The Street™. 

 

 

2.  Describe how to get to New York. 

 

 

3.  Describe how you made your way to Russian class today. 
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 УпражнЎние 2  ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1.  + Could you tell me how do to get to the most prestigious club in Princeton?  - I don’t know.  I’m not from 

around here. 

2.  Write down my new address: Pushkin Street, complex 56, building 3, apartment 67. 

3.  Are you calling from home? 

 
 
 
  УпражнЎние 3  V O D 
 

cross (the street) (perfective) 
 

PRESENT (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE) 

я _________________________________ он _________________________________ 

он(Ќ) _________________________________ онЌ _________________________________ 

онЏ _________________________________ онЏ _________________________________ 

Imperative _________________________________ Infinitive _________________________________ 

PARTICIPLES AND GERUNDS (NOT ALL ARE POSSIBLE!) 

Pres Active _________________________________ Past Active _________________________________ 

Pres Passive _________________________________ PPPP _________________________________ 

Pres Gerund _________________________________ Past Gerund _________________________________ 

 


